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Introduction and Acknowledgments 
This work is intended as a supplement to the North Omaha History: Volumes 1, 2 and 3 that I completed in 
December 2016. These three books contain almost 900-pages of content covering more than 200 years history of 
the part of Omaha north of Dodge Street and east of 72nd Street. This timeline contains dates related to the 
people, organizations, places, businesses and events for the same time period in the same place. When I finished 
the series, I knew I must finish this timeline in order to provide an easy, accessible way to access the prose. I share 
this freely to acknowledge the many people who have shared North Omaha history with me freely. 

Idu Maduli, Von Trimble Sr., Jeff Konneck, Rev. Helen Saunders, Charlie Goff and the congregation at Pearl 
Church were the most influential history teachers I had growing up. I’m grateful to my mom, Charlette (Sasse) 
Harris, gave me an appreciation for architecture and design, and an eye for looking deeply at things others often 
miss. My dad, Robert Sasse, continues teaching me about nature and ancient history. I want to thank Pastor Jamie 
Norwich McLennan, David Porter, Margaret Gilmore and Pastor Steve Eldred, along with the rest of the 
community at the former Pearl Memorial United Methodist Church. So much of my interest is due to their stories, 
passion and investment in North Omaha. 

My fellow moderators for the Forgotten Omaha group, Chuck Martens and Ryan Roenfeld, have helped me gather 
info. Chuck’s meticulous research on theatres in Omaha is reflected in this timeline, and I thank him for that! 
Special thanks also belong to the Omaha History Mysteries group, including Michele Wyman, Micah Evans and 
Michaela Armetta who chase ridiculous leads with me through Omaha History Mysteries. You’ve all looked too 
much and shared abundantly with me, and I’m truly grateful. Also, a shout out to my volunteer colleagues on 
Wikipedia, especially users SSmurphy, Ammodramus and Parkwells. I don’t know you beyond our shared labor, 
and I’m a better person for what we’ve done together. Thank you so much. For a decade, I’ve been involved in 
Wikipedia to make and improve Omaha’s articles, and I want to encourage any interested person to get in and get 
busy. 

Special thanks to my readers for North Omaha History Volumes 1, 2 and 3, including my mom Charlette, Judy 
Graham, and Susie Bevins. Also, a big thanks to Linda Williams for her hospitality and collaboration—she’s an 
excellent resource for preservation and history in Omaha! I also want to extend appreciations to Mark Schultz. 

Finally, I want to give my thanks to the staff at the Douglas County Historical Society; The Durham Museum; the 
University of Nebraska—Omaha Criss Library; and Restoration Exchange Omaha. Each of these organizations 
have made information and resources available that assisted me greatly. I also thank the Timberland Regional 
Library in Olympia, Washington, for their assistance in collecting the research I’ve requested. 

Every person in Omaha and beyond who is committed to justice and nonviolence needs to get in and get busy 
with this history. North Omaha has great history, and it will become a greater community for learning it! 

I invite contributions, considerations, comments and criticisms about this timeline. Please contact me via 
Facebook or by emailing adam@commonaction.org. Thanks for your interest! 

 

—Adam Fletcher Sasse 
    January 2017 
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Pre-1850s 
Pre-1800s  Bands from the Pawnee, Otoe and Sioux nations use North Omaha as hunting area 

Early 1800s  Omaha nation used the land now comprising North Omaha as hunting area 

1804  Between August 3 and August 20, the Lewis and Clark Expedition traveled along the 
banks of the Missouri and camped in North Omaha near Dodge Park. There is 
speculation Clark traveled in the area, possibly to the Belvedere Point Lookout. 

 The first recorded instance of a Black person in the Omaha area was York, who arrives 
in Omaha area as a slave of William Clark of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 

1812  Manuel Lisa builds his fort this year near the junction of J.J. Pershing Drive and Ponca 
Road. Later called Fort Lisa, it is a site essential to the American settlement of the Great 
Plains. It closed when Manuel Lisa died in 1820. 

1817  Alvin Saunders was born on July 12th of this year. He was a pioneer politician and 
businessman in Omaha. Appointed by President Lincoln as last governor of the 
Nebraska Territory, he lived in North Omaha from the 1870s until his death on 
November 1, 1899. 

1819  The first steamboat to ply Nebraskan waters, the Western Engineer, arrived at Fort Lisa. 

 Built this year, Cabannè’s Post was located at the confluence of Ponca Creek and the 
Missouri River. Built in 1819, Jean Pierre Cabannè hosted Prince Maximilian of Wied-
Neuwied, Germany, in 1923. The post closed in 1840. 

1825  W. H. C. Stephenson was born this year. He moved to North Omaha in the late 1870s 
and was a doctor and Baptist minister who was a founding figure in Zion Baptist 
Church. He was also a prominent Republican activist. He died April 6, 1899. 

1827  George B. Lake was born this year. He was a pioneer land owner and a judge. He died 
in 1910. Lake School and Lake Street were named in his honor. 

1828  John I. Redick was born on July 29th of this year. He was a pioneer businessman, 
politician and landowner in present-day North Omaha. He died April 2, 1906. 

1830  A. J. Poppleton was born July 24th of this year. He was a pioneer lawyer and politician 
who lived in North Omaha. He died September 9, 1896. 

 George Crook was born September 8th. He lived in North Omaha as the leader of Fort 
Omaha twice totaling almost a decade. He died on March 21, 1890. The General Crook 
House was named in his honor. 

1832 "Granny" Cornelia Weatherford was born this year. Starting in 1870, she lived in North 
Omaha's Squatter's Row, an illegal housing development by the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad tracks between Nicholas and Locust Streets along North 12th Street. After 
staying there into the 1930s, she became the longest squatter there. In the 1930s, she 
was a media sensation starting for her advanced ago despite her love of smoking cigars. 
She died August 31, 1940. 
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1833 Herman Kountze was born on August 21st of this year. Along with his brothers, he 
started First National Bank of Omaha in 1867. He also owned a lot of land in North 
Omaha, including Kountze Place. He had that neighborhood platted in the 1880s 
between North 16th, North 30th from Locust Street on the south to Pratt Street. In 
1898, he allowed the Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition to be held there, 
and in 1899, he leased the same land for the Greater America Exposition. He then sold 
some of the land to the City of Omaha for Kountze Park. He died November 20, 1906. 

1835  Edwin R. Overall was born on August 25th of this year. He founded the National Afro-
American League and an Omaha branch of the same. He was the first African American 
to be nominated to the Nebraska Legislature in 1890, but lost the election. He was also a 
leader in Omaha organized labor. He was credited with bringing national conferences to 
Omaha for the Congress of White and Colored Americans and the National Colored 
Press Association, both in 1898. He died July 31, 1901. 

 Prospect Hill Cemetery had its first informal burials this year. European Americans 
immigrants traveling west use the hill as a landmark, and early city records indicate there 
were 20-year-old burials there when the city was founded in 1854. 

1841  Ophelia Clenlans was born approximately during this year. She was a civil rights activist 
who was born a slave, and a writer for the Omaha World-Herald. In 1896, she was 
appointed to the executive board of the National Federation of Afro-American Women, 
and was also a prominent member of the Omaha Colored Women's Club, as well as 
president of the North Omaha Colored Woman's Club. She was the wife of Emmanuel 
Clenlans. She died on February 12, 1907. 

 John Lewis was born approximately during this year. He was a hotel keeper, musician, 
and civil rights activist in North Omaha, active in the Nebraska State Convention of 
Colored Americans, a part of the Colored Conventions Movement and involved in 
Omaha’s Republican party politics. The date of his death is unknown. 

1842  Samuel Mercer was born on June 13th of this year. He was a pioneer doctor who started 
the first hospital in Omaha, as well as a North Omaha landowner and real estate 
magnate. His large mansion in the Walnut Hill neighborhood still stands. He died on 
October 7, 1907.  

1846  Culter's Park was the first city in the Nebraska Territory and was established in spring of 
this year. It was established by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on their 
way to Utah and it had 2,500 residents. Established near the present-day intersection of 
Mormon Bridge Road and Young Street near during the spring season, it was by the 
present-day Raven Oaks neighborhood. Settlers make streets and build cabins, establish 
businesses, a school, a park and more. Within three months, they were required to move 
be the local federal government Indian agent. Apparently they established their 
temporary town in a prime hunting ground for local tribes after being asked to encamp 
by the Missouri River. They moved back to the confluence of Mill Creek and the river. 

 Winter Quarters was established in spring of this year. It was located in the present-day 
Florence neighborhood. Although it only existed for two years, Winter Quarters had a 
mayor and city council, 24 policemen and fireguards, various administrative committees, 
and a town square for public meetings. There were also businesses established, a school 
and other necessities for a small town. Nearly 4,000 travelers passed through the town 
during its formal usage until 1848. Various buildings continued to be used through the 
establishment of the town of Florence. 
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 Florence Mill was built in this year on Mill Creek in Winter Quarters. It is now located 
at 9102 North 30th Street in the Florence neighborhood. Built as a gristmill for flour by 
the Mormons, a grain elevator was added in 1915. It was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1998. 

 Florence Park at 3015 State Street was established by the Mormon travelers in Winter 
Quarters this year. It was the original Florence town square. It is currently operating. 

 The North Market Square Park was set aside in Winter Quarters this year. It was a place 
where produce and wares would be sold to travelers and bartered with neighbors. 
Located in the present-day Florence neighborhood, it was called Filmore Park starting in 
the 1920s, and its name was restored to the original in 2007. It is currently operating. 

 Mormon Pioneer Cemetery was established this year at present-day 3301 State Street in 
the present-day Florence neighborhood. Reportedly, 359 people died the first winter 
and were buried here. A later report suggested on 57 people are buried at the cemetery 
today. There have been no burials since 1957. It was designated an Omaha Landmark in 
1990. 

1848  Cyrus Dicks Bell was born in August of this year. He owned and edited an African 
American newspaper called the Afro-American Sentinel in North Omaha. Bell was a 
founding member of the Nebraska Afro-American League and activist against lynching 
and about other civil rights issues. He died October 21, 1925. 

1849  Josiah Waddle was born August 7th of this year. He was a slave from childhood who 
joined the US Army in 1863 and served through 1866. He moved to Omaha in 1880. In 
North Omaha, he opened a barber shop, he organized and led a 15-piece colored band 
and orchestra. Waddle's band played county fairs, chatauquas, carnivals, etc. The last 
African-American Civil War veteran in Omaha at the time of his death, he was 
recognized as an early leader in the community. He died January 10, 1939. 

 Rodolphe Lucien Desdunes was born on November 15th of this year. Desdunes was a 
civil rights activist, poet, historian, journalist, and customs officer primarily who moved 
to North Omaha later in life. He was the father of Dan Desdunes. He died August 14, 
1928. 
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1850s 
1851 James C. Mitchell built his cabin on the corner of present-day North 31st and State 

Streets in Florence. Later rebuilt into a house, it was demolished after 1966. The 
present-day Florence Presbyterian Church stands there currently. 

1852  George Franklin was born in February of this year. In his lifetime, he owned and 
published an African American newspaper called The Enterprise in North Omaha, and 
was an active member of the Nebraska branch of the National Afro-American League, 
too. He died in 1901. 

 Dan Kingman was born March 6th of this year. He lived at Fort Omaha as a high-
ranking officer in the United States Army. He died on November 14, 1916. 

1853 James C. Mitchell surveyed the former town of Winter Quarters to build a town called 
Florence during this year. Several buildings and some homes were left intact, and 
Mitchell sold them to speculators. He named the town in honor of his young niece 
Florence Kilborn. 

1854  The City of Omaha was founded on July 4th of this year. 

 Ferdinand L. Barnett was born in July of this year. He was founder and editor of an 
African American newspaper called The Progressive in North Omaha. He also served for a 
time as a Douglas County Court clerk, and was elected to the Nebraska House of 
Representatives in 1926. He was the brother of Alfred S. Barnett. He died on July 18, 
1932. 

 The Omaha nation sold the majority of its tribal land during this year. It included more 
than four million acres to the United States for less than 22 cents an acre, including the 
area comprising North Omaha. 

 The Town of Florence was founded from the remnants of Winter Quarters during this 
year. Its town boundaries became Weber Street to Ferry Street, from the Missouri River 
to North 31st Street. 

 The Town of Florence was resurveyed by the Florence Land Company and was formally 
organized during this year. 

 The Nebraska Territory was created by the US Congress with condition the area stay 
free of slavery during this year. 

  The Near North Side neighborhood was established this year. It emerged north of 
downtown, and was bordered by Dodge Street on the south, 24th on the west, 11th on 
the east, and Paul Street to the north. By 1900, the boundaries shifted to Cuming on the 
south, 30th on the west, 14th on the east and Locust Street to the north. Part of it was 
originally platted as Scriptown in 1854. 

 The Parker Mansion was started this year. It began as a small farmhouse at 3012 Vane 
Street by Florence pioneer banker James Monroe Parker. Parker’s estate included more 
than 300 acres in North Omaha, including much of the Saratoga township, the Miller 
Park neighborhood and park, Florence Boulevard north of Browne, and further north. 
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The house expanded greatly over the years, and was converted into a mansion by his 
eccentric son Fred. Eventually Fred made it into a 20-room sprawling estate in the 
Moorish Revival style, with a flat stucco exterior and high ceilings throughout the house. 
Fred eventually sold off much of his father’s land, called the James Monroe Parker 
estate. With that money, he traveled the world, collected art and built a public art gallery 
attached to the home, which sat on the remaining 10-acre estate while the Florence Field 
neighborhood built up around it. James Monroe Parker’s grandson sold it off in the late 
1940s, and it was demolished in 1956. There is no sign of the estate today. 

 Thomas Stroud was born this year. A longtime businessman in the Saratoga 
neighborhood, his factory ran there from 1895 through the 1930s. He also built a fine 
Neo-Classical style mansion on Florence Boulevard. He died in 1939. 

1855  The Nebraska Territorial Legislature had ongoing debates regarding slavery during this 
year. 

 The Town of Florence was formally chartered this year. 

 The Town of Florence makes a bid to become the Nebraska State Capitol during this 
year. However, it loses to Omaha. 

 Scriptown was platted for patrons in the Nebraska Territorial Legislature during this 
year. 

1856  The Bank of Florence was established during this year. A bank building was constructed 
at 8502 North 30th Street in a Commercial Vernacular style during this year. It was 
designated an Omaha Landmark in 1980 and listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1969. The Florence Bank’s first president was James Monroe Parker, and he 
kept his personal quarters on the second floor along with his farmhouse south of town. 

 The North Side Bank was established in January of this year at 3147 Ames Avenue. In 
1985, the North Side Bank was renamed Northern Bank. It was acquired by American 
National Bank in 1994, and became a branch office. It continues to operate there today.  

 The Omaha City Cemetery was opened by Jesse Lowe during this year. It was located 
between North 33rd and North 32nd Streets, from Parker Street to Patrick Avenue. 
Byron Reed bought it around 1860 and moved several burials from here to his Prospect 
Hill Cemetery. 

 The Gifford Park neighborhood was established this year. It is loosely bounded by the 
North Freeway on the east, North 38th Street on the west, Dodge Street on the south 
and Cuming Street on the north. 

 The City of Florence was chartered this year. 

 The Town of East Omaha was chartered then was originally annexed to the City of 
Omaha during this year. 

 The Town of Saratoga was founded this year. Erastus Beadle established it for an 
Eastern investment group based in Saratoga, New York. The town was originally 
bounded by Locust Street on the south and Vane Street on the north, between the 
present-day Carter Lake on the east and North 42nd Street on the west. It included 
Saratoga Springs, West Saratoga and Sulphur Springs. 
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 The post office at Saratoga opened during this year. It closed in 1858. 

 The Bird-Ritchie Cemetery was established as a private family cemetery during this year. 
With at least 40 burials, there may only be one grave marker left on private land. It is 
located one half mile south and west from North 60th and Northern Hills Drive. 

 Sulphur Springs is established on the Saratoga Bend of the Missouri River as a part of 
the Town of Saratoga. Sulphur Springs was the location of a hotel, brickyard, and 
several other businesses. It was obliterated by a flood in 1877. Eventually, two 
roundhouses were located there. There is no remnant of the community today. 

 The 16th and Locust commercial district began developing this year. It was the gateway 
between the town of Saratoga and Sulphur Springs, and flourished through 1966. None 
of the known first generation buildings still stand; some of the second generation 
buildings are currently standing. 

 The house at 8621 North 31st Street was built this year. Located in the Florence 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1857  The City of Omaha was officially incorporated by the Nebraska Legislature on February 
2nd of this year. 

 Silas Robbins was born on February 14th of this year. He was the first African 
American admitted to practice law in Nebraska in 1889, and the first black person in 
Omaha to be admitted to the Nebraska State Bar Association. He died September 11, 
1916. 

 Wildcat banks at Florence and Saratoga were wiped out by the national financial panic 
of this year. 

 The first Florence School was formed this year and met in the land grant office on First 
Main Street. The second Florence School was built at 8516 North 31st Street at Tucker 
Street in 1890. The third Florence School was built in 1954 at 7902 N. 36th Street at 
King Street, where it remains. 

 The Potter Field experienced its first burials this year. It was a graveyard for the poor, 
unnamed and unwanted. Located near the present-day Raven Oaks neighborhood, its 
first formal burials happen when it was named the official Douglas County poverty 
cemetery in 1887 and continued to 1957. It then grew over and was neglected until the 
1990s. Lynching victim Will Brown was buried here in an unmarked grave until 2009, 
when a Californian learned of his fate and donated a gravestone. Although its located 
near Mormon Bridge Road and Young Street by the location of the abandoned town of 
Cutler’s Park, there’s no indication the cemetery was used as far back as 1846. 

 The Florence Presbyterian Church was founded. In the 1950s, a new building was 
constructed at 8314 North 31st Street in the Florence neighborhood. The church owned 
the James C. Mitchell House next door for several years. It continues to operate 
currently. 

1858  Dr. Matthew Ricketts was born on April 3rd of this year. He was the first African 
American to graduate from the University of Nebraska College of Medicine in Omaha, 
and became the first African American member of the Nebraska Legislature, where he 
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served two terms. He also kept a medical office in North Omaha for several decades. 
He died in 1917. 

 Moses Shinn established the Cedar Hill Cemetery Company this year. His cemetery 
extended from North 33rd to North 30th, and from approximately Lafayette Avenue to 
Decatur Street in the present-day Highland neighborhood. It was bought by Byron Reed 
within a few years, and most of its burials were moved to his Prospect Hill Cemetery. 

 Alfred S. Barnett was born on December 27th of this year. He wrote for his brother 
Ferdinand L. Barnett's African American newspaper, The Progress. He was also a civil 
rights activist with the Nebraska branch of the National Afro-American League. He 
lived and worked in North Omaha. He died around 1905. 

 The so-called “Florence Rebellion” occurs in the Nebraska Territorial Legislature during 
this year. A group representing southern Nebraska takes legislative activities to Florence 
in protest of the possible usage of Omaha as a future state capitol. Their efforts were 
thwarted though, and the legislators were brought back to Omaha. 

 The Prospect Hill neighborhood was established during this year. The neighborhood is 
bounded by North 30th Street from Hamilton Street to Lake and up to John A. 
Creighton Boulevard; from Blondo and up to North 38th Street to Hamilton. 

 The Douglas County Fair was established this year. It was located in Saratoga, on land 
bounded by present-day Laird and Boyd Streets from North 16th Street to Florence 
Boulevard. The land later became the Omaha Driving Park, and was eventually part of 
the 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition. In the 1920s, it was platted for houses, 
warehouses and factories. 

 Tom Dennison was born this year. The longtime political and crime boss of Omaha, he 
lived in North Omaha throughout his life, including 6141 Florence Boulevard for two 
years, and 1507 Yates Street for almost 20 years. He had several African American 
lieutenants credited with running crime in North Omaha. He died in 1934. 

1859  The Daily Nebraskian newspaper reports, "The bill introduced in Council, for the 
abolition of slavery in this Territory, was called up yesterday, and its further 
consideration postponed for two weeks. A strong effort will be made among the 
Republicans to secure its passage; we think, however, it will fail. The farce certainly 
cannot be enacted if the Democrats do their duty." The bill did not pass for several 
more years. When another version finally passed in 1866, Nebraka was allowed to 
become a state. 

 Millard Singleton was born on November 14th this year. He was leader of the Omaha 
Colored Republican Club and the Omaha branch of the National Afro-American 
League. While living in North Omaha, he also worked for the government as Justice of 
the Peace; United States Internal Revenue Service storekeeper; recorder of deeds for the 
city and; as bailiff of the municipal court. He was the brother of Walter J. Singleton and 
father of John Singleton. He died November 12, 1939. 
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1860s 
1860s  The Omaha View neighborhood was established in this decade. It is bounded by Lake 

Street to Maple Street; North 31st Street to 34th Avenue and John A. Creighton 
Boulevard. Its school was built early, too. 

 Several of Omaha’s founding fathers build estates up North 16th Street and around 
North Omaha during In the next two decades.  

1860  Byron Reed formally incorporated the Prospect Hill Cemetery at 3202 Parker Street 
during this year. Prospect Hill Cemetery originally went from Patrick Avenue North to 
Grant Street. Reed eventually bought the Omaha City Cemetery and the Cedar Hill 
Cemetery and moved several of their burials to Prospect Hill. It was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 Walter J. Singleton was born during this year. He was an African American journalist 
and civil servant who lived in North Omaha. He edited an African American newspaper 
called the Omaha Progress in North Omaha and was a member of the Afro-American 
League. He was the brother of Millard Singleton and uncle of John Singleton. He died 
July 1, 1933. 

 James S. Bryant was born around in this year. Bryant was a journalist and civil rights 
activist who lived in North Omaha and worked with Ferdinand L. Barnett on his 
newspaper, The Progress, in the 1890s. No word on when he died. 

 Alphonso Wilson was born during this year. He was an African-American civil rights 
activist who lived in North Omaha and was elected the Chairman of the Bureau of 
Immigration of the Nebraska branch of the National Afro-American League, and a 
founding member of the Omaha Urban League. He died December 4, 1936. 

 Lizzie S. Robinson was born this year. Regarded as the pioneering foremother of the 
Church of God in Christ (COGIC), Robinson lived in North Omaha and traveled the 
nation founding congregations and lead the women’s movement in the church. The FBI 
had her jailed, she encountered a lot of explicit hatred across the country, and she was 
frequently jailed by local law enforcement because of her religious beliefs, including 
promoting conscientious objection in World War I (WWI) and World War II (World 
War II). Named the first National General Supervisor of the COGIC National Women's 
Department, she was also the second General Supervisor of the COGIC. She died in 
1945. The Robinson Memorial COGIC was named in honor of she and her husband 
after it was built in 1949. The Lizzie Robinson Avenue was named in her honor in 1992. 

 The Daily Nebraskian newspaper quoted the Chicago Times and Herald regarding a slave 
named “Eliza” who ran away from an Omaha businessman to Chicago and was arrested 
there under the Fugitive Slave Act. No word on the rest of her life. 

 During this year, the census showed 81 Black people in Nebraska, 10 of whom were 
slaves. At least half lived in Omaha. 

 Joseph P. Guth was born this year. After immigrating to the United States in 1884, he 
became an architect and worked across the country. In 1891, his started his Omaha firm 
and lived in Omaha for the rest of his life. Guth designed many of North Omaha's 
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finest structures, including the Trimble Castle, Druid Hall and the Oscar Berndes 
House. 

1861 Shipley Cemetery was established this year. Located near North 47th and Ponca Road in 
the Ponca Hills neighborhood, today the cemetery has almost 200 burials, 25 of which 
bear the Shipley family name. 

1862  Ida Bell Wells-Barnett was born July 16th of this year. She was an African-American 
journalist who lived and worked in North Omaha, as well as a newspaper editor, 
suffragist, sociologist, feminist and an early leader in the Civil Rights Movement. She 
was also one of the founders of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) in 1909. She died on March 25, 1931. 

 Thomas Mahammitt was born August of this year. He was an African American 
journalist, caterer, and civil rights activist who lived in North Omaha. He edited The 
Enterprise, an African American newspaper, and was also a leader in the Masons and the 
Boy Scouts. He was named “Omaha’s most distinguished Negro citizen” in 1934. He 
was married to Ella Mahammitt; then after she died, Sarah Helen Bradley Toliver 
Mahammitt. He died March 28, 1950. 

 The Saratoga Brewery opened this year. Richard Simeon, an English immigrant to the 
Town of Saratoga, opened it at North 16th and Commercial Avenue. In 1863, Simeon 
sold it to fellow Englishman Ebenezer Dallow. Two years later, in 1865, Dallow sold it 
to a German immigrant named Joseph Baumann. Baumann moved the operation to 
North 16th and Franklin Streets in the early 1860s, and died in 1876. His wife, 
Wilhemina Baumann, promoted a young German named Gottlieb Storz to brewmaster 
that year. In 1884, Storz and an English immigrant called J. D. Iler bought the 
operation. In 1891, Storz founded the Omaha Brewing Association and bought out Iler. 
His plant was called the Storz Brewery, and his association ran a number of taverns 
throughout Omaha. There were also more than a dozen buildings constructed here over 
the years that were designed by a variety of architects included Henry Voss, Joseph 
Guth, Henry Raapke and the Leo A. Daly Company. Gottlieb’s son Adolph took 
control in the 1910s, and his son Robert managed the business starting in the 1950s. 
Future movie sensation Fred Astaire worked as a salesman for the company in the 
1920s. Some of the varieties they served over the years included Storz Porter, Storz Old 
Saxon, Storz Gold Crest, Storz Pilsner Club, Storz Bock Beer, Storz Winterbru, Storz 
Export, and Storz Blue Ribbon. In 1966, the brand was sold to a private investment 
company. In 1972, the brewery was entirely closed down. Almost the entire facility was 
demolished by 2000, with a few 1940s era buildings remaining. 

 Robert Strehlow was born this year. A nationally recognized builder, he used European 
Neo-Classical style architectural techniques to innovate the construction of many of the 
temporary buildings at the 1893 Trans-Mississippi Exposition. Afterwards, he continued 
building at expositions across the United States, as well as constructing the Strehlow 
Terrace apartments, The Margaret apartments, and more. He died in 1952.   

1863  Brownell Hall was founded at the location of present-day North 24th and Grand 
Streets. It moved twice, and is now located on Underwood Avenue and called Brownell-
Talbot School. 

  The Storz Brewery was established along North 16th Street. Over more a century, more 
than a dozen buildings were built at this location. They included The Storz Brewery 
closed permanently in 1973. 
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 Ella Mahammitt was born in November. She was editor of The Enterprise, president of 
Omaha’s Colored Women’s Club, and an officer of local branches of the Afro-
American League. Nationally, she was vice-president of the National Federation of 
Afro-American Women in 1895; and was a committee member of the National 
Association of Colored Women in 1896. Ella was married to Thomas P. Mahammitt. 
She died around 1903. 

 Judge George Lake sentences former Kansas Territory legislator Cyrus Tator to hang 
for murdering a man this year. Tator swung from the gallows on August 28th. 

1864  Victor B. Walker was born this year. After serving as a Buffalo Soldier, he moved to 
North Omaha. In Omaha, he was a political activist; a civil rights lawyer and activist; an 
Omaha Police Department officer; the owner of Omaha’s notorious saloon called The 
Midway; a journalist, and; a North Omaha crime boss. He was acknowledged as the 
African American lieutenant for Tom Dennison’s criminal enterprise. The date of his 
death is unknown. 

 The house at 8314 North 31st Street was built this year. Located in the Florence 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1865  Jack Broomfield was born this year. He was a notorious crime boss in North Omaha in 
the 1910s and 20s. The Broomfield Rowhouse at 2502-2504 Lake Street belonged to 
him. He died in 1927. 

 Saint John’s African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church was founded this year. After 
starting downtown, they had a new church building designed by African American 
architect Clarence Wigington that was built at North 18th and Webster in the Near 
North Side neighborhood. Later, they moved to North 25th and Grant Streets. In 1921, 
the current Saint John’s A.M.E. Church was built at 5624 North 22nd Street, also in the 
Near North Side. Frederick S. Stott designed it in the Prairie style, and it was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1980 as well as being designated an Omaha 
Landmark in 1978. In 1923, Saint John’s sold their building at North 25th and Grant to 
the local Catholic diocese to become the segregated Saint Benedict the Moor parish. 

 A clause in the original proposed Nebraska State Constitution limited voting rights in 
the state to “free white males”. A continual issue in the Nebraska Territorial Legislature, 
it prevented Nebraska from entering the Union until 1867. 

1866   John A. Williams was born on February 28th of this year. He was an African American 
minister, journalist, and Civil Rights activist. He was a nationally recognized leader of 
the Episcopal Church and minister of Saint Barnabas Church who helped found Saint 
Phillip the Deacon Church in the Near North Side neighborhood, as well as a writer for 
The Enterprise and founder of The Monitor. He was married to Lucinda Gamble, the first 
African American teacher in Omaha and the father of Catherine, Worthington and 
Dorothy, who was the first African American graduate of the University of Omaha. He 
died February 4, 1933. 

 The Headquarters of the US Army Department of the Platte were designated to be 
located in Omaha this year. They eventually moved to Fort Omaha. 

 Saratoga School opened this year at at N. 24th and Meridith Avenue in the Saratoga 
neighborhood. By 1885, it moved into a new schoolhouse at North 24th and Ames 
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Avenue, and in 1926 it moved into its current building near North 25th and Meredith 
Avenue. 

1867  The Omaha Horse Street Railway was founded this year. They established stables at 
North 26th and Lake Streets in the Long School neighborhood this year. 

 John E. Reagan was born during this year. He was a member of the Nebraska 
Legislature who represented North Omaha. The date of his death is unknown. 

 John McCreary built his country estate along Saunders Road, which eventually was 
called North 24th, and Pratt Streets. The neighborhood was eventually called Kountze 
Place. 

 Brownell Hall at Saunders Road and Grand Avenue in the town of Saratoga graduated 
Nebraska’s first high school students this year. 

1868  The Sherman Barracks at present-day North 30th and Fort Streets were established this 
year. Within a year, they were renamed as the Omaha Barracks, and were renamed again 
a decade later as Fort Omaha.  

 The parade grounds at present-day Fort Omaha were created this year at Middle Road 
and East Road. Currently, they were on the Metro Community College campus. It was 
included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Long School neighborhood was established this year. It is bounded by Lake Street 
on the north and Hamilton on the south; North 24th on the east and North 30th on the 
west. 

 Edwin Overall leads a fight to end the de jure segregation against African Americans in 
Omaha schools starting this year. In 1869 the formal, legal system ended. De facto 
segregation was reinstated shortly afterwards, and today most African Americans 
students in Omaha Public Schools are separated by race from the rest of the city’s 
schools. 

 18th Street Methodist Episcopal Church was founded this year. Within a year, Omaha 
pioneer Moses Shinn built a church with his own money at North 23rd and Izard Streets 
in the Near North Side neighborhood. Shinn also pastored to the church until 1872, 
when the first minister was appointed. The congregation disbanded and the building 
became the Swedish Methodist Church by 1900, while it’s accoutrements were taken to 
the Seward Street Methodist Episcopal Church. 

1869  Comfort Baker was born around this year. Growing up in North Omaha, she became 
the first African American to graduate from high school in Omaha. 

 John Grant Pegg was born this year. After moving to North Omaha in 1898, he became 
a member of the Omaha City Council in 1906, and was known as the councilman for 
the Black community. Afterward, the City of Omaha appointed Pegg as the first African 
American Inspector of Weights and Measures. He died in 1916. 

 Edwin Overall became the first African American to hold a government job in 
Nebraska during this year. While living in North Omaha, he was appointed as the 
general delivery clerk for the post office. He was the first Black mail carrier in the state 
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and the only Black man to hold a government position in Nebraska until the 1880s. He 
worked for the post office until he died in 1901. 

 The Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church started meeting in Omaha during this year. 
By 1900, they acquired the former 18th Street Methodist Episcopal Church building at 
North 23rd and Izard in the Near North Side neighborhood. 
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1870s 
1870s  The Central Park neighborhood began as a rural farming community called West 

Saratoga, then Cherry Hill. The present-day neighborhood’s boundaries are Sorenson 
Parkway on the north and Ames Avenue on the south; North 36th on the east and 
North 46th on the west. It became called Central Park by the late 1880s.  

 Omaha View School was opened at 2906 North 30th Street during this decade. In 1912, 
the building was rebuilt and renamed after an early Omaha educator, and is now called 
the Howard Kennedy School. Designed by George Lee Fisher, John Latenser and Sons 
designed a later addition. Jacob Maag’s stonework and sculpting are present, as well. The 
building continues standing today. Located in the Omaha View neighborhood, by the 
1960s it became one of Omaha’s de facto segregated schools, where African American 
students are separated by race from the rest of the city’s schools. 

 The 24th and Lake Historic District began being built during this decade. None of the 
current buildings are the originals, which were wood framed. However, more than 40 of 
the second generation of buildings from 1900 and beyond still stand, and several were 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2016.  

 Mount View Elementary School at 5322 North 52nd Street was opened this decade. 
Starting as a one-room schoolhouse for an unnamed farming community, there were 
several additions to the building through 1959. Originally the school belonging to 
District 38, it became part of Omaha Public Schools in 1960. It was replaced with a new 
building in 2006. 

1870  The Nebraska School for the Deaf opened this year. Over its century-plus existence, 
more than a dozen buildings were constructed on the campus at North 42nd Street and 
Bedford Avenue in the Fairfax neighborhood. Some of the architectural designs were 
done by Lawrie and Stockham. The school closed in 1998.  

 Dan Desdunes was born this year. He became a famous North Omaha orchestra and 
band leader, and led the Boys Town Band for years. He lived in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, and died on April 24, 1929. 

 The J. J. Brown Mansion was built this year. Located at 2225 Sherman Avenue along the 
present-day Kountze Place neighborhood, it was designed in the Second Italianate 
Renaissance style. A 12-room mansion, it featured a large porch and 11-foot-high 
ceilings throughout the house. In 1903, the home became the second location for the 
Wise Memorial Hospital. They moved in 1908, and the mansion was demolished in 
1911. 

 The Bailey Mansion was built this year. It was located at 1504 North 19th Street along 
the present-day Florence Boulevard, it was designed in the elegant Eastlake style. The 
house was demolished around 1900.  

 The house at 2902 North 25th Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 3024 Sheffield Street was built this year. Located in the Florence 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 
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 Inspirational House of Prayer, 4248 Lake Street was built this year. Located in the 
Orchard Hill neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1871  The Pleasant Hill Cemetery was established this year. B’nai Israel started it at 6412 
North 42nd Street south of the Town of Florence. B’nai Jacob and Anshe Sholom also 
had separate cemeteries here before they closed. Now, they are part of the larger 
cemetery, which is now called Temple Israel Cemetery. 

 Edwin Overall organized the Progressive Age Association, the first literary society in 
North Omaha, during this year. It was an important gathering place for Omaha’s 
African American community, with members including Dr. W. H. C. Stephenson, Dr. 
Matthew Ricketts, Abraham W. Parker, W. H. Washington, Rev. R. Ricketts, E. S. 
Clellans, J. Johnson, and C. C. Cary. 

 The North Omaha School was built this year. It was located at North 19th and Izard 
Streets in the Near North Side neighborhood, and was designed in the Italianate Revival 
style. It was later called the Izard School, and was demolished around 1900. 

 The Saratoga Stables at 2501 Taylor Avenue were built this year. Located in the Saratoga 
neighborhood, the building is among the oldest remnants of the former Town of 
Saratoga, and currently stands. 

1872 Lake School was built at 2410 North 19th Street during this year. Located in the Near 
North Side, it was rebuilt in 1888. The second building was then replaced in 1929. It was 
one of Omaha’s de facto segregated schools, where African American students are 
separated by race from the rest of the city’s schools. 

 The Springville School on North 60th near Girard Street was opened this year. Began as 
a two-room schoolhouse for the former town of DeBolt Place, it was the school for 
District 29. It was rebuilt in 1884 and again in 1917. In 1948, a new two-room brick 
school was built on its present-day location at North 60th and Girard Streets. In 1958, 
District 29 merged into Omaha Public Schools, and after several additions, they built a 
new building which opened in 2007. It continues to operate. 

1873  Sarah Helen Bradley Toliver Mahammitt was born around this year. She was a student at 
Le Cordon Bleu in Paris, and sought to bring formal European cooking to African 
American women in Omaha. She was a caterer, chef and author of cookbook. Sarah 
married Thomas P. Mahammitt after his first wife died. She died November 26, 1956. 

1875  Lucille B. Skaggs Edwards was born in July this year. She was a journalist who published 
The Women’s Aurora, making her the first black woman to publish a magazine in 
Nebraska. She lived in the Near North Side neighborhood, and was also a political 
organizer and a clerk in the district court. 

 Lucinda (Lucy) Anneford W. Gamble was born on September 9th of this year. She was 
the Omaha school district’s first black teacher. She lived in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, and was involved in the Episcopal Diocese of Nebraska; chairman of the 
board of the Negro Old People’s Home; was on boards for the Omaha chapter of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; the Omaha Community 
of Christ; Omaha Colored Women’s Club; and the Omaha Community Chest.  

 A farmhouse was built this year at present-day North 24th and Pratt Streets that was 
eventually expanded into the Redick Mansion. 
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 The Omaha Driving Park was established this year on the old county fairgrounds in the 
former town of Saratoga. It hosted many events as well as buggy, car, bicycle and 
motorcycle races. It was closed by 1920. 

 The Dexter Thomas House was a large mansion built around this year. It was located at 
938 North 27th Street in the Stick style. Located in the Montclair neighborhood, it was a 
large house with a lot of wood detailing inside and out. Its main feature was a five-story 
tower overlooking the surrounding neighborhood and had a view of the Missouri River. 
It was demolished in the 1920s. 

 The house at 1119 North 20th Street was built this year. Located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 Billy Crutchfield was born on May 8th of this year. As an African American lieutenant in 
Tom Dennison's criminal enterprise, he was responsible for much of the crime in North 
Omaha during the Roaring 20s. The Crutchfield Rowhouse at 2506-2506 Lake Street 
belonged to him. He died on November 15, 1917. 

1876 The John McCreary Mansion was built this year at 3706 North 24th Street. Built in the 
Second Italianate Renaissance style, McCreary had ten acres of land north of the future 
Kountze Place neighborhood. In 1905, McCreary sold his home and it became the 
Swedish Mission Hospital. 

 Alvin Saunders’s second mansion was built this year at North 16th and Grace Streets 
this year. Located by the Near North Side neighborhood, it was designed in the Second 
Italianate Renaissance style, it had more than 20 rooms when it was built. It later served 
as the Salvation Army Women’s Hospital, which added 20 rooms to it; the German Old 
People’s Home, which added 20 rooms; and the Omaha Parent Center. It was 
demolished in 1974.  

 W. H. C. Stephenson, William R. Gamble, Emmanuel S. Clenlans, Edwin Overall, and 
Rev W. H. Wilson organized the Nebraska State Convention of Colored Men. The 
convention met to discuss lynching and to select delegates for a similar national 
convention. 

 John Adams, Sr. was born on February 2nd of this year. An A.M.E. minister and the 
presiding elder of the national AME Church. Living and working in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, Adams was also a lawyer and a member of the Nebraska Legislature 
from 1949 to 1962, in which he was the only African American member at the time. His 
son was John Adams, Jr., and he died April 21, 1962. 

 Stuart Heintzelman was born November 19th of this year. He was a high-ranking officer 
who lived at Fort Omaha in North Omaha for almost a decade. He died on July 6, 1935. 

1877  Frank Lahm was born on On November 17th of this year. The “nation’s first military 
aviator” and a high-ranking officer, he was stationed for a time at Fort Omaha in North 
Omaha. He died July 7, 1963. 

 The Saratoga Bend in the Missouri River was “cut off” this year. A flood moved the 
channel of the river and formed what originally was called Cutoff Lake. It was later 
called Lake Nakoma and then named Carter Lake in honor of an industrialist named 
Levi Carter. 
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 The town of Saratoga was annexed by the City of Omaha this year. They land included 
Sulphur Springs and West Saratoga, aka Central Park. 

 Saint Phillip the Deacon Episcopal Church is opened this year. A segregated church, its 
permanent building was located at North 21st and Paul Streets in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. In 1986, it merged with Saint John's Episcopal Church to form the 
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection at North 30th and Belvedere Boulevard, where it 
continues to serve. Their Paul Street building was later demolished. 

1878  The Sherman Barracks were renamed Fort Omaha by the US government this year. Fort 
Omaha is bounded by Fort Street on the South to Laurel Avenue on the North; North 
30th Street on the east to North 33rd Street on the west. 33 buildings at Fort Omaha 
were added to the National Register of Historic Places as a historic district in 1974.  

 Fort Omaha’s quartermaster’s office and post commissary were built this year at North 
Road and East Road. Currently, it is Building 6 and houses the Graphic Communication 
Arts department on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of 
the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1979. 

1879  The trial of Standing Bear v. Crook was held at Fort Omaha during this year. In this trial, 
the United States government recognized Native Americans as human beings for the 
first time. Standing Bear and his band were imprisoned at the Guardhouse, which is 
now included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District which is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

 The Fort Omaha Headquarters of the Department of the Platte were constructed this 
year at Middle Road and Metro Tech College Road. In 1884, it became post 
headquarters, as well as the chapel and hospital. Currently, it is Building 8 and houses 
the Library on the Metro Community College campus. It is included in  the 1979 listing 
for the Fort Omaha Historic District. 

 The Fort Omaha commanding officer’s house was built this year on Fort Omaha’s 
officer’s row at West Road and Middle Road. It was then converted into bachelor 
officer quarters and an officer’s club in WWII. In the 1970s, it was restored to period 
style to house the Douglas County Historical Society. Currently, it is Building 11B and is 
called the General Crook House. It is on the Metro Community College campus. It was 
included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979. 
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1880s 
1880s  Real estate agents start selling lots in the Kountze Place neighborhood during this 

decade. He lays some sidewalks and places some light posts, and promotes the area as a 
posh suburb. Eventually he convinces the horse-drawn streetcar to run a line out there, 
making it seem more exclusive. Some lots sell, but not too many. A few houses were 
built there, but not too many. 

 Saint Paul German Evangelical Lutheran Church opened during this decade at North 
28th and Parker Streets. Located in the Highland neighborhood, it was closed by the 
1920s. Its building was demolished in the 1970s to make way for the North Freeway. 

1880  African American Republicans met on August 18 of this year in North Omaha, and 
elected W. H. C. Stephenson to be among the delegates sent to the Nebraska 
Republican Convention.  

 W. H. C. Stephenson, James O. Adams, Edwin R. Overall, John R. Simpson, and Peter 
Williams met on on August 30th of this year and organized a Nebraska State 
Convention of Colored Americans. 

 Matthew Ricketts was admitted to the Omaha Medical College this year. Living and 
working in the Near North Side neighborhood, he became the first African American 
doctor in Nebraska, and the college later became the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center. 

 Edward Raymond Burke was born November 28th of this year. While living in the 
Miller Park neighborhood of North Omaha, he became president of the Omaha Public 
Schools board of education. In that role, he explicitly used de facto segregation and 
segregationist policies to keep African American students and teachers in North Omaha. 
Afterward, he was elected be a United States Senator from 1934 to 1940. He lived on 
Florence Boulevard in the Miller Park neighborhood.  

 The Florence Water Works were established by the American Water Company south of 
John J. Pershing Drive and Bondesson Street during this year. Located in the Florence 
neighborhood, it operates currently. 

 Two duplexes were constructed this year on Fort Omaha’s officer’s row. Currently, they 
are Building 12N, which houses guest housing, and Building 12S, which houses the 
MCC Foundation Office and Alumni Center. Both are on the Metro Community 
College campus and were included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Paulsen House at 2206 Lake Street is built. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th 
and Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Saratoga Lyceum started this year. With a hall on the southwest corner of North 
25th and Ames Avenue, it rotated locations in the community. It stopped meeting 
around 1895.  

 The house at 2124 Grand Avenue was built this year. Located in the Saratoga 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 
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 The house at 1510 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1425 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1522 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1520 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1526 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1422 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1881  The Memmen Apartments were built this year. Located at 2214, 2216, 2218, and 2220 
Florence Boulevard, they were designed by Findley and Shield and built this year. They 
were listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2014. 

 The house at 2811 Charles Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2812 Hamilton Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 Jacob Maag was born this year. After immigrating to Omaha around 1900, he was a 
stonecutter and sculptor across the city. He lived in the Kountze Park neighborhood 
almost all of his life. Currently, his legacy can be seen at Durham Museum; the New 
York Life Insurance Building; the Brandeis Store; Capitol, Central and Tech High 
Schools; the Scottish Rite Cathedral; and at the Nebraska State Capitol, along with more 
than 300 other structures throughout the city. He died in 1980. 

1882  The Academy of the Sacred Heart / Duchesne Academy at 3601 Burt Street was 
designed and built in this year. Several architects designed sections of the building, 
including Patrick J. Creedon, Dufrene and Medelssohn, Thomas Rogers Kimball and 
Jacob Nachtigal. Located in the Gold Coast neighborhood, it continues operating. 

 Harrison J. Pinkett was born this year. Living and working in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, he was a journalist, civil rights activist and a lawyer. As a lawyer, he was 
involved in many of Omaha’s early civil rights struggles. He served as a first lieutenant 
in WWI and frequently defended the rights of Black soldiers. He died July 19, 1960. 

 Long School was opened this year at 2520 Franklin Street. It was closed in the 1970s 
and rebuilt, and permanently closed in the 1980s. The namesake of the Long School 
neighborhood, it had the first elementary library in Omaha. It was one of Omaha’s de 
facto segregated schools, where African American students are separated by race from 
the rest of the city’s schools. 
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 The Jewish Hungarian Congregation was opened this year. It was eventually called B’nai 
Jacob Anshe Sholom. It was located in the Near North Side neighborhood, and was 
closed by the 1950s. 

 The Paul Street School was built at North 24th and Paul Streets this year. It was a grade 
school and hosted classes for adult immigrants, too. It was located in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, and was closed in 1891. 

 Thomas Selfridge was born February 8th this year. He was an officer at Fort Omaha. He 
became the first person to die in a crash of a powered airplane when a passenger on a 
demonstration flight piloted by Orville Wright on September 17, 1908. 

 George Wells Parker was born September 18th this year. He was an African-American 
political activist who lived in the Near North Side. Parker went to Creighton University 
and later co-founded the Hamitic League of the World. He died on July 28, 1931. 

 The First German Presbyterian Church opened at North 18th and Cuming Streets this 
year. By 1910 they had built a new church at 2019 Willis Avenue in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, and became known as Bethany Presbyterian Church. Bethany 
Presbyterian Church merged with Hillside Presbyterian in 1954 and moved to the 
former North Presbyterian Church near the present-day 24th and Lake Historic District 
to become the Calvin Memorial Presbyterian Church. The church at North 20th and 
Willis Streets was bought by the Volunteers of America, which vacated the building in 
1967. In 1969, Pleasant Green Baptist Church bought the building. In 1971, they 
demolished the building and built a new one the next year. Today, that building at 2002 
Willis Street is home to the New Beginnings Apostolic Church.  

1883  Buffalo Bill Cody performs the first official performance of the Wild West Show at the 
Omaha Driving Park in the former town of Saratoga on May 19th this year.  

 The Kountze Place neighborhood was begun this year. It is bounded by North 16th 
Street on the east to North 30th Street on the west; Locust Street on the south to Pratt 
Street on the north. Banker and investor Augustus Kountze had roads laid and installed 
sidewalks and gas street lamps, as well as planting trees. 

 The Plymouth Congregational Church was founded this year. In 1889, a new church 
was dedicated at Florence Boulevard and Spencer Street. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, in 1913 Easter Sunday tornado destroyed the building, and the 
congregation built a new church at North 18th and Emmet Streets. It was opened at 
1802 Emmet Street in 1914, and was sold to Primm Chapel A.M.E. Church in 1961, 
which closed at some point in the 1980s. Plymouth merged with another congregation 
and moved to west Omaha. The church at 18th and Emmet Street is now home to the 
Second Baptist Church. 

 The Holy Family Catholic parish was organized this year. Their church was built in 
1883. Designed by Charles and August Cleves in the Gothic Revival and Romanesque 
Revival style, the Holy Family School was opened in the first floor of the church at 1715 
Izard Street in the Near North Side neighborhood. The school closed in 1961, but the 
parish still operates. The church itself was designated an Omaha Landmark in 1985 and 
added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1986.  

 Beth Hamedrosh Hagadol, also known as the “Litvsche Shul,” was opened at 723 North 
19th Street in the Near North Side neighborhood. It later moved to south Omaha. 
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 Beth Hamedrosh Adas Yeshurun was established on North 19th Street in the Near 
North Side neighborhood. It ceased existing by the 1950s. 

 The Women's Christian Aid Association was founded to help Omaha's elderly this year. 
In 1887, they bought a house at 2718 Burt Street, and in 1902 they moved to 2214 Wirt 
Street in the Kountze Place neighborhood, which was called the Old Peoples Home. 
This building was demolished by the 1960s. In 1917, the George and Sarah Joslyn 
donated money to build a new home at 3325 Fontenelle Boulevard near Benson, which 
was designed by John and Alan McDonald in the Colonial Revival style. It was called the 
Fontenelle Boulevard Home. In the early 1980s, it merged with the Immanuel Nursing 
Care Center and moved to 6901 North 72nd Street. After being closed for three years, 
in 1986 the facility on Fontenelle Boulevard was bought by the Holy Name Housing 
Corporation, renovated, and given the name Leo Vaughn Manor. In 1987 it was listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, and the manor continues operating 
currently.  

 The Belt Line Railway was established this year by Jay Gould. Eventually, tracks went 
from North 15th and Webster north to Commercial Avenue; then cut west through 
Saratoga to North 33rd and Paxton Boulevard; after that the tracks moved southwest 
toward North 40th and Hamilton Streets, then south of Dodge and beyond North 
Omaha. Passenger service continues into the 1910s, then the line became almost 
exclusively for freight. It ceases to operate in the 1980s and was largely removed by the 
2000s. 

 The Fort Omaha Ordnance Magazine was built this year between First and Second 
Road and along East Road. It served as Signal Corps Radio Monitor starting in 1917. It 
is on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha 
Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The house at 1818 North 26th Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1102 North 24th Street was built this year. Located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2617 Parker Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2802 Seward Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1884  Matthew Ricketts was the first African American to graduate from a Nebraska college or 
university, and the first African American doctor in Nebraska. He lived and practiced in 
the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 Comfort Baker became the first African American to graduate a high school in Omaha, 
finishing at Omaha High School at the age of 15. She lived in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 

 Zion Baptist Church was established this year. It’s first place of worship was built at 
2215 Grant Street in the Near North Side neighborhood, and was rebuilt in 1891. In 
1913, it was rebuilt from designs by nationally recognized North Omaha architect “Cap” 
Clarence Wigington. It currently stands. 
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 A Fort Omaha officer quarters was constructed as officer housing on East Road 
between South Road and Middle Road this year. Currently, it is Building 3 and houses 
Administrative Computing on the Metro Community College campus. It was included 
as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1979. 

 Another Fort Omaha officer quarters were built this year at Fort Omaha between North 
Road and Middle Road. Currently, it is Building 9 and houses Adult Education on the 
Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic 
District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 A separate Fort Omaha officer quarters was built this year. Currently, it is Building 11A 
and houses the Douglas County Historical Society Archives on the Metro Community 
College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Fort Omaha guardhouse at Middle Road and East Road was built this year. 
Currently, it is Building 4 and houses the Help Desk on the Metro Community College 
campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 Seward Street Methodist Episcopal Church was established this year. Their church was 
located at North 22nd and Seward Streets in the Near North Side neighborhood. 
Around the 1910s it was merged into Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church located in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood. 

 The house at 1524 North 28th Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2802 Franklin Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1885  Edwin Overall, the son of a slave, became one of Omaha’s wealthiest citizens when his 
father dies and left him a fortune. He lived in North Omaha. Overall invested widely in 
real estate and was later a director and president of the Missouri and Nebraska Coal 
Mining Company. 

 Clifton E. Mayne bought the Miller farm at North 24th and Pratt and builds his grand 
mansion there. Started in the 1870s as a farmhouse, it is redesigned in elegant Queen 
Anne and Eastlake styles at 3612 North 24th Street in the Kountze Place neighborhood. 
John Redick bought it around 1890, and in 1907, his son Oak Ames Redick sold the 
Redick Mansion to a group opening a higher education institution in North Omaha this 
year. It was located across the street from the Swedish Mission Hospital and up the 
street from the Omaha Presbyterian Theological Seminary. It was in the renamed 
Redick Hall that the University of Omaha started in the fall, and stayed at the southwest 
corner of the intersection at North 24th and Pratt Streets until 1938. In 1917, the 
University disassembled the mansion and sold it to a resort in Minnesota. The mansion 
was renamed the Valhalla Pavilion and burnt down in a fire in 1928. 

 The Walnut Hill neighborhood was established this year by Samuel D. Mercer. It is 
bounded by North 40th Street on the east, Cuming Street on the south, Northwest 
Radial Highway and Saddle Creek Road on the west and Hamilton Street on the north. 
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 Walnut Hill Park was originally included by Dr. Samuel Mercer in his plans for his 
Walnut Hill neighborhood this year. It is located at 3805 Hamilton Street, and all six 
acres of Walnut Hill Park were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Mercer Mansion at 3920 Cuming Street was built this year. Located in the Walnut 
Hill neighborhood, it was designed by Englishman Sidney Smith in the Queen Anne 
Revival style. It is a grand 23-room red brick mansion with high Victorian styling. It 
features a four story tower and exquisite woodwork throughout the home. In the 1920s, 
the Victorian trim was removed and the house was subdivided into apartments. It 
continues standing. 

 The Walnut Hill Pumping Station located at 3805 Lafayette Avenue was first opened 
this year. Located in the Walnut Hill neighborhood, there were major additions designed 
by Homer Virgil Knouse in 1915, with all of the concrete work reflecting a commitment 
to the Neo-classical style. A pergola and tall staircases once framed the pools, with large 
water fountains encased in small wading pools and luscious manicured grounds 
surrounding the installation. The pools and fountains are intact today, as well as a park 
surrounding the facility. 

 Forest Lawn Memorial Park at 7909 Mormon Bridge Road was established this year. 
Located near the present-day Raven Oaks neighborhood, Forest Lawn is the largest 
cemetery in the city. There were many thousands of burials there, including whole 
sections of the cemetery that are owned by the G.A.R., the Freemasons, and the Omaha 
Typographical Union. Part of Forest Lawn was also made into a national soldiers’ 
cemetery. Its chapel and crematorium were designed by architect John McDonald and 
opened in 1914, and is widely regarded for its historic beauty. In 1918, architect 
Frederick A. Henninger designed the notable Henry Clay Bostwick Mausoleum in a 
Neo-Egyptian Revival style, infusing of Middle Eastern symbolism throughout the 
design. Henninger also designed the Maintenance Building and Caretaker's Residence, 
which were built in 1930. 

 The Poppleton Estate was built this year at 2232 N. 16th Street in the Victorian Gothic 
Revival style. Poppleton was an early lawyer, politician and real estate speculator in 
Omaha. Serving as a Nebraska Territorial legislator, he was also the second mayor of 
Omaha. He built his large brick mansion with 15 rooms overlooking the Missouri River 
valley near the Near North Side neighborhood. It was demolished around 1945. 

 The Nash Mansion at 3806 Burt Street was built this year. Located in the Gold Coast 
neighborhood, this regal Queen Anne / Eastlake style house was demolished around 
1920. 

 The Saratoga Congregational Church was founded this year on the southwest corner of 
25th and Ames in the Saratoga neighborhood. It was merged the West Saratoga 
neighborhood at 42nd and Grand Avenue and renamed the Cherry Hill Congregational 
Church by 1912. That neighborhood was later renamed Central Park. Located at 5001 
North 42nd Street, the Congregationalists moved out in the 1990s. Currently, the 
Central Park building is home to the True Vine Baptist Church. 

 Welsh Presbyterian Church opened this year. It was located at 1918 Cuming Street. It 
was closed by 1900. 
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 The North Side Danish Methodist Episcopal Church at 1713 North 25th Street opened 
this year. Located in the Near North Side neighborhood, by 1888 the congregation was 
called the Norwegian-Danish Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1908, they opened a new 
church at 2431 Decatur Street. Located in the Long School neighborhood, the 
congregation folded in 1941 and the building was sold to Cleaves Temple Colored 
Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church. 

 The house at 1844 North 18th Street was built this year. Located in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2815 Charles Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Putnam House at 1115 North 29th Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2537 Patrick Avenue was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Saunders House at 1612 Burdette Street was built this year. Located in the Near 
North Side neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1117 North 20th Street was built this year. Located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2408 Maple Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2518 Maple Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze 
Place neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2516 Maple Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2514 North 17th Street was built this year. Located in the Long School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1886  The Mount Pisgah Baptist Church is organized this year and changed its name to Mount 
Moriah Baptist the next year. In 1927, they moved to North 24th and Ohio Streets in 
the Near North Side and continue currently.  

 Midrash Haggodol, aka Chevra Israel was established this year. It was located in the 
Near North Side, and was closed by the 1960s. 

 The Hillside Congregational Church was built this year at North 30th and Ohio Streets 
in the Bedford Place neighborhood. It was merged with Central Park Congregational, 
and the building was sold to Hillside Presbyterian in 1926. It burned down in 1937. 

 Chevra B’nai Israel Adas Russia was founded this year. It was located in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, and closed by the 1950s. 

 The Pella Danish Lutheran Church was founded this year. Their first building was 
located at 2217 North 26th Street in the Long School neighborhood. In 1894, they built 
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a new church at 2723 North 30th Street in the Omaha View neighborhood. In 1946, 
they sold that building to the Hope Lutheran congregation, an African American 
church. 

 The German Baptist Church was built this year on the northeast corner of North 26th 
and Seward Street in the Near North Side neighborhood. It was gone by the 1930s. 

 Calvary Baptist Church opened this year. Originally located at North 24th and Cuming 
in the Near North Side neighborhood, by 1893 it was at North 26th and Seward Streets. 
The church was at North 25th and Hamilton for a short time, and in 1921, the church 
opened its new church at North 39th and Cuming Streets by the Walnut Hill 
neighborhood. The congregation voted to dissolve in 2004. The building has been the 
Harvest Community Church since then. 

 The house at 2907 Charles Street was built this year. Located in the Long School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 3030 Evans Street was built this year. Located in the Bedford Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1887  The Nebraska Legislature passed an anti-miscegenation law prohibiting African 
Americans and white people from being married this year. It was amended in 1917 to 
define a Black person as having 1/8 blood, meaning at least one great grandparent. This 
Jim Crow law was known as the octoroon rule, and was the same standard used in The 
South. 

 The Town of Benson Place, later called Benson, was platted this year along Military 
Avenue. 

 African American barbers stage the first-ever labor strike in Omaha this year. They 
protested against having Black and white barbers working together, instead calling for 
the strict segregation of shops in order to ensure business. They won, and the practice 
of de facto segregating barber and beauty shops continued into the 1970s. 

 The George H. Kelly House at 1924 Binney Street was built in this year. Located in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood, it was designed by Gustav Peterson in the Neo-Classical 
Revival style, and was designated an Omaha Landmark in 1981. 

 Knox Presbyterian was established on October 17th of this year. Located at North 19th 
and Lake Streets, the church was in the Near North Side neighborhood. In 1908, it 
consolidated with the Second Presbyterian church and moved to the latter’s church at 
North 19th and Ohio Streets. In 1910, the congregation joined North Presbyterian 
Church. 

 The John P. Bay House was built this year. It is at 2024 Binney Street in the Kountze 
Place neighborhood, and was designed by George L. Fisher in the Queen Anne style. 
The house was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1981 and designated 
an Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Town of Saratoga was annexed into Omaha. 

 Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church opened this year at North 24th and Binney Streets. 
It was located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, and in 1890, the congregation 
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moved to 2017 Binney Street, also in Kountze Place. The Easter Sunday tornado of 
1913 nearly demolished the church. During the 1910s, the Seward Street Methodist 
Church was merged with Trinity. In 1953, Trinity built a new church at 6001 Fontenelle 
Boulevard in the Belvedere neighborhood. In 2009, the parishes of Trinity, Pearl 
Memorial and Asbury were combined to form TRIcommunity Church at the former 
Trinity Church. 

 The Bemis Park neighborhood was annexed into Omaha. 

 The Kountze Place neighborhood was annexed into Omaha. 

 Saint Paul Lutheran Church was established in 1887. They built their new church in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood at 2443 Evans Street in 1914. The Saint Paul Lutheran 
Grade School was attached next door. In 1965, the congregation moved to 5020 Grand 
Avenue in the Fontenelle View neighborhood. The Evans Street church has been used 
by several other churches since, including Clare Memorial United Methodist, and may 
be empty currently. 

 Franklin School was built this year. Located at 3506 Franklin Street in the Prospect Hill 
neighborhood, it was a one-room school house. A new four-room building was built 
next to the original in 1964. The original building was demolished in 1977 and not 
replaced until 1982, and is being rehabilitated in 2016. 

 Saint John’s Catholic Parish opened this year. It was originally located at North 26th and 
Franklin Streets in the Long School neighborhood, along with its school. In 1900, a new 
building was planned for 2500 California Street near the Gifford Park neighborhood. It 
was designed by Patrick J. Creedon designed the initial section, and Jacob M. Nachtigall 
added to it extensively in 1923. The parish school was constructed at 2507 California 
Street by 1905, and another new building replaced it after 1920. The school closed in 
1968, and the church continues. 

 The Immanuel Deaconess Hospital was founded this year by Swedish Lutherans under 
the leadership of Rev. Erik Alfred Fogelstrom. Located in the Monmouth Park 
neighborhood, it was started at North 34th and Meredith. The original element of the 
institution was the Immanuel Deaconess Institute, which was a nursing school was 
opened in 1889. The Immanuel Deaconess Home for the Aged and Infirm, the 
Immanuel Hospital and the Deaconess Motherhouse all launched in 1890. The 
Immanuel Children’s Home was founded in 1901. Over the next 75 years, the hospital 
expanded several times, constructing at least a dozen buildings over the extent of their 
campus. In 1976, the entire Immanuel organization opened a new campus at North 
72nd and Hartman. The 34th Street campus was largely closed, and almost all of the 
buildings were demolished by 1990. The last remaining building was a nurse’s dormitory 
at North 36th and Larimore. It was used as an drug treatment center for more than 25 
years, but is currently vacant. 

 The Fort Omaha Quartermaster’s Mule Barn at Supply Road and Saratoga Street was 
built this year. Currently, it houses the MCC Boardroom and an Instructional Facility on 
the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha 
Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The house at 1605 Locust Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 
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 The E. Van Court House at 1902 Wirt Street was built this year. It was designed by 
Lietz and Latenser in the Craftsman style. Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, 
it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha.  

 The Delavetga House was built this year. Located at 3835 California Street, it was listed 
as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997. 

 The J. O. Corby House at 2004 Binney Street was built this year. It was designed by 
Henry Voss in the Late Gothic Revival style. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 4131 Lake Street in the Orchard Hill neighborhood, it is currently one of 
the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Young House at 2022 North 18th Street was built this year. Located in the Near 
North Side neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1888  The Seaman House at 3863 California Street was built in this year and is now included 
as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997. 

 Walnut Hill School was opened this year on the corner of North 44th and Hamilton 
Streets. By 1907, this Walnut Hill neighborhood building was a ten-room brick building 
with a two-room frame annex. It was built in one of the early walnut groves planted in 
Omaha. 

 Emmanuel Clenlans was an African American delegate to the Nebraska Republican 
Convention this year. He lived and worked in North Omaha. 

 First Danish Baptist Church was opened this year. Originally located at 2511 Decatur 
Street, they built a permanent building at North 27th and Seward in 1891. The church 
was gone by 1906.  

 Webster School was built this year at 616 North 28th Street. Located in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, it was designed by John L. Latenser, and was demolished to make 
room for a parking lot at the Saint Joseph Creighton University Hospital in the early 
1970s. 

 Hirst Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church was founded this year at North 34th and 
Larimore Avenue. It was closed by the 1960s and demolished afterwards. 

 Zion Evangelical Church opened a church at North 25th and Caldwell Streets this year. 

 The Lothrop School was built at 1518 North 26th Street during this year. It was in the 
Near North Side neighborhood. In the 1950s, it was rebuilt at 3300 North 22nd Street, 
at the corner of North 22nd and Lothrop Streets in the Kountze Place neighborhood. 
The original building was demolished and a new building opened in 1982. It is one of 
Omaha’s de facto segregated schools, where African American students are separated by 
race from the rest of the city’s schools. 

 Central Park Elementary School replaced a country school called Cherry Hill School this 
year. The original building was a four-room schoolhouse located in a neighborhood 
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originally referred to as West Saratoga, then Cherry Hill, then Central Park. The new 
school was designed by John L. Latenser and rebuilt in 1912. In 1966, it was expanded 
greatly and continues serving the neighborhood. 

 Sherman School was a one-room school opened this year at 16th and Jaynes Streets. 
Located in the Sherman neighborhood from its establishment, a new building was 
constructed in 1914 and is located at 5618 North 14th Avenue. The Beechwood School 
building was moved here to accommodate students from there when their school 
district was absorbed by Omaha Public School in 1948. In 1953, that building was 
moved to Saratoga School to be a temporary building. Other additions were made to 
Sherman, it served as a middle school for a while, and its currently open as an 
elementary school today. 

 The Florence Depot was built this year at North 28th and Grebe Streets. In 1971 it was 
moved to 9000 North 30th Street. Currently, it serves as the Florence History Museum. 

 Clarence Wesley “Cap” Wigington was born on April 21st of this year. He was an 
African-American architect who grew up in North Omaha and took his first 
commissions here, and became a nationally renowned African American architect. He 
died July 7, 1967. 

 The Florence Firehouse was built at 8415 North 29th Street during this year. 

 The Matilda K. Gardner House at 1822 Emmet Street was built this year. Located in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Spethmann House at 1628 Wirt Street was built this year. It was designed in the 
Craftsman style. Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, it is currently one of the 
oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Coliseum was opened at Florence Boulevard and Grant Street. Located in the Near 
North Side, it became the AkSarBen Den in 1906, and burned down in 1926. 

 The Golden Hill Cemetery at 5109 North 42nd Street was opened this year. Located in 
the Central Park neighborhood, it was established by a Russian synagogue called Chevra 
B’nai Israel Adas Russia. It currently operates. 

 The Zabriskie Mansion was built this year at 3524 Hawthorne Avenue. Located in the 
Bemis Park neighborhood, it was designed by architects Fowler & Beindorff as a grand 
expression of the Stick, Eastlake and Queen Anne styles, it was one of the first homes in 
Bemis Park. It was built for a ship’s officer, American Civil War veteran, Union Pacific 
general agent and accountant. Multiple wall surfaces, high multiple rooftops, a round 
turret, straight and round-arched windows and prominent gables and chimneys have 
been preserved excellently, and currently is in excellent condition. The carriage house 
was also designed by Fowler & Beindorff, and is historical. It was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1978 and as part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage 
District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark designated an Omaha Landmark 
in 1980. 

 The Zabriskie Carriage House was built in 1888. Originally located a short distance from 
1111 North 36th Street in Bemis Park, the carriage house was moved to present location 
in 1930s to become servant quarters. It was listed on the National Register of Historic 
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Places in 1978 and as part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was 
declared an official Omaha Landmark designated an Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Seaman House at 3863 California Street was built this year. Located in the 
Cathedral neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Loomis House at 1920 Wirt Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it was designed by John McDonald in the Late Gothic style, it is 
currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1814 North 26th Street in the Long School neighborhood, it is currently 
one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 DeBolt Station is built circa this year. Located in the former town of DeBolt, it was 
approximately at North 60th and Whitmore Street. The Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri 
Valley Railroad ran through the station. Later, the area north of Whitmore Street was 
developed as DeBolt Place. 

1889  The Colored Old Folks Home Association was established this year. Also called the 
Negro Old Folks Home, and later, the Mildred T. Smith Home for the Aged, it was 
established by the Negro Women's Christian Association. In 1913, they opened up a 
home at 3029 Pinkney Street in the Bedford Place neighborhood. In 1921, the home 
moved to 933 North 25th Street in the Near North Side neighborhood. In 1952, the 
name was changed to honor the founder, and it was called the Martha T. Smith Home 
for the Aged. The home closed in the 1960s. In 1980, the Colored Old Folks Home 
Association of Omaha donated $20,000 in remaining funds were donated to the 
University to establish a gerontology scholarship. 

 Immanuel Baptist Church was dedicated at 2924 North 24th Street in the Kounzte Place 
neighborhood. In 1950, they relocated to 5501 North 50th Street in the Redman 
neighborhood. The congregation moved to west Omaha in the early 1960s. The 24th 
Street church was bulldozed in the 1960s. Mount Nebo Baptist Church currently 
operates in the 50th Street building. 

 Olivet Baptist Church was founded this year on the southwest corner of North 38th and 
Grand Avenue. Originally located in the Central Park neighborhood, the congregation is 
now located in west Omaha. The 38th Street building was demolished. 

 The Springwell Danish Cemetery opened this year. Located at 6326 Hartman Avenue in 
the Hartman neighborhood, there are several tombstones in Danish. It is one of the few 
remaining urban Danish cemeteries in the United States. 

 Osborne Shoes started operating at 2506 North 24th Street this year. Around 1910, 
Huba Meat Market was there, and the Lake Studio moved in during 1917. Petersen 
Bakery, which had several locations, moved into 2506-08 North 24th in the 1920s. In 
1938, there was a major explosion at the bakery. This location closed in the 1950s. 
Currently the building is part of the Love’s Jazz and Arts Center. In 2016, it was listed as 
part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Lowe Avenue Presbyterian opened this year 1023 North 40th Street. The church 
closed in 2009, but reopened afterwards and continues operating today. It is located in 
the Walnut Hill neighborhood. 
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 The American Waterworks Company opened the Minne Lusa Pumping Station in the 
Florence neighborhood on August 1st at 8440 John J. Pershing Drive. Designed by 
George Lee Fisher, it was a large Late Gothic Revival style, 3-story building with large 
windows and wide-open spaces made to house complex machinery. Made of sandstone, 
the building featured a grand five-story tower. The second story and tower was 
demolished by a rehabilitation project in the 1970s, but the rest of the building 
continues to stand. 

 The Buck House was built in this year. It is located at 3820 Chicago Street and is now 
included as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1997. 

 The Cathedral neighborhood was established this year. Established as the Park Place 
neighborhood, it was eventually placed on the National Register of Historic Places as 
part of the Gold Coast Historic District in 1997. It is loosely bounded by North 36th, 
North 40th, Jones and Cuming Streets. 

 The Bemis Park neighborhood was established this year by George Bemis. It is bounded 
by Cuming Street to Hawthorne Avenue, Glenwood Avenue to 33rd Street. It was 
designated the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District and listed as an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

 Silas Robbins became the first African American to be admitted to the bar in Nebraska 
and the first African American lawyer in Nebraska. He lived and worked in the Near 
North Side neighborhood.  

 Vic Walker joined the Omaha Metropolitan Police force, serving five years, including 
two years as a Court Officer and as a Deputy Chief of Police. He lived in the Near 
North Side neighborhood. 

 The Church of the Brethren, also called the Dunkards, started operating at 2627 Lake 
Street this year. By 1914, the congregation moved to 2517 North 20th Street, and the 
next year a brand new building was constructed at 2123 Miami Street. The pews from 
the 1860 First Presbyterian Church were installed in the building. This congregation 
moved in 1927 to 2502 North 51st Street in the Benson neighborhood. They folded in 
1965. Their Miami Street building became home Grove Memorial Methodist Church in 
1927 and was renamed Clair Memorial after a local Methodist bishop. They moved out 
in 1956, and the Greater Saint Paul Church of God in Christ moved in in 1962. They 
continue to operate there currently. 

 Ferdinand L. Barnett established a weekly African American newspaper called The 
Progress in North Omaha. He lived in the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 Kountze Park was established at 1920 Pinkney Street this year. It is the last remnant of 
the 1898 Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, there are also several historical plaques in the park Expo. From the 
1970s into the 1990s, the park was informally referred to by some community members 
as “Malcolm X Park,” although the change was never formalized. All 10 acres of 
Kountze Park were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 
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 The Orchard Park neighborhood was established in this year. It is bounded by Hamilton 
Street on the south, Blondo Street on the north, 36th Street on the east and the Omaha 
Belt Line on the west. 

 The People's Church was founded this year at North 18th and California Streets, and 
later moved near North 18th and Cuming. By 1927, it was at 1708 North 26th Street, all 
in the Near North Side neighborhood. It was closed by the late 1940s. 

 The A. D. Jones Mansion was built this year at 2018 Wirt Street in the Romanesque 
Revival style. Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, it was a large, 16-room 
house made of brick and stone built by Omaha pioneer postmaster and businessman 
Alfred Jones. Throughout its existence it was a home to Dr. Elizabeth Reeves, a pioneer 
doctor; Robert Beech Howell, businessman; notorious madam Anna Wilson; the Omaha 
Old Peoples Home Association; the Crosby Funeral Home; and a fraternity. It was 
demolished in 1981. 

 The house at 2318 North 22nd Street was built this year. Frederick A. Henninger 
designed the home in the Late Gothic Revival style. Located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, it currently stands. 

 The first annual Nebraska Afro-American League was organized by Vic Walker, Jessie 
Merriam, E. G. Rozzelle, and Silas Robbins this year. The conference happened more 
than a dozen times. 

 The Omaha View Improvement Club was founded this year. It operated through at least 
the 1920s. 

 The house at 2318 North 22nd Street was built this year. Located in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Homan House was built this year at 3647 Charles Street. Located in the Walnut Hill 
neighborhood, it was designed by Findley and Shield in the Late Gothic Revival style 
and continues standing. 

 The house at 2811 Franklin Street was built this year. Located in the Long School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1019 North 29th Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 
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1890s 
1890s  The Belvedere Point neighborhood was established this decade. It is bounded by Laurel 

on the south and Curtis on the north; Belvedere Boulevard and North 34th on the west 
and North 30th on the east. 

 Dundee Elementary School was opened this decade in a one-room school at 4910 
California Street. Located in the Dundee neighborhood, in 1899 it was moved to 310 
North 51st Street into a building designed by John L. Latenser. It is still in use as a 
school. 

 The Florence Christian congregation was founded this decade, and its church was built 
on the corner of North 29th and Willit Streets this year. The building stands currently.  

 First English Lutheran Church was founded this decade at North 61st and Miami 
Streets. Located in the Benson neighborhood, in May 1969, the congregation changed 
names and moved to west Omaha. The original church building was later demolished 
and replaced with a different church. 

 Saint John's Episcopal Church opens as a mission at North 26th and Franklin Streets 
during this decade. Its second church was at North 25th and Browne Streets in the 
Miller Park neighborhood, and in 1926 it moved to the Belvedere neighborhood. In 
1986, it merged with Saint Phillip's to form The Episcopal Church of the Resurrection 
at North 30th and Belvedere Boulevard. It continues to serve there. 

 Clifton Hill Presbyterian Church was founded this decade. In 1902, they dedicated their 
new church at North 45th and Grant Streets. In 1966, they opened a new sanctuary and 
in 2004, the congregation folded. A Sudanese Presbyterian congregation met there for a 
few years, and currently, New Beginnings Community Baptist Church opened there. 

1890 Sacred Heart Catholic parish was established this year. Its first church was built at North 
26th and Sprague Streets this year, too. Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, its 
current building was designed by Fisher and Lawrie in the Gothic Revival style at 2206 
Binney Street in 1900. The parish includes a school, which operated through 12th grade 
until 1968. Currently, they serve students from kindergarten through eighth grade. The 
City designated it as official Omaha Landmark in 1979, and it was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1983. 

 The Burdick House at 1618 Emmet Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze 
Place neighborhood, it was designed and built by I. E. Burdick, who owned it as well. 
Burdick also built the house next door at 1614 Emmet in the same year. 

 A two-story office building and storefront at 2910 North 30th Street was built this year. 
Family practitioner Dr. Whinnery’s offices were located there from 1891 through at least 
1912. A longtime grocery store, in 1982, Faith Deliverance Church opened there. 
Located in the Omaha View neighborhood, the building stands today. 

 The Immanuel Lutheran Deaconness Church was established this year. Located in the 
Monmouth Park neighborhood, it was at North 34th and Meredith Avenue. The church 
was closed by 1976.  
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 The Beechwood School District was opened at North 14th Avenue East and Fort 
Streets near the old Bungalow City neighborhood. It was moved near the Minne Lusa 
Creek and J.J. Pershing Drive in the 1910s. Located in a separate school district, the 
school was formally absorbed into Omaha Public Schools in 1948. The building was 
used at Sherman School and then Saratoga School before it was demolished. 

 Edwin Overall became the first African American in Nebraska to be nominated to the 
Nebraska Legislature in 1890, but lost the election. 

 The lot at 2502 North 24th Street was first developed this year. Located on the 
northwest corner of North 24th and Lake, Feadwell Delicatessen was there for almost 
20 years. Tuchman Brothers Grocery was the early tenant and eventually became part of 
the Sell-Rite Market chain. Thrifty Package Liquor was there in the 1960s. The building 
was condemned by the City of Omaha after the June 1969 riots, and demolished the 
following year. In 2000, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Cornerstone Memorial 
Plaza was finished and dedicated. 

 A Methodist study group started meeting at North 24th and Ames Avenue this year. In 
1905, a minister was hired and church was built at North 24th and Larimore in the 
Saratoga neighborhood. In 1918, a new church was opened at North 24th and Ogden 
Avenue in the 24th and Fort commercial district. In 2009, Pearl joined Asbury and 
Trinity congregations to form the new TRIcommunity Church at the former Trinity 
United Methodist Church, and Living Hope United Methodist formed. Living Hope 
moved out of the building in 2012, and continues in a new location. The Apostolic 
Assembly of the Faith in Jesus Christ operates congregation at the former Pearl Church 
currently. 

 Frank Shelton “Red” Perkins was born on December 26th. While living in the Near 
North Side neighborhood, he was an African-American trumpet player, singer, and a 
bandleader of The Dixie Ramblers, one of the oldest Omaha territory jazz bands. He 
died September 27, 1976. 

 The Garneau-Kilpatrick House was built this year. It is located at 3100 Chicago Street 
and was designed in a mixed Romanesque and Richardsonian Romanesque style. 
Located in the Gifford Park neighborhood, it was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1982 and designated an Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Millard Singleton, an African American government employee in Omaha, helps found 
the Nebraska Afro-American League this year. He lived in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 

 First United Presbyterian was founded this year. Originally located near North 24th and 
Franklin Streets in the Near North Side neighborhood, they built a new church at 2108 
Emmet Street and stayed there until the early 1950s. In 1956, it became home to Faith 
Temple Church of God in Christ, which continues serving the community. 

 On December 26th of this year, Frank Shelton "Red" Perkins was born. In the late 
1920s, Red Perkins moved to North Omaha where he played trumpet, sung jazz and led 
a popular jazz territory band called The Dixie Ramblers. He lived in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, and died on September 27, 1976. 

 The house at 1538 North 17th Street was built this year. Located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 
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 The commercial building at 1114 Florence Boulevard was built this year. Located in the 
Near North Side neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest buildings in North 
Omaha. 

 The house at 2410 North 17th Street was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

  The house at 4129 Lake Street was built this year. Located in the Orchard Hill 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1102 North 29th Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2604 North 15th Street was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Buck House at 3820 Chicago Street was built this year. Located in the Walnut Hill 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 5016 Florence Boulevard was built this year. Located in the Miller Park 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Burdick House at 1618 Emmet Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze 
Place neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The rowhouses at 1001 North 29th Street was built this year. They were designed in by 
Findley and Shield in the Queen Anne style. Located in the Montclair neighborhood, 
they are currently one of the oldest buildings in North Omaha. 

 The house at 5214 North 40th Street was built this year. Located in the Central Park 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2604 North 15th Street was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 4230 Erskine Street was built this year. Located in the Orchard 
Hill neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 4243 Erskine Street was built this year. Located in the Orchard 
Hill neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1419 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1421 Cady Avenue was built this year. Located in the Lake School 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1423 Cady Avenue in the Lake School neighborhood, it is currently one of 
the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1891  George Smith was lynched this year. An African American who lived in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, he was accused as a suspect for allegedly attacking a young girl. 
While little is known about Smith, reports of the incident described a mob dragging 



North Omaha History Timeline 
 

38 of 110   Adam Fletcher Sasse 

Smith from his cell and lynching him at the Douglas County Courthouse. There was no 
court trial, and he was hung from a nearby street post. No one was ever charged for his 
murder.  

 The Miller Park neighborhood was established this year. It is located between Sorenson 
Parkway on the south and Redick Avenue on the north, Florence Boulevard on the east 
and 30th Street on the west.  

 Kellom School opened this year at North 23rd and Paul Street. Named for Omaha’s 
first public school superintendent, John Kellom, it continues operating currently. 
Located in the Near North Side neighborhood, it is one of Omaha’s de facto segregated 
schools, where African American students are separated by race from the rest of the 
city’s schools. 

 Bemis Park at 3434 Cuming Street was established this year by George Bemis. 
Landscape architect Alfred Edgerton of Syracuse, New York designed the park around 
the district and Bemis donated it to the City of Omaha. Currently, it includes 10 acres 
with a playground, tennis courts, walking paths, picnic area and a shelter. 

 The Druid Hill Improvement Association was founded this year. The group advocated 
Omaha City Council for changes, welcomed new neighbors and promoted 
neighborhood interests. They operated through at least 1925. 

1892  African American Cyrus Dicks Bell launches the first African American newspaper in 
Omaha called The Afro-American Sentinel. It ends 1925. He lived and worked in the Near 
North Side neighborhood. 

 Dr. Matthew Ricketts was elected to the Nebraska Legislature this year. A physician in 
the Near North Side neighborhood, he was the first African American man elected to 
the Nebraska Legislature. He served from 1893 to 1897. 

 The Florence Boulevard was designed and built this year from Cuming to Read Street 
along the route of the old Winter Quarters Road. It was laid out by famed landscape 
architect H.W.S. Cleveland in 1892 and was highly manicured for many years, earning 
the nickname “Omaha’s Prettiest Mile.” The boulevard runs through the Near North 
Side, Kountze Place, Saratoga and Miller Park neighborhood. Four and a half miles of 
Florence Boulevard were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2013.  

 A new Saratoga School was built this year. The third of four, it was on the northeast 
corner of North 24th and Ames Avenue. In 1927, it became the Omaha University 
Science Hall. It was demolished in 1938. 

 The John A. Creighton Boulevard was made this year. It runs south-north from Mercer 
Park through the Pleasant Hill neighborhood north and east to Adams Park/Paxton 
Boulevard at Sprague Street. Designed by famed landscape architect H.W.S. Cleveland 
in 1892, all two miles of the John A. Creighton Boulevard were included in the Omaha 
Park and Boulevard System listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Saratoga Field was established this year. The North Omaha Activities Association 
sponsored and built the development of the field. Originally the playground for Saratoga 
School at North 24th and Meredith Streets, the Saratoga Field was renovated for the 
University of Omaha to play football on in the 1920s. Bleachers and lights were added. 



North Omaha History Timeline 
 

39 of 110   Adam Fletcher Sasse 

The university moved from North Omaha in 1938, and the equipment was removed by 
the 1940s. 

 North Side Christian Church was formed this year. In 1911, they opened a new church 
designed by Lloyd D. Willis at 2124 Lothrop Street in the Kountze Place neighborhood. 
In the mid-1950s, the congregation later moved to North 26th and Grant Streets. In 
1958, the first building became home to Paradise Baptist Church. A fire in 1981 
destroyed the second North Side Christian Church building, and the congregation 
opened a new church at 5524 Fowler Avenue in the Fontenelle View neighborhood. 
Afterward, the congregation moved to west Omaha, and is currently operates there. 

 The Clifton Hill Improvement Association was founded this year. Advocating for 
community building, they held picnics, rallied the mayor and promoted better 
neighborhood relations. They operated through at least the 1930s. 

 This is the year the Lyceum Hall was built. Located on the northwest corner of North 
22nd and Locust Streets, it was built by Catholics associated with the Sacred Heart 
parish. It was closed in 1927. 

 The house at 4205 Erskine Street in the Orchard Hill neighborhood, it is currently one 
of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1893  George F. Franklin launched an African American newspaper in North Omaha called 
The Enterprise this year. Thomas P. Mahammitt took control in 1898, and its run ended 
in 1920. t operated in the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 The Enterprise, published by George F. Franklin, launched this year. It was the longest 
lived of any African American newspapers published in Nebraska until the Omaha Star 
took the title a century later. It operated in the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 Bedford Place Presbyterian Church was founded 3028 Lake Street this year. The name 
changed to Church of the Covenant in 1904. In 1906 the church moved to North 27th 
and Pratt Street to expand its mission. In 1918, Covenant became Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, and moved to 51st and Ames Avenue in the Fontenelle View 
neighborhood in 1957. It continues in west Omaha. Currently, the building at  

 Walnut Hill Methodist Episcopal Church was established this year. Located at North 
41st Avenue and Charles Street, in 1930 it merged with several other congregations to 
form a new church which continues operating currently as the Saint Paul United 
Methodist Church in the Benson neighborhood.  

 The Benson Methodist congregation was established this year. Their church was at 
North 63rd and Maple Streets. In 1930, it merged with several other congregations to 
form a new church which continues operating currently as Saint Paul United Methodist 
Church. The original Benson Methodist building became home to the Kremer Funeral 
Home, which continues there currently. 

 The Storz Brewery main plant at 1807 North 16th Street was constructed this year. It 
was a six-story building over 200 feet long that was designed in the Commercial 
Vernacular style. Located in the Near North Side neighborhood, it housed an ice plant, 
cold storage, a bottling shop, machine shop and a restaurant. There was also a 
hospitality room called "The Frontier Room" and a banquet room decorated as a 
hunting lodge called "The Trophy Room."  
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 Fontenelle Park was developed as part of the city’s first parks plan this year. Located at 
4575 Ames Avenue, it currently has 108 acres with a lagoon, playground and paths, 
basketball courts, tennis courts, football fields, and a nine-hole golf course. In 1927, the 
city built a beautiful two story pavilion out of brick and concrete. Inside, a hall and 
dance floor, a kitchen and showers waited for everyone to use. Around the pavilion 
wrapped a wide porch for collecting on hot summer nights, and shading during those 
same days. People could rent bikes, take long walks and picnic around the pond. The 
park was home to a huge baseball complex from the 1910s through the 1960s, and today 
is the well-maintained home of North High School’s baseball and softball teams. The 
golf course was entirely removed around 2012. The park and pavilion were included in 
the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2013.  

1894  The first-ever African-American fair in the United States reportedly happened in Omaha 
this year. Its location is unknown. 

 The YMCA Athletic Park was established at North 20th and Miami Streets on April 
22nd of this year. Located in the Near North Side neighborhood, it had “Every facility 
offered for out-of-doors sports,” including shower baths and locker rooms that 
compliment baseball, cricket and other fields. In 1899, the facility was moved to the 
northeast corner of North 24th and Ames Avenue in the Saratoga neighborhood. On 
June 10th, more than 2,000 gathered to celebrate the opening. The park included a 
quarter-mile bicycle and running track, a baseball diamond, trap shooting, handball, 
quoits and cricket, as well as tennis courts. There were showers, baths, rubbing tables 
and dressing rooms, too. It was gone by the 1930s. 

 Clifton Hill Presbyterian Church was founded at 2301 North 45th Street, and continues 
to operate. It is located in the Clifton Hill neighborhood. 

 The Haskell House at 2216 Maple Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze 
Place neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1895  George Franklin, Millard Singleton, Matthew Ricketts, and James Bryant were the 
Omaha delegates to the Nebraska Afro-American League. 

 The Enterprise begins publishing a weekly column by Ella Mahammitt. It operated in the 
Near North Side neighborhood. 

 Born on July 30th of this year, John Singleton was a civil rights activist and member of 
the Nebraska House of Representatives. While he lived and worked in the Near North 
Side neighborhood, he was also president of Omaha’s NAACP. He died August 1, 1970. 

 Dr. Aaron McMillan was born November 3rd of this year. He served one term 
representing North Omaha in the Nebraska Legislature, and was the only African 
American serving then. Afterward, he served as a missionary in West Africa from 1931 
to 1948. After returning, he was involved in Omaha’s NAACP, served on the board of 
the Omaha Housing Authority, and continued to work as a medical doctor. He lived 
and worked in the Near North Side neighborhood, and he died on June 1, 1980. 

 The Omaha Negro Women’s Club was founded this year. It’s focus on “education, 
respectability and reform.” It met in various locations throughout the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 
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 Ella Mahammitt became vice-president of the National Federation of Afro-American 
Women this year. The organization was headed by Margaret James Murray, who was the 
wife of Booker T. Washington.  

 The house at 2424 Maple Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 4304 Erskine Street was built this year. Located in the Orchard 
Hill neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1722 North 28th Street was built this year. Located in the Long 
School neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The house at 1521 Yates Street was built this year. Located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

1895 Lucinda Gamble was hired as the first African American teacher in the Omaha School 
District this year. A graduate of Omaha High School, she taught at Long School for five 
years. She lived in the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 Millard Singleton was named a Justice of the Peace in the Eighth Ward in Omaha. He 
was an African American who lived and worked in the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 Dr. Matthew Ricketts, an African American Nebraska State legislator from North 
Omaha, advocated for the first age of consent for marriage in Nebraska during this year. 
He relied on a petition of 500 African-American women in Omaha. The bill passed the 
Nebraska Legislature and became law. Dr. Ricketts lived and worked in the Near North 
Side neighborhood. 

 The Krug Park opened this year at 2936 North 52nd Street in Benson. A massive 
amusement park, it was owned by Fred Krug, who brewed beer in Omaha, also. It was 
the site of the worse roller coaster accident in the United States up to 1933, and several 
people died. The amusement park closed in 1940 and was made into a city park called 
Gallagher Park in the Benson neighborhood. 

1896  Thomas P. Mahammitt took ownership of The Enterprise this year. He published 
nationally notable writers including his wife Ella, Mrs. E. E. Guy, J. A. Childs, Josephine 
Sloan Yates, Mrs. E. Turner, Comfort Baker, Victoria Earle Matthews, and Margaret 
James Murray. He lived and worked in the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 George Franklin held the position of Douglas County Assessor and City of Omaha 
Inspector of Weights and Measures at the same time starting this year. He lived and 
worked in the Near North Side neighborhood, and as an African American, his hiring 
was controversial. 

 The National Federation of Colored Women formed its first chapter in the Near North 
Side neighborhood this year. By the 1930s, they had five chapters in Omaha.  

 Ophelia Clenlans was appointed a member of the executive board of the National 
Federation of Afro-American Women this year. She lived in the Near North Side 
neighborhood and was active throughout the community 
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 Ella Mahammitt was a committee member of the National Association of Colored 
Women this year. She also became the president of the Omaha Colored Woman’s Club 
this year. The journalist lived in the Near North Side neighborhood and was an active 
leader throughout the community. 

 Fort Omaha declared surplus property and abandoned. It was re-activated in 1898 with 
the outbreak of the Spanish-American War. 

 Fort Omaha’s Bourke Gate was built this year at South Road and North 30th Street. It 
is on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha 
Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

1897  George Wells Parker began attending Creighton University this year. Later, he rallied 
African Americans to fight for civil rights by founding the Hamitic League of the World. 

 Herman Kountze offered his land for use as the site of the Trans-Mississippi and 
International Exposition this year. It was three years after preparation began and 
everyone got their bids in, and the last minute. His offer included a sweet deal that 
sounded approximately like this: “Use my land for the Expo and I’ll give YOU money, 
and a park.” The organizers took him up on it. Within a decade, his development was 
primarily in-filled with houses, churches and other institutions. 

 The Illinois Central Missouri River Bridge was built this year. It was designed to connect 
Council Bluffs to the industrial enterprises located in East Omaha. Currently owned by 
the Canadian Pacific Railroad, the bridge stands but no longer operates. 

 The Schlitz Brewing Company Store at 611 North 16th Street was designed this year. 
Located in the Near North Side neighborhood, Charles Kirchhoff, Jr. designed it in the 
Commercial Vernacular style, and it is currently standing. 

 The Sherman apartments at 2501 North 16th Street were built this year. They were 
designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built by Gustav Peterson in the Neo-Classical 
Revival style. Located in the Near North Side neighborhood, the building was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1986. 

 The tavern at 4024 North 24th Street was built this year. Located near the Kountze 
Place neighborhood, it was designed by notable North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth. 
It is currently one of the oldest buildings in North Omaha. 

1898  Harry Haywood was an African American writer born in Omaha this year. He became 
an international Communist spokesman and was the one-time leader of the mercenary 
American forces in the Spanish Civil War. 

 The Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition was held in in the Kountze Place 
neighborhood from June 1st to October 31st of this year. Its ornate grounds and dozens 
of temporary buildings were created to highlight the economic, cultural and artistic 
achievements of the individuals who lived in the Midwest. Many of the buildings were 
designed by notable Omaha architects. They represented large industries, many of the 
states, and other nations. A large midway had dozens of amusements, many theatres and 
large scale rides. There are several markers in Kountze Park commemorating the event, 
which was part of the location. 
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 Various meetings of national Black organizations took place in North Omaha during the 
exposition this year. Edwin Overall, John Albert Williams and Cyrus D. Bell played 
especially important roles organizing professional activities for African Americans at the 
Trans-Mississippi Exposition in North Omaha. 

 The National Congress of Representatives of White and Colored Americans met in 
North Omaha during the exposition this year. It was organized by Edwin Overall. 

 The National Colored Press Association met in North Omaha during the exposition this 
year. 

 The house at 2420 Templeton Street was built this year. Located in the Saratoga 
neighborhood, it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Rome Miller House at 4823 Florence Boulevard was built this year. Located in the 
Saratoga neighborhood, it was designed in the Late Gothic Revival style and built on the 
corner of Florence Boulevard and Grand Avenue. Miller was the son of pioneer Dr. 
George Miller and owner of the Rome Hotel in downtown Omaha. After he moved out, 
the Wa-Ka-Na Sanatorium was located there in the 1930s and 40s. The house continues 
standing, and it is currently one of the oldest houses in North Omaha. 

 The Offutt House at 140 North 39th Street was built in this year. It was listed as part of 
the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997.  

 North Omahan Vic Walker voluntarily organized a company of African American 
soldiers to serve in the Third Nebraska Regiment when the when the Spanish-American 
War began this year. The company wasn’t accepted though, since the Third Nebraska 
Volunteer Infantry wasn’t enlisted until July 1899. While some of the men recruited 
served in other companies, Walker remained in Omaha. Walker lived and worked in the 
Near North Side neighborhood. 

 A campaign against lynching took roots in Omaha this year. African Americans met 
repeatedly, meeting and protesting in a call for federal action to stop lynchings and 
violence across the nation. Leaders in these efforts included Vic Walker, Millard 
Singleton, John Williams, E. H. Hall and others. 

 Vic Walker bought The Midway this year. The purchase of the notorious bar at 12th and 
Capitol was financed by Tom Dennison. Walker put an opium den in the basement and 
was called “King of the Midway.” As Denison’s African American lieutenant, Walker 
paid Dennison back through ballot stuffing and registration falsification.  

 Edwin Overall was elected General Statistician at the annual meeting of the National 
Federation of Colored Labor of the United States this year. 

 First United Congregational Church was established at 2422 Franklin Street this year. 
Located in the Near North Side neighborhood,  

 John McDonald designed the Nebraska Building and the Apiary Building at the Trans-
Mississippi Exposition this year. They were gone by 1899. 

 Protesters in the Walnut Hill neighborhood take over several streetcars in their 
neighborhood to protest poor public transportation conditions after the Trans-
Mississippi Exposition. 
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 1624 Wirt Street was built this year. Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, it was 
designed by Frederick A. Henninger in a vernacular style. Originally serving as the 
Presbyterian Hospital, it became flats within a decade.  

 The first Wise Memorial Hospital was founded by Omaha’s Jewish Community at 3208 
Sherman Avenue. Originally located in the Saratoga neighborhood, it later moved to the 
former J. J. Brown mansion at 2225 Sherman Avenue in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 

1899  The Saunders School was built this year. It was designed by John L. Latenser and is 
located at 415 North 41st Avenue. Located in the Cathedral neighborhood, it was closed 
and renovated into apartments in the 1980s and stands currently. 

 Lucy Gambol became the first African-American teacher in Omaha Public Schools this 
year, and taught there until 1905. She lived in the Near North Side neighborhood, and 
was later married to Rev. John Albert Williams. 

 The Yates School was built this year. It is located in the Gifford Park neighborhood at 
Davenport and North 32nd Street. It is now an alternative high school for the district. 

 The Harder House at 3519 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Frederick A. 
Henninger designed the home in the Neo-Classical style. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980.  

 The Cheery House was built this year. It is located at 1028 North 33rd Street, and was 
designed by Frederick A. Henninger in the Late Gothic Revival style. As part of the 
Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 
1980. 

 The J.S. Paul General Store was built this year at 8601 North 30th Street. Located in the 
Florence neighborhood, the building continues standing. 

 The Mercer Park Boulevard was made this year. Extending approximately two blocks 
from Lincoln Boulevard on the south to Hamilton Street on the north, it was designed 
by famed landscape architect H.W.S. Cleveland in 1892. Two blocks of the Mercer Park 
Boulevard were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Shaddrick House at 3324 Myrtle Street was built this year. It was designed by 
Frederick A. Henninger in the Dutch Colonial Revival style. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The George Lee House at 3620 Lincoln Boulevard was built this year. It was designed 
by Frederick A. Henninger in the Late Gothic Revival style. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 J. A. Smith died while in custody at the City of Omaha jail this year. An African 
American singer who lived in the Near North Side neighborhood, he was arrested for 
“loud talking” on a public street. Smith and an accomplice were moving through the jail 
when he and an officer had an altercation, and he “struck out.” The officer struck back 
at Smith, who fell against a bench and later died. A police examiner thought there was 
something resembling a stiletto wound in the back of his skull.  Anton Inda, the officer, 
was charged with murder, but not convicted. 
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 The Love House at 116 North 38th Avenue was built in this year and was listed as part 
of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 The Saunders School at 415 North 41st Avenue was built this year. Named for 
Nebraska’s last territorial governor, Alvin Saunders, it was designed by John Latenser, 
Sr. Located in the Cathedral neighborhood, it was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1986, and was repurposed as the Saunders School Apartments around 
the same time. 

 The Greater America Exposition was held this year. It was located on the same site as 
the Trans-Mississippi Exposition and used most of the same buildings, amusements and 
attractions. It was not popular and closed early. Afterward, the entire site was cleared, 
Kountze Park was established and the remaining land was sold for house lots in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood. 

 Kountze Park was created this year. Bounded by North 19th Street on the east and 
North 21st Street on the west, Pratt Street on the north and Pinkney Street on the 
south, the park was built as a tribute to the 1898 Trans-Mississippi and International 
Exposition. The park has a gazebo recalling the Neo-Classical stylings of the Expo, and 
it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 
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1900s 
1900  Thomas Mahammitt became the City of Omaha Inspector of Weights and Measures this 

year. He was the first African American in that position, and he lived in North Omaha. 

 The house at 2512 Emmet Street is designed in the Late Gothic Revival style. Located in 
the Kountze Place neighborhood, it currently stands. 

 The Doyle House at 520 North 38th Street was built in this year and was listed as part 
of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 The Sullivan House at 3315 Myrtle Street was built this year. Designed by Frederick A. 
Henninger in the Dutch Colonial Revival style, it is part of the Bemis Park Landmark 
Heritage District, which was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The T.C. Havens House at 101 North 39th Street is designed by Frederick A. 
Henninger and started construction this year. It was completely finished in 1924. It is 
listed as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1997. 

 The Lantry House was built at 3524 State Street in the Queen Anne style this year. 
Located in the Florence neighborhood, it is a 12-bedroom house that continues 
standing currently on a four-acre lot. 

 Edward Danner was born on February 14th of this year. He was the only African 
American member of the Nebraska Legislature from 1961 until his death, and 
represented the Near North Side. He died January 1970. 

 The Young House is built at 5002 Florence Boulevard this year. Located in the Saratoga 
neighborhood, it was designed by Frederick A. Henninger in the Dutch Colonial Revival 
style. 

 The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints opened the Saints Chapel 
during this decade. Located at 1818 North 21st Street, it was in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 

 The house at 8024 North 29th Street was built this year. Located in the Florence 
neighborhood, it currently stands. 

 The Barnhart House at 3419 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Designed by 
Frederick Henninger in the Neo-Classical Revival style, it was built by the Traver 
Brothers. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an 
official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

1901  Thomas Mahammitt, publisher of The Enterprise, joins the executive committee of the 
Western Negro Press Association this year. He lived and worked in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 

 The Petersen House is built around this year at 3419 Lafayette Avenue this year. It was 
designed by Frederick A. Henninger in the Gothic Revival style. As part of the Bemis 
Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 
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 The Mangson House is built at 3304 Lafayette Avenue this year. It was designed by 
Frederick A. Henninger in the Neo-Classic Revival style. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Wakely House is built at 1045 North 34th Street this year. It was designed by 
Frederick A. Henninger in the Neo-Classical Revival style. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Eula Overall began working as the second-ever African American teacher for the 
Omaha Public Schools this year. She was Edwin Overall’s daughter, and graduated from 
Peru Normal School. She taught at Columbian School and Mason School until 1910. 

 The D. W. Woodard House was built this year. Located at 3616 Lincoln Boulevard, it 
was designed by Fisher and Lawrie as an American Foursquare style home. As part of 
the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

1902  The Porter/Thomsen house was built at 3426 Lincoln Boulevard this year. It was 
designed by Frederick A. Henninger in an eclectic mixture of styles including the Neo-
Classical Revival, Prairie School, and Queen Anne styles. It was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1982. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage 
District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Clarence Wigington, Omaha's first African American architect, begins his career in 
Omaha this year. Today, he is nationally recognized for his contributions to civic 
architecture. In Omaha, his works included residences and churches, several of which 
stand currently. 

 The Anderson House at 3429 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. It was designed as 
an American Foursquare style home with Neo-Classical Revival style elements. As part 
of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

 The Busk House at 3412 Hawthorne Avenue was designed in a Dutch Colonial Revival 
style. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official 
Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Vic Walker lost ownership of The Midway bar in January of this year. After failing to 
deliver the votes Tom Dennison needed for an election, Dennison called his loan due 
and Walker couldn’t pay, so Dennison took it away. As a lawyer also, Walker began to 
file lawsuits against allies of Dennison. He also filed corruption charges against police 
officers. Dennison had police officers Martin Shields and John Brady attack Walker on 
February 26. Charged with carrying a concealed weapon and resisting an officer, the 
officers beat Walker severely. The case against Walker was dismissed by the courts 
though, and believing Shields wanted to kill him, Walker took him to court. During the 
trial witnesses were not to be found, and Shields was found not guilty. Walker left 
Omaha shortly afterwards. 

 The commercial building at 4002 Hamilton Street was built. It was designed by notable 
North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth in the Commercial Vernacular style. 
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 Wallace Henry Thurman was born August 16th this year. Thurman, who raised for a 
short time in North Omaha, was a Harlem Renaissance writer whose novel The Blacker 
the Berry: A Novel of Negro Life (1929), is an important book. He died December 26, 1934. 

 Congregation Chov’ve Zio was founded. 

 Frederick A. Henninger designed his own house at 3316 Lincoln Boulevard this year. It 
reflects the American Foursquare style. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage 
District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Omaha Street Railway opened the Florence line this year. It ran from the 
intersection of North 24th and Ames Avenue to Fort Street, then north up North 30th 
to Bondesson Street. 

 The house at 8012 North 31st Street was built this year. It continues standing. 

1903  Jack Broomfield assumed leadership of Omaha's African-American community this 
year. He controlled political and criminal activity throughout North Omaha for several 
years. In this role, he was widely recognized as Tom Dennison's new Black lieutenant. 

 The Joslyn Castle at 3902 Davenport Street was built this year. Designed by John 
McDonald in the Scottish Baronial Revival style, it includes almost 20,000 square feet, 
along with a detached carriage house and greenhouse. Within the 1,000 pound iron 
doors are a reception hall, music room, ballroom, a library and gold drawing room, 
along with many rooms and a massive basement that once housed a bowling alley. The 
longtime residence of George and Sarah Joslyn, in 1944 it became the main offices for 
Omaha Public Schools. In 1989, they moved out and currently it is managed by a 
dedicated nonprofit organization. It was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1972 and designated an Omaha Landmark in 1979. 

 Monmouth Park School was built at 4508 North 33rd Street this year. Designed by 
Thomas Rogers Kimball, it was closed in the 1984 and repurposed to become 
apartments. After a decade as apartments, the building was demolished in 1995. 

 The George F. Shepard House was built this year at 1802 Wirt Street. It was designed in 
a mixture of the Queen Anne and Beaux-Arts styles by Shepard himself, and he also 
built the house himself. It was designated an Omaha Landmark in 1981. 

 The Lutheran Deaf Ministry was started in North Omaha this year. Located at North 
28th and Parker Streets in the Long School neighborhood, their original church was 
demolished by the 1913 Easter Sunday tornado. After meeting at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Benson, in 1938 they built a new church at 5074 Lake Street and took the 
name Bethlehem Deaf Lutheran Church. They continue operating there today. 

 The H. C. Williams House at 3308 Lincoln Boulevard was built this year. Designed as a 
Neo-Classical Revival style, it was built by John Belles. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Salisbury House at 3424 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Built by M. 
Sorenson, as part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an 
official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 
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The Florence Improvement Association was formed this year. Advocating for many issues throughout the years, 
they operated more than 50 years into the 1950s. 

1904  Benson High School is located at 5120 Maple Street this year. The current building was 
designed by John and Alan McDonald in the Georgian Colonial Revival style and built 
in 1913, with a major addition in 1926. Renown Swiss sculptor Jacob Maag contributed 
to the school, too. 

 The Berndes House at 1031 North 34th Street was built this year. It was designed by 
notable North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth and built by Martin Smith. As part of 
the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

 The Winter Byles House at 1904 Lincoln Boulevard was built this year. It was designed 
by Frederick Henninger as an American Foursquare. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Tolf Hanson House at 3402 Lincoln Boulevard was built this year. Frederick 
Henninger designed the house in an eclectic style, and it was built by Jonas Prinz. As 
part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

 The tavern at North 16th and Nicholas Streets was built this year. It was designed by 
notable North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth. 

 The North Omaha Methodist Mission Church was established this year at 5318 
Sherman Avenue. By 1924, it was called Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church and led by 
Deaconess Jennie Brubaker. The church was located at 5226 North 15th Street. In 2009, 
the church was combined with the parishes of Pearl Memorial and Trinity to form the 
new TRIcommunity Church at the former Trinity United Methodist Church. The 
former Asbury Church is now home to Holiness Apostolic Temple. 

 The Poor Clares Monastery was designed and built this year by Patrick J. Creedon at 
1310 North 29th Street in the Second Italianate Renaissance style. In the 1920s, it was 
added to by John Latenser, including the boiler house, infirmary building and sacristy 
building. Religious activities ended there in 2013, and currently is a private rental facility 
called the Starlight Chateau. 

 Sacred Heart School was built this year at 2205 Binney Street. Founded in 1904, it is 
among the oldest continually operating Catholic schools in Omaha. Originally operating 
a grade school and a high school, presently it continues as an elementary school. 

 The Benson High School was opened at 5120 Maple Street this year. In the mid-1990s, 
it was renovated and added to, including a new science classroom wing, an auditorium 
for the performing arts, a gymnasium, a student commons area and a track and football 
field. 

 The first school classes at Saint Philip Neri were taught at 8208 North 31st Street 
starting this year. In 1922, the school building is constructed. In 1953, the current 
church was built, and continues operating.  

 The Anderson House was built this year at 1905 Spencer. It was designed by Frederick 
A. Henninger in the Late Gothic Revival style. 
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 The Belden House at 3506 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. It was designed by an 
architect named Duwar in the Georgian Vernacular style and built by John Harte. As 
part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

 The Monmouth Park Improvement Association was founded this year. They advocated 
for a new school for their neighborhood, learned about annexing South Omaha, and 
promoted electoral participation. 

1905  The Swedish Mission Hospital opened at North 24th and Pratt in the former McCreary 
Mansion this year. It was located up the street from the Omaha Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary and in 1907, it became a neighbor to the new University of 
Omaha. In 1928, the name was changed to Evangelical Covenant Hospital, and in 1938, 
it was closed. The building was then purchased by the Salvation Army for use as the 
Booth Hospital for Unwed Mothers. That building was demolished and rebuilt in 1964, 
and continues operating today. 

 The house at 2402 North 25th Street was built this year. It is the boyhood home of 
native North Omahan Bob Boozer, and later, the longtime home of journalist and civil 
rights activist Charles B. Washington. 

 The Saint Bernard Catholic Parish was established this year at North 61st and Miami 
Streets. The parish school was opened in 1912 in a four-room schoolhouse across the 
street. In 1939, a new church was designed by Leo A. Daly and opened in Benson at 
3607 North 65th Street. In 1950, a new parish school was built. They both continue. 

 The Bliss House at 3606 Lincoln Boulevard was built this year. Constructed in the 
American Foursquare style, it has eclectic features including an angular chimney and 
swan's neck pediment over the doorway. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage 
District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Thomas Mahammitt used his African American newspaper called The Enterprise to rally 
against a city council candidate who wished to exclude the sale of certain property to 
African Americans in Omaha during this year.  

 The Felterman House was built at 3407 Lafayette Avenue this year. It was designed in 
the Gothic Revival style by Frederick A. Henninger. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Saint Cecilia Cathedral construction began this year at 701 North 40th Street and was 
not finished until 1959. Designed in the Second Spanish Revival style by Thomas 
Rogers Kimball, it was declared one of the 10 largest cathedrals in the United States 
when it was finished. It was also named an official Omaha Landmark in 1979, and was 
included on the National Register of Historic Places the same year.  

 Strehlow Terrace began construction this year. Six total buildings were designed by 
Robert C. Strehlow and Frederick A. Henninger, and built by Strehlow. Located in by 
the Near North Side, the complex combined Classical Revival, Prairie, and Craftsman 
styles, and in 1968 it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. In 2005, it 
was renamed Ernie Chambers Court in honor of the longtime Nebraska State legislator 
from North Omaha. 
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 The Epeneter House at 502 North 40th Street was built this year. It was designed in the 
American Foursquare style and designated an Omaha Landmark in 1979. It still stands 
today. 

 Saint Mark’s English Lutheran congregation built a new church at North 21st and 
Burdette Streets this year. Started as Saint Mark’s Danish Lutheran church, it was 
intentionally renamed an English Lutheran church to distinguish that they’d dropped 
Danish and exclusively used English in their services. The church was designed by 
Joseph P. Guth. The congregation does not exist anymore, and the building is no longer 
standing. 

 The Majestic was built this year. It was designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built by 
Robert Strehlow and a is 22-unit apartment building year at Strehlow Terrace at 2024 
North 16th Street. Located in by the Near North Side, it was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1986. 

 The Keirle House at 3017 Mormon Street was built in this year in a mixture of styles, 
including Queen Anne, in a classic “Midwestern box” style. It was designated an Omaha 
Landmark in 1997. 

 Nat Towles was born on August 10th of this year. He was a leading African-American 
jazz and big band leader across the Midwest who was from in North Omaha, and who 
played string bass. He died in January 1963. 

 A tavern was built at 2024 Cuming Street this year. It was designed in a Commercial 
Vernacular style with Late Gothic Revival style elements by Walter T. Misener and built 
for Gottlieb Storz’s Omaha Brewing Association. Over the next century, it was home to 
several bars including the Golden Rod and the Four C’s. The building was demolished 
in 2015. 

 The Streetcar Maintenance Shop at 2606 North 26th Street was built in 1905. Originally 
home to Omaha and Council Bluffs Street Railway Company, the City of Omaha took 
over the facility in 1957. It currently stands. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and 
Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 Fort Omaha officer duplexes were built around this year on officer’s row. Currently, 
they are referred to as: Building 14N, with offices for Campus Planning & Sustainability; 
Building 14S has offices for the Dean of English and the (IFEX) Institute for Faculty 
Excellence; Building 15N has offices for Equity & Diversity and Intercultural / 
International departments; Building 15S has offices for Education, Upward Bound, and 
Math & Science, and; Building 16 with offices for Information Technology Services on 
the Metro Community College campus. All of these were listed as part of the Fort 
Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1979. 

 Single unit officer’s quarters were built approximately this year on Fort Omaha’s 
officer’s row, as well. This building was restored in 2005. Currently, it is Building 13 and 
houses the President’s House on the Metro Community College campus. It was 
included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 Another officer’s quarters on Fort Omaha’s officer’s row was constructed this year. 
Today, it is on the Metro Community College campus and is currently Building 18 with 
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offices for Events Services, and was listed as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District 
that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Negele House at 3515 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Designed by William 
Findley in the American Foursqaure style, it was built by John Harte. As part of the 
Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 
1980. 

 The Haubens House at 3509 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Designed by 
Frederick Henninger in the Georgian Vernacular style, it was built by R. A. Stevens. As 
part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was 
declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

1906  John Adams, Jr. was born on August 14th of this year. He moved to North Omaha 
around 1923. A lawyer, he became the only African American member of the Nebraska 
Legislature while serving from 1935 to 1941. As a legislator, he introduced what became 
the state’s first public housing law and supported other welfare legislation. He was the 
son of John Adams, Sr. He died on April 19, 1999. 

 The G.F. Epeneter House at 502 North 40th Street was built in this year. It is now 
included as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 Omaha's Hose Company #12 hired the first African-American firefighters in the city. 

 Fort Omaha’s post hospital was built this year on officer’s row. Currently, it is Building 
17 and houses offices for Instructional Design Services and the Great Plains Theatre on 
the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha 
Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 Fort Omaha’s noncommissioned officer’s barracks at South Road between East and 
West Roads were built this year. In 1916, it became South Post Headquarters for the 
balloon training school. In 1929, it became the Staff Officer’s Headquarters of the 
Seventh Corps Area. Between 1933 and the end of WWII it was a barracks and the Post 
Commissary. In 1947, it became a US Navy Rear Admiral’s headquarters. Currently, it is 
Building 30 and houses offices for Administration & Public Safety on the Metro 
Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic 
District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 Fort Omaha’s enlisted double barracks was built this year at Middle Road and East 
Road. Currently, it is Building 5 and houses offices for Business & Training Services, 
International Students, and Records on the Metro Community College campus. It was 
included as part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 Fort Omaha’s utility building at South Road and East Road was built this year. It 
became the post filtration building in 1912 and housed the post switchboard starting in 
1920. The post exchange moved there in 1923, and the post fire house moved in 1928. 
In 1933, it was designated the post commander’s house, and in 1947 it became officer 
housing. A plumbing shop moved in around 1950. Currently, it is Building 1 and houses 
offices for Student Affairs on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as 
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part of the Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1979. 

 Lucille Skaggs Edwards became the first black woman to publish a magazine in 
Nebraska this year. It was called The Women’s Aurora. 

 The Smythe House was built this year at 710 North 38th Street in the Neo-Classical 
Revival style. Still standing, it’s architectural integrity has been maintained.  

 Zion German Lutheran Church opened this year. Located in a small chapel at North 
36th and Charles Streets in the Montclair neighborhood, that building is still located 
there. For a decade, all of the services were held in German. In 1919, the church built a 
new huge new building at N. 36th and Lafayette Avenue. However, in 1936, it merged 
with members of Immanuel Swedish Lutheran to form a new congregation, and they 
build a new church called Augustana Lutheran in 1951. 

 The Kountze Place Club Improvement Association was formed this year. They 
advocated for improvement of their park, increased police presence and for 
neighborhood interactions. They also promoted segregation. They existed through the 
1940s. 

 The Labor Lyceum was built this year. A non-liquor two-story hall, it was located in the 
Near North Side neighborhood at North 22nd and Clark Streets. In 1941, the lyceum 
built a new building at 3024 Cuming Street, and in 1951, the Omaha Housing Authority 
explored renovated the Clark Street location as a community center for the Logan 
Fontenelle Public Housing Projects. The lyceum was closed by 1970. Currently, the 
Union Community Holy Spirit Church is located in the Cuming Street building. 

 The Fontenelle Improvement Club was established this year. Rallying neighbors 
together, they advocated for better transportation and more. They operated through the 
1920s. 

1907  Thomas Mahammitt led a boycott of businesses that refused to serve African Americans 
this year. 

 The Webster Telephone Exchange Building was built by the Nebraska Telephone 
Company at 2213 Lake Street. It was designed by Thomas Rogers Kimball in the 
Jacobethan Revival style. It later houses a temporary mortuary after the 1913 Easter 
Sunday tornado, the Urban League Community Center starting in the late 1920s, and 
then the Great Plain Black History Museum starting in 1976. Currently, the building is 
empty. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977, it was also designated 
an Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Fort Omaha’s dirigible hanger was constructed this year on the site of the present-day 
MCC Building 10. 

 Fort Omaha’s post gymnasium and post exchange building was constructed along East 
Road north of South Road this year. Currently, it is Building 2 and serves as the Contact 
Center on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort 
Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1979. 
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 The Charles Storz House was built at 1901 Wirt Street this year. It was designed by 
Thomas Rogers Kimball in the Craftsman style, and was designated an Omaha 
Landmark in 1984. 

 The Gillette House is designed in the Prairie style this year. Eddie Hazen, a 1920s 
baseball phenome, lived there. 

 Saint Cecilia’s Catholic School at 3845 Webster Street was built in this year. Now a grade 
school, it hosted Cathedral High School for several years. It was included on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Strehlow was built this year. It was designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built 
by Robert Strehlow as a 28-unit apartment building at Strehlow Terrace at 2024 North 
16th Street. Located in by the Near North Side, it was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1986. 

 The Lawrence House at 402 North 38th Street was built in this year. It was listed as part 
of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 The flat at 3307 Burt Street this year. Patrick Creedon designed and built it, and it 
currently stands. It is located in the Gifford Park neighborhood. 

 The Army established a dirigible training program at Fort Omaha this year. The next 
year, the Army established a balloon training program at Fort Omaha, and in 1909 they 
closed the dirigible training program. That same year, a Signal Corps School is 
established, which is closed in 1913. 

 The Billings House at 431 North 38th Street was built in this year and was listed as part 
of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

1908  The Reinhold B. Busch House at 604 N.38th Street was built in this year. It is now 
included as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1997.  

 The John E. Reagan House was built this year. Located at 2102 Pinkney Street in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood, it was designed by James Bayne Mason in the Neo-
Classical Revival style. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2014. 

 Miller Park at 6201 North 30th Street was established this year. It was originally the 
northern terminus of the Prettiest Mile in Omaha, later renamed Florence Boulevard. 
Planted thick with birches, oaks and other fanciful trees early on, today the park includes 
a lake, a fountain, golf course, trails, picnic areas, playground, baseball fields and soccer 
fields. The Miller Park Pavilion at 2707 Redick Avenue was built in 1904. Designed in 
the Tudor Revival style, it is an H-shaped building with wide porches, a view of the gold 
course and lagoon. It was included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 James C. Greer, Sr. became one of the first African American firefighters in Omaha this 
year. In the 1910s, he became the first African American captain in Omaha Fire 
Department, and retired as a senior captain in 1933. 

 The Price House was designed in the Neo-Classical Revival style and built this year at 
3119 Clay Street. 
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 The Fort Omaha bakery was built at South Road and East Road this year. By 1933 it 
was an Officer’s Quarters. Currently, it is Building 32 and houses offices for Human 
Resources on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort 
Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1979. 

 The George Payne House is built at 3602 Lincoln Boulevard this year in the Dutch 
Colonial Revival style. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, it was 
declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 In 1908, the First United Brethren congregation bought the building at 1823 Lothrop 
Street. In 1914, their named changed to Hartford Memorial United Brethren Church. 
Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, that congregation was dissolved in 1961 
and the church was sold to Philadelphia Baptist Church, which was renamed Rising Star 
Baptist Church by 1963. It continues operating. 

 The Reinhold B. Busch House at 604 North 39th Street was built in this year and was 
listed as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1997. 

 The Covert House at 5919 Florence Boulevard was built this year. Designed by Burdell 
F. Miller, it is located in the Miller Park neighborhood and currently stands. 

 Harrison Pinkett became the first university-trained lawyer in the State of Nebraska. 
Pinkett was an African American who lived and worked in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. 

 The Levi Carter Park was established this year. It is bound by Browne Street on the 
north, Abbott Drive on the east, Carter Lake and Locust Street on the south, and North 
13 h Street and North 14th Street on the west. It’s the former home of Bungalow City, 
Lake Nakoma Boathouse, Cortland Beach and the Omaha Municipal Beach, as well as 
the Kiddieland and Pleasure Pier. The Levi Carter Park at 3100 Abbott Drive was 
established this year. There is water skiing, fishing and boating, as well as baseball fields, 
football fields, and basketball courts, as well as paths, picnic areas, shelters, restrooms, a 
pavilion and open space. It is home to the three buildings of the 1936 bathhouse, now 
called the Carter Lake Pavilion, and the park office, all of which are included on the 
National Register of Historic Places. All 519 acres of Levi Carter Park were included in 
the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2013. 

 Arthur B. McCaw was born this year. While living in North Omaha, he became a lawyer 
and civil rights activist. In 1942, he was a leader for the Nebraska Conference on Inter-
racial Social Action. In 1952, he was appointed as the state budget director, becoming 
the first African American appointed to the Nebraska governor’s cabinet level position. 
Later, he worked for the federal government. He was the chairman of the Nebraska 
chapter of the NAACP. He died May 11, 1985. 

 W. E. B. DuBois visits his friend and ally Harrison Pinkett in Omaha. 

 Harrison Pinkett defends a group of African American soldiers at Fort Omaha accused 
in the 1906 Brownsville Affair. A race riot breaks out in Brownsville, Texas, after Black 
soldiers there were accused of attacking a white woman.  
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 The second Methodist Hospital was built this year at 3612 Cuming Street. After closing 
in 1968, it became the Salvation Army Lied Renaissance Center.  

 The Issac Bailey House was built this year at 2816 Pratt Street. It was designed by 
nationally recognized North Omaha architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington and currently 
stands. 

 The first building at 2410 Lake Street is recorded this year. It was home to many 
businesses throughout its existence. Starting as the site of the Diamond Theatre in 1911, 
the original building here was demolished by the Easter Sunday Tornado of 1913. After 
being rebuilt, the Diamond Motion Picture Company operated the theatre here until 
around 1930. Jim Bell’s Club Harlem opened here around 1935. The Lake Street 
Bowling Alley opened in the late 1930s, and in 1938 the Swingland Cafe opened here. 
The Off Beat Supper Club was opened here in 1938, and the Harlem Nites Cafe in 
1939. In 1940, the Savoy Cafe was opened there, and by 1944, the building was home to 
the Victory Bowling Alley. The Lake Street Theatre operated here in 1949, and the Lake 
Street Bowling Alley was here in 1950. The illustrious Cotton Club was open in 1957, 
and the building was demolished in the 1960s.  

1909  The London Theatre was opened this year at 2211 Cuming Street.  

 B’nai Jacob Adas Yeshurun was founded at 1521 North 21st Street. It later moved to 
3028 Cuming Street.  

 The Stroud Mansion was built this year at 5100 Florence Boulevard. Designed in the 
Neo-Classical style, it had four-stories with at least nine rooms. It was demolished in 
1970 and replaced with an Omaha Housing Authority senior home called the Florence 
Tower. 

 George F. Sheperd designed and built another residence for himself at 3124 North 16th 
Street, employing the Late Gothic Revival style. It continues standing. 

 B’nai Jacob Anshe Sholom was built at 1111 North 24th Street. It was a Hungarian 
congregation which eventually moved twice to North 25th and Seward, then to 6412 N. 
42nd Street. It closed in 1985. 

 Bluff View Park was established this year. It is bound by Florence Boulevard on the 
west, the hairpin curve of Carter Boulevard on the north, and North 19th Street on the 
east, extending just south of Fowler Avenue on the south. All 1.6 acres of the Bluff 
View Park were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Burkenroad House/Trimble Castle is built at 2060 Florence Boulevard. Designed 
by notable North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth, it was used as a Black hotel from the 
1930s through the 1950s and was called The Broadview Hotel. It continues standing. 

 The Roland, designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built by Robert Strehlow, is a 30-
unit apartment building was built this year at Strehlow Terrace at 2024 North 16th 
Street. Located in by the Near North Side, it was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1986. 
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 Walter T. Misener designed the Partridge House at 2919 Florence Boulevard this year. 
In the 1930s, it is used as a social facility called The Boulevard Tea Room. It continues 
to stand. 

 The Kenwood-Fairfax Improvement Club was founded this year. Serving the Fairfax 
neighborhood, it advocated for the establishment of the Fairfax School and for 
maintaining neighborhood police patrols. They continued operating through the 1920s. 

 The Stroud Mansion was built this year at 5100 Florence Boulevard. Designed in the 
Neo-Classical style, it sat on two wooded acres. It was demolished in 1969 and the lot 
was used for the Florence Towers. 
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1910s 
1910  The Strehlow Terrace Recreation Center, designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built 

by Robert Strehlow, was built this year at Strehlow Terrace at 2024 North 16th Street. 
Located in by the Near North Side, it was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1986. 

 The Strehlow House, designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built by Robert Strehlow, 
built this year at Strehlow Terrace at 2024 North 16th Street. Located in by the Near 
North Side, it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1986. 

 The Omaha Presbyterian Theological Seminary opened a brand new building in 
Kountze Place on a four-acre campus at 3303 North 21st Street. Located in Kountze 
Place near the Swedish Mission Hospital and the University of Omaha, the institution 
was founded in 1891 in downtown Omaha. In 1921, the seminary sold its Kountze 
Place building for use as a school for Father Flanagan's Home for Boys. They intended 
to move to 52nd and Western Avenue. However, the process didn't turn out as planned 
and the seminary stayed in Kountze Place. The seminary closed permanently in 1943. 
The Grace Bible College opened soon after, and stayed for one year before moving to 
south Omaha. By 1945, the building was converted into the Seminary Apartments. 
Available to African Americans starting in 1956, before then they were for white people 
only. In the 1960s, they were renovated again and renamed the Garden Manor 
Apartments. They were renovated again in 1977 and renamed the Mark V Apartments. 
The Mark V Apartments were demolished after a fire in March 1979. Half of its land is 
built up with public housing projects, which were converted into privately owned 
condos in the 1980s. The half where the building was located has stood empty since the 
demolition. 

 Opening this year, the Loyal Theatre was at 2406 Caldwell Street. Located in the Near 
North Side, it was open through the 1920s. The building was demolished before 1960. 

 The building at 2514 North 24th Street was built this year. Originally, Kulp’s News 
Stand was located there. Between the 1920s and the 1950s, Nesselson’s Grocery was at 
the address. In 1961, a variety store was there. Currently, it’s the location of a business 
called North Omaha Barbers. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic 
District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Gifford Park neighborhood is platted this year. 

 The original Miller Park Elementary School was a four-room frame building opened this 
year at 5625 North 28th Avenue. The current building was designed by John L. Latenser 
and finished in 1912, and renovated extensively in the 2000s. The school continues 
operating. 

 North Presbyterian Church at 3105 North 24th Street was built this year. The building 
was designed by Frederick A. Henninger in the Neo-Classical Revival style. North 
Presbyterian Church began in 1908 at North 19th and Ohio Streets, and grew the when 
Knox and Second Presbyterian congregations merged with it in 1910. In 1954, the 
North Presbyterian congregation became Mount View Presbyterian and opened a new 
to a new church at 5320 Redman Avenue. Two Presbyterian congregations called 
Bethany and Hillside merged to form Calvin Memorial Presbyterian Church at the 
former North Presbyterian building. In 1991, the congregation of Calvin moved to 
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North 41st and Pratt Streets, and changed its name to New Life Presbyterian Church. It 
continues operating currently. Today, the building is home to the Church of Jesus Christ 
Whole Truth. It was designated a City of Omaha landmark in 1985, and was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as North Presbyterian Church in 1986. 

 The Benson West Elementary School was built this year at 6652 Maple Street. It was 
designed by John L. Latenser, and continues operating. 

 The Price Building at 8607 North 30th Street was designed in the Commercial 
Vernacular style and built this year. It continues standing. 

 The Omaha Auto Speedway opened this year. Located in “East Omaha,” it was actually 
in present-day Carter Lake, Iowa. The track hosted annual races for 75,000 fans and 
racers from across the country. It closed in 1917. 

 The Jack Johnson riot happened this year. After a tremendous upset victory by African-
American boxer Jack Johnson in Reno, Nevada, mobs of whites roamed throughout 
North Omaha rioting, as they did in cities across the U.S. The mobs wounded several 
Black men in the city, killing one.  

 The Church of the Holy Angels Catholic congregation began worshipping with Father 
Flanagan at the Magnolia Hall at N. 24th and Saratoga. In 1910, the first church building 
was completed at North 28th and Fowler. The school opened the same year. Jacob 
Nachtigall designed the church, and Jacob Maag contributed the stonework and 
sculpting.  The permanent church and school were opened in 1920 at 4721 North 28th 
Street. The school closed in 1968, and Dominican High School moved in. The parish 
closed in 1979, and the high school closed in 1982. In 1983, the church and school were 
demolished to make room for the North Freeway. 

 The Lizzie Robinson House is at 2864 Corby Street This is the place where all Church 
of God in Christ activity began in Nebraska, led by Lizzie Robinson starting in 1916. 
Built in 1910, it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1993 and 
designated an Omaha Landmark in 1992.  

 On May 4th, Lloyd Hunter was born and afterwards raised in North Omaha. He was an 
African-American trumpeter and big band leader whose band travelled throughout the 
Midwest. He was inducted into the Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame posthumously. 
He died in 1961. 

 Rowena Moore was born today. A North Omaha native, she was an African-American 
union and civic activist, and founder of the Malcolm X Memorial Foundation. She died 
on December 15, 1998. 

 The Norwegian-Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church was open during this decade at 
North 26th and Hamilton Avenue.  

 This is the year the building at 2416 North 22nd Street is built. The Myers Funeral 
Home moved in around 1927. It closed in 2011 as Nebraska’s oldest African American-
owned business, and the building continues standing. 

 The Holmquist House at 1106 North 36th Street was built this year. Designed in the 
American Foursquare style, it was built by Joseph Hawkinson. As part of the Bemis 
Park Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 
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 The Olson House at 1110 North 36th Street was built this year. An American 
Foursquare style home, it was built by S. Hockinson. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 Paul B. Allen was born on November 28th of this year. A longtime entrepreneur, he was 
owner and operator of several ventures in North Omaha including Allen's Showcase, he 
was an important figure in North Omaha culture for more than 40 years. He died on 
June 8, 1997. 

 The Thomas Price and Sons Building was constructed this year. Located at 8607 North 
30th Street, currently its home to the Price Apartments and Winter Quarters Book Store 
are there now. 

 The Micklin Lumber Company Building was built at 2109 North 24th Street this year. 
Originally housing a hay dealer, Micklin moved in in 1921. Micklin used it as a planing 
factory into the 1960s. Currently, it is the location of the Wilson Custom Design Tile. 

1911  Lawyer Harrison Pinkett went against Tom Dennison’s supposed city government 
machine by supporting Omaha’s Anti-Saloon League. 

 The John McDonald House at 515 North 38th Street was built in this year and was 
listed as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1997. 

 The Baldridge House at 141 North 39th Street was built in this year and was listed as 
part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997. 

 The Arthur English House at 521 North 39th Street was built in this year and was listed 
as part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997. 

 The Fairfax School was built this year at 3708 North 40th Street. Located in the Fairfax 
neighborhood, the school had just two rooms throughout its entire existence. It was 
demolished in 1974. 

 Diamond Moving Picture Theater was opened at 2410 Lake Street this year. In 1913, it 
was destroyed by the Easter Sunday Tornado. Afterwards it was rebuilt and stayed open 
until 1926. 

1912  The Omaha chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People was founded, the first NAACP chapter west of the Mississippi. It was founded 
by Rev. John A. Williams and attorney Harrison J. Pinkett. 

 Franklin Theatre was opened at 1624 North 24th Street. It stayed open into the 1930s. 

 The Gustfason House at 6140 Florence Boulevard was designed and built in the 
Craftsman style this year. A carriage house and other historical features are still intact. 

 The Storz Brewing Company Ice House was built at 1835 North 16th Street this year. It 
was designed by Henry A. Raapke in the Commercial Vernacular style. It may still be 
standing currently. 
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 The Jewish Old People’s Home was established at 2504 Charles Street. The ritual 
bathhouse around the corner at 1512 North 25th Street was established, too. 

 Frederick W. Clarke designed Clifton School and it was built in this year at 2811 North 
45th Street. Girls Inc. renovated it in 2014 to serve as the Katherine Fletcher Center. 

 Built this year, the Fontenelle Boulevard heads north from Military Avenue to Belvedere 
Boulevard. It was designed by famed landscape architect H.W.S. Cleveland in 1892. It 
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Dr. L.E. Britt House was built this year at 2519 Maple Street. Located in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood, it was designed by nationally recognized North Omaha 
architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington. It currently stands. 

 Paxton Boulevard was made this year. Running east-west from John A. Creighton 
Boulevard at North 31st Avenue, it connects with with Fontenelle Boulevard in 
Fontenelle Park. Paxton Boulevard was designed by famed landscape architect H.W.S. 
Cleveland in 1892, and all 1.22 miles of it included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard 
System listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Thomas Peterson House was built this year at 3908 North 18th Street. Located in 
the Saratoga neighborhood, it was designed by nationally recognized North Omaha 
architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington. It currently stands. 

 January 14th is the birthdate of Tillie Olsen. Raised in the Near North Side in a Jewish 
Russian family, Olsen is respected today as a Jewish feminist political writer whose 
novel, Yonnondio: From the Thirties (1974), is an important book. She died on January 1, 
2007. 

1913  August 13th is the birthdate of Anna Mae Winburn. She was an African-American 
vocalist and jazz bandleader who lived and worked in the Near North Side 
neighborhood. In Omaha, she played with Red Perkins, Lloyd Hunter, and the Cotton 
Club Boys including guitarist Charlie Christian. Her most famous act was with the 
International Sweethearts of Rhythm. She died on September 30, 1999. 

 The Crutchfield Rowhouse were built this year at 2510-12 Lake Street. They were 
designed by nationally recognized North Omaha architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington in 
the present-day 24th and Lake Historic District. The building was demolished in the 
early 1980s. 

 Grove Methodist Episcopal Church opened at North 22nd and Seward Street this year. 
In 1927, the church moved to North 22nd and Miami Streets near the present-day 24th 
and Lake Historic District and was renamed Clair Memorial. In 1956, Clair moved to 
2443 Evans Street in the Kountze Place neighborhood, and stayed there for almost 30 
years. In 1983, Clair Memorial United Methodist Church moved to 5544 Ames Avenue 
in the Fontenelle View neighborhood, and continues operating there now. 

 The G. Wade Obee Funeral Home was built this year at 2518 Lake Street It was 
designed by nationally recognized North Omaha architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington. 
In 1917, Obee moved to a new funeral home; the Western Funeral Home moved in 
until 1922, when the Myers Funeral Home moved in. In 1927, Myers moved and the 
building became a family residence, and continues that way currently. In 2016, it was 
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listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 The Metropolitan Utilities District was opened to remove water services from private 
control, including the Florence Water Works owned by the American Water Works 
Company. 

 Present-day buildings the Love’s Jazz and Arts Center were built at 2510 N 24th Street. 
Located in several historic storefronts, Love’s opened in the 1990s. It was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2016. 

 On March 23rd of this year, the Easter Sunday tornado killed more than 100 people and 
destroyed countless blocks of North Omaha. The worse damage was in and surrounding 
the present-day 24th and Lake Historic District, with more than 100 killed there. 

 The Boston West Wash Laundry Building at 2414 Lake Street was built after the Easter 
Sunday Tornado this year. The longest standing businesses included Boston West Wash 
Laundry and Metz Mansion Cigar Shop; A&A Music Shop owned by Paul B. Allen; 
Muhammad’s Mosque; then the Family Housing Advisory Services, which became 
Comprehensive Housing Counseling Agency. Big Mama’s moved in 2004 and moved in 
2016. That year it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

 2412 Lake Street was constructed after the Easter Sunday tornado this year. Jim Bell 
opened a restaurant here in the early 1940s. In 1944, it became home to the Carver 
Savings and Loan Association, the first African-American owned and focused financial 
institution in the city. In 2012, the Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts rehabilitated 
the space. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Broomfield Rowhouse was built at 2502-2504 Lake Street in this year. Designed by 
North Omaha’s architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington in the Craftsman style, it was listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 2007. It currently stands. 

 The Crawford Duplex at 3521-23 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Designed by 
Frederick Henninger in an eclectic style, it was built by George Alcorn. It combines the 
French Renaissance Revival and Tudor Revival styles. As part of the Bemis Park 
Landmark Heritage District, it was declared an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

1914  Harrison Pinkett is heavily involved in the prosecution of Black businesses in Omaha’s 
Midway, also called the Sporting District, which was the city’s red light district. He lived 
and worked in the Near North Side. 

 The Hollis M. Johnson House was built this year at 1820 Lothrop Street. Located in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood, it was designed by nationally recognized North Omaha 
architect “Cap” Clarence Wigington. For much of its existence, the house was home to 
renowned Omaha sculptor Jacob Maag. It currently stands. 

 Noted Harlem Renaissance writer Wallace Thurman completed grade school in the 
Near North Side and started at present-day Central High School this year. 

 Fort Omaha’s Knights of Columbus Assembly Hall was built at North Road and East 
Road this year. Currently, it is Building 7 and houses offices for Secondary Partnerships 
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on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the Fort Omaha 
Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Ideal Hotel at 2522 North 24th Street was built this year. One of the early homes of 
the USPS Station A, the building has been home to several professionals, including Drs. 
Paul Rasmussen and Bill Peebles, who were dentists, as well as Dr. Charles Lieber and J. 
A. Henske. The Ideal Hotel was located here in the 1950s and 1960s. The rest of the 
building was also home to Ideal Furniture and Hardware, a barber, a billiards hall, and 
paint stores. Today, its the home of Style of Evolution and several professional offices. 
In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

 The Wood Home was built in the Prairie style at 6129 Florence Boulevard. Located in 
the Miller Park neighborhood, one of the its owners through the years was Senator 
Edward Burke who was a past-president of the Omaha School Board and a Democratic 
congressman while he lived there. A tunnel ran from this house to the cliff behind it, 
too. It currently stands today. 

 During this year, one million bushels of wheat were shipped from the Updike Grain 
Mills on North 16th Street to the United Kingdom to assist with WWI food needs. It 
was located by the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 The second Sherman School at 5618 North 14th Avenue opened this year. Located in 
the Sherman neighborhood, it was originally established in 1888. 

 The Druid Hall at 2412 Ames Avenue was built this year. Located in the Saratoga 
neighborhood, it was designed by notable North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth, and 
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2015. 

 The Star Theater opened this year at 1814 North 24th Street. Located in the Near North 
Side, it closed within the year. 

 Murray the Tinner’s Building at 2520 North 24th Street was built this year. For more 
than 50 years, it was home to metalworking companies, including the D.E. Murray 
Company that closed in the 1960s. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake 
Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Lothrop Theatre at 3212 North 24th Street opened this year. Located in the 
Kountze Place neighborhood, it operated until 1955. The building was demolished in 
the 1970s. 

 The Fort Street Special School for Incorrigible Boys is at North 30th and Browne 
Streets. Located in the Miller Park neighborhood, it was for boys who “had no interest 
in school at all” and were considered “mischief makers”. Providing a variety of practical 
manual labor training classes, attending the school soon went from being a punishment 
to a privilege. In 1921, the program moved to the campus of Omaha’s new Technical 
High School, and the Fort Street School was closed. The building was moved to the 
Minne Lusa School land as their first and temporary schoolhouse. It was demolished 
afterward. 

 It Theatre was opened at 2910 Sherman Avenue this year. Located in the 16th and 
Locust commercial district, it stayed open until 1916. The building stands currently. 
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 Ivy Theatre was opened at 2128 Sherman Avenue this year. Located by the Near North 
Side neighborhood, it stayed open for less than a decade. 

 The Benson Theatre was opened at 6084 Military Avenue in 1920, it became the Benalto 
Theatre, and in 1927 it was renamed the Benson Theatre. It stayed open until 1953. 

 Alhambra Theatre was opened at 1814 North 24th Street this year. Located in the Near 
North Side neighborhood, it closed in 1931. The building was demolished in the 1970s. 

 The F. J. Carey Block at 2401 North 24th Street was built this year. Originally Carey 
Cleaners, Edholm and Sherman Laundry moved in the 1940s. The Savoy Ballroom 
operated here between 1945 and 1947. After being home to a window company in the 
1950s, automotive body shops worked in the building during the 1960s and 70s. 
Currently, it is home to Simple Simon Day Care. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 
24th and Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Jones and Chiles Building at 2314 North 24th Street was built this year. In 1916, an 
African American undertaker named Allen Jones moved into this building. Jones and 
Reed were morticians here afterwards Chiles left. Herman Friedlander opened a grocery 
store here by 1926. For the next thirty years either a grocery store or restaurant occupied 
the first floor. For a short time in the early 1960s, a family doctor named Dr. George B. 
Lennox had an office on the second floor. Today, the barber shop on the main floor is 
called Unique Cuts; they are cited across the internet for handing out free condoms. In 
2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

 Terrell Drug was at 2306 North 24th Street, and was built this year. It was first home to 
Terrell Drugs, and was used as a drug store from the 1910s into the 1960s. African-
American pharmacists E. A. Williamson and Dr. Price Terrell were the first operators, 
followed by Thomas Ross, Joseph Owen and then Milton Johnson. Robbins Drug was 
also located in this block. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic 
District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 North Omaha real estate mogul Charles Martin platted the Belle Isle subdivision this 
year. Located in the northeast corner of the Miller Park neighborhood, it was the 
template he modeled much of the Minne Lusa development off of. It was completely 
finished by 1920. 

1915  Albert P. "Pepper" Martin was born this year. While living in the Near North Side 
neighborhood, from 1943 onward he played and toured with alto saxophone with the 
Carolina Cotton Pickers, and when Count Basie, Nat Towles and others played Omaha, 
he played with them, too. He was also a bandleader at McGill's Blue Room. He died in 
1994. 

 The Alamo Theatre was opened at 5303 North 24th Street this year. Located in the 24th 
and Fort commercial district, it closed within a decade.  

 The Fort Omaha swimming pool, pergola and pool house were built this year. It is west 
of Building 10. In 2015, the pool was filled in with a garden. The pergola and pool 
engine plant building are intact. 

 The Brenner House at 6141 Florence Boulevard was designed by Noah E. Carter in the 
Second Spanish Colonial style and built this year. Also called the Carter House for its 
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first occupants, later it was home to city crime boss Tom Dennison for three years in 
the 1920s. The Church of the Blessed Sacrament bought it as a rectory in 1941, and it 
was used as that for decades. Currently, it is privately owned again. Located in the Miller 
Park neighborhood, the home has many historical features, including a carriage house 
and a tunnel to the cliffs behind it. 

 Clifton Theatre was opened at 4337 Burdette Street this year. Located in the Clifton Hill 
neighborhood, it only operated for a few years. The building was gone by 1932. 

 Harold "Twinkle Toes" Smith was born this year. Living in the Near North Side, Smith 
was a fixture at McGill's Blue Room, serving as band leader, singer and house drummer 
there from the 1930s through the late 50s. He died in 1989. 

 Trinity Lutheran Church is opened this year. Founded by Swedes at North 25th Street 
and Ames Avenue in the Saratoga neighborhood, the congregation built a beautiful 
church at North 30th and Redick Avenue in 1921. This building was purposefully 
originally called Trinity English Lutheran Church to let congregants know to expect all 
services in English, not Swedish or German. Located at 6340 North 30th Street next to 
Miller Park, the church continues there currently. 

 The Joyo Theatre was opened at 8601 North 30th Street this year. Located in the 
Florence neighborhood, it closed within a year. The building stands today. 

 The Ruyf House at 6531 Florence Boulevard was designed and built this year in the 
American Foursquare style. Located in the Miller Park neighborhood, the home 
currently stands. 

 The New Star Theatre at 2906 Sherman Avenue opened this year. Located in the 16th 
and Locust commercial district, it closed within a decade, the building still stands. 

 Third Church, Christ Scientist opened at the Druid Hall this year. In 1921, they built 
their first home near North 22nd and Browne Streets in the Saratoga neighborhood. 
They constructed a new building at 2118 Browne Street in 1950, and moved out in 
1978. It is now home to Bethlehem Baptist Church. Third Church eventually moved to 
8004 North 30th Street in the Florence neighborhood. 

 The Strehlow Terrace Garage, designed by Frederick A. Henninger and built by Robert 
Strehlow, with two apartments above it, was built this year on a separate, smaller parcel 
of land at 2107 North 16th Street to the east of the Strehlow Terrace complex. Located 
in by the Near North Side, it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1986. 

 The Lincoln Motion Picture Company was founded in North Omaha to produce black 
films. It was the first African American-led movie company, with African American 
producers, staff and actors. With facilities in the Near North Side, within a year they 
moved to Los Angeles, California. 

 The Monitor, edited and published by Rev. John Albert Williams, was established in the 
Near North Side. It was nationally read, and ceased publication in 1929.  

 The Benson City Hall was built at 6008 Maple Street in this year in the Commercial 
Vernacular style. 
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 This is the birth year of Mildred Brown, who moved to Omaha in the early 1930s. 
Along with her husband, she founded the Omaha Star in 1935. After 1945, Brown was 
running the only African-American newspaper in Nebraska. In the 1960s, President 
Lyndon Johnson appointed her as a goodwill ambassador to East Germany. She died on 
November 2, 1989. 

 Born on August 24th, Wynonie Harris was born and raised in North Omaha, and 
became an important blues shouter and rhythm-and-blues singer. After starting his 
career at McGill’s Blue Room and Jim Bell’s Club Harlem in the present-day 24th and 
Lake Historic District, he played nationally in a variety of important clubs. He was 
inducted into the Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame. He died on June 14, 1969.  

1916  The Forster House at 3712 Davenport Street was built in this year. It is the regarded as 
the only perfect example of Prairie style architecture in Omaha. It was designed by 
Louis Bouchard, a student of Frank Lloyd Wright. It was listed as part of the Gold 
Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 The Saint Barnabas Episcopal Church at 129 North 40th Street was built in this year in 
the English Herefordshire style. In 2007, the congregation left the Episcopal Church, 
and in 2013, became officially affiliated with the Catholic Archdiocese of Omaha. It is 
recognized as an Anglican Catholic parish now. It was listed as part of the Gold Coast 
Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 The Prettiest Mile Club was opened at 2582 Redick Avenue this year. Located in the 
Minne Lusa neighborhood, was designed by Everett S. Dodds in the Second Spanish 
Colonial Revival style. In 1930, it became the Birchwood Club, which closed in the early 
1960s. It was renovated and re-opened as the Viking Ship in 1979, and continues 
operating today. 

 Harrison Pinkett was a part of campaigns this year to make Douglas County a dry 
county. A lawyer and activist in the Near North Side, this again positions him fighting 
against crime boss Tom Dennison. 

 The Margaret apartments at 2103 North 16th Street were built this year. Frederick A. 
Henninger and built by Robert Strehlow, they are by the Near North Side. The Margaret 
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2007. 

 The Lincoln Boulevard was paved this year. It goes through the Bemis Park 
neighborhood east-west from North 33rd Street to Mercer Boulevard. Designed by 
famed landscape architect H.W.S. Cleveland in 1892, and all 1.3 miles of Lincoln 
Boulevard were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 Frederick A. Henninger designed the caretaker's office at Prospect Hill Cemetery this 
year. Located in the Prospect Hill neighborhood, it also houses the cemetery’s chapel, 
office and caretaker’s residence, its eclectic style reflects a variety of European revival 
elements. It was designated an official Omaha Landmark in 1977.  

 The present-day Minne Lusa Historic District was platted from North 24th Street to 
30th Street; Craig Street to Redick Avenue. It was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2014. 
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 The Minne Lusa Boulevard was built this year. It runs south-north through the present-
day Minne Lusa Historic District from Redick Avenue to J.J. Pershing Drive. It was 
included in the Minne Lusa Historic District listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2014. 

 Built this year, the Belvedere Boulevard leads from North 30th Street on the east, 
curving west to link Fontenelle Boulevard with Miller Park. Located at the center of the 
Belvedere neighborhood, all .88 miles of this boulevard were included in the Omaha 
Park and Boulevard System listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 The Carter Boulevard was finished around 1916. Located east of Florence Boulevard, a 
sharp hairpin turn carries the Carter Boulevard down a steep hill eastward to Levi Carter 
Park. The boulevard enters the park near the intersection with North 13th Street. All .7 
miles were included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 This year, the US Army Air Service, 9th Naval District, Balloon and Airship Division 
opened at Fort Omaha.  

 This is the year 2518 North 24th Street was built. In the 1920s, the Negro Civic League 
was located at this address. Mrs. Carrie Bell, the wife of Jim Bell, ran The Midway Café 
at this address for a decade in the 1930s and 40s. During the 1950s, the storefront 
housed the Jet Smoke Shop, which was regularly raided for illegal gambling. 1965 Nasr's 
Restaurant opened at 6553 Ames Avenue this year. The Basket Store #25 was here for 
several years. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

 Starting this year, George Wells Parker started helping African Americans resettle from 
the South to North Omaha by using The Monitor newspaper to advocate and educate, 
and sending mailers to the South. 

 The First Church of Nazarene opened this year. Located in the Miller Park 
neighborhood at North 25th and Browne Streets, they closed in 1959. The Power 
House Church of God in Christ moved in by 1967. 

 The Melrose Apartments as 602 North 33rd Street were designed by H. D. Frankfurt 
and Alex Beck and built this year. Located in the Gifford Park neighborhood, they were 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1989 and designated an Omaha 
Landmark in 1982. 

 The Jacobs Gymnasium is built this year as part of the University of Omaha University 
at 3624 North 24th Street. Located in Kountze Place, it was called the Works Progress 
Administration Gym in the 1930s, and was demolished in 1964. 

 Built at 3620 North 24th Street, the University of Omaha’s Joslyn Hall was built this 
year. Located in the Kountze Place neighborhood, was repurposed and renamed the 
University Apartments in the 1930s, and demolished in 1964. 

 The Grand Theatre was opened at 2918 Sherman this year. Located in the 16th and 
Locust commercial district, it stayed open until 1931. 

 The former Carnation Ballroom is located at 2701 North 24th Street, and was opened 
this year. Located near the present-day 24th and Lake Historic District, the Carnation 
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Ballroom was built in the 1910s. Originally home to the Forbes Bakery, it became the 
AmVets Club in the mid-1940s and The Savoy club in the late 1940s. Paul B. Allen ran 
the AmVets. In the 1950s, Omaha Star publisher Mildred Brown opened the Carnation 
Ballroom there. After closing in the early 1960s, the building became a garage. Currently 
it is a storage facility. 

 Mercer Park was established this year. Bound by Nicholas on the north, North 38th on 
the east, Cuming on the south and Mercer Park Road on the west, Lincoln Boulevard 
cuts through the middle. In was included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013.  

 Tomasso’s restaurant at 2510 North 24th Street was built this year. A taffy parlor was 
there in 1920, and by 1926 it was home to the Omaha Dry Cleaners. In 2005, the Love’s 
Jazz and Art Center moved to the address. With a mission to “preserve, promote and 
present African-American art and jazz,” the center was named after North Omaha’s 
legendary jazz musician Preston Love, Sr. The building was renovated, and today Love’s 
offers comprehensive African-American art exhibits and live jazz performances, and is 
“dedicated to cultural and historical preservation of African-American contributions.” 
In 2016, the building was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

1917  Burt Theatre was opened at 4116 North 24th Street this year. It stayed open for less 
than a decade. Located in the Saratoga neighborhood, it was Schollman’s Hardware for 
more than 25 years, and the building stood through the 1960s. It was demolished in the 
late 1960s and never replaced. 

 The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer was established in the original Pearl Church 
building this year. Located in the Saratoga neighborhood at 2377 Larimore Avenue, this 
was originally a Swedish congregation that stayed there through the 2000s. The church 
was preceded by a Lutheran mission that met at the Druid Hall starting in 1915. 
Currently, the Larimore church is home to Iglesia Pentecostes Roca de Salvacion. 

 George Wells Parker founded the Hamitic League of the World in Omaha to promote 
African American empowerment and Black nationalism. 

 The United States entered WWI . The US Army leases Florence Field, 119 acres of land 
about one-mile north of Fort Omaha along Martin Avenue for training balloon pilots 
and crews. The war ended in 1918. Airborne surveillance techniques and forms of 
parachuting were developed here as well. 

 The cities of Florence and Benson were annexed by the City of Omaha. 

 George Wells Parker launches a national African American magazine called The Crusader 
in Omaha. 

 Built in this year, the original      Elementary School is located at 3030 Spaulding Street. 
It was designed by Frederick A. Henninger. In 1981, Druid Hill opened Omaha Public 
Schools’ first elementary magnet school program. The school moved to a new building 
in 2002, and the original Druid Hill School was repurposed for use by the district. It 
continues in use. 

 George Wells Parker founds an African American empowerment organization called the 
Hamitic League of the World in North Omaha. 
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 The Randall Pollock House is designed by Everett S. Dodds in the Tudor Revival style 
and built this year at 2886 Vane Street. It is included on the National Register of 
Historic Places as part of the Minne Lusa Historic District. 

 The Old Peoples’ Home, later called the Fontenelle Home and then the Leo Vaughn 
Senior Manor, was built this year at 3325 Fontenelle Boulevard. Designed by John and 
Alan McDonald in the Neo-Classical style, it was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1987. 

1918  White military veterans from WWI attempt to return to their civilian jobs this year. 
Violent strikes break out in South Omaha meat packing plants as they discover African 
American and Eastern European immigrants in their former positions. 

 Saint Benedict the Moor Catholic Church was opened as the Saint Benedict Community 
House. In 1923, they church was established at 2423 Grant Street in the Near North 
Side neighborhood. They operated the only officially segregated grade school in Omaha 
for several decades starting in 1929 in a building still standing at the corner. The parish 
constructed a new building in 1958. Currently, Saint Benedict’s continues as the only 
Black Catholic parish in Nebraska. 

 Opening this year, the Suburban Theatre was located at 4414 North 24th Street. Located 
in the Saratoga neighborhood, it closed within a decade. The building still stands today.  

 The Blue Lion Center at 2425 North 24th Street was built this year. It’s a two-story 
brick building that has been occupied by dozens of businesses over the last century, 
including restaurants and a club, professional offices and medical services. The Calhoun 
Hotel and Rabe’s Buffet, a popular restaurant, were located there for decades. The most 
famous business may have been McGill’s Blue Room, a  club from 1939 to 1960. 
Magrum’s Cafe and the Loyal Diner Cafe were located on the first floor, too, until the 
1960s. For the next few decades, it served as the Waiters and Porters Headquarters. 
Many of the professionals who kept offices in the building were African Americans, 
including dentist Dr. Craig Morris; Dr. J. H. Hutten; lawyer John G. Pegg; and Dr. 
William Solomon, who had an office in the building from 1936 to 1977. Many of these 
professionals were dedicated to African American empowerment in the community, and 
volunteered much of their lives to struggle for Civil Rights and against racism. Other 
businesses in the building included a confectionary, Gate City Printing, a clothing store, 
a variety store, and a soda jerk shop. In early 1980s, the building was renovated with its 
neighbor to become the Blue Lion Center. The Blue Lion buildings were named for 
their most famous tenants, including McGill’s Blue Room, a jazz club and Lion 
Products, which sold farm equipment. Designed by an African American- owned 
architectural firm called Ambrose Jackson Associates, the center opened in 1983. In 
2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Currently, the Blue Lion is being transformed into the home of the 
Union for Contemporary Arts, as well as additional space for retail or a restaurant. It 
should open in early 2017.  

 Cyril Briggs became editor of the African Blood Brotherhood journal, The Crusade, 
which was printed in North Omaha and distributed nationally. 

 Pilgrim Baptist Church was established this year, and in 1920 bought the former Calvary 
Baptist Church at 2501 Hamilton Street in the Near North Side. A fire almost destroyed 
the church in 1948. After reconstruction, the church has remained there since. 
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 In May, an explosion at a hydrogen plant at Fort Omaha killed two soldiers with 
attending the balloon school. 

 The B. H. Post Building at 6214 Maple Street was built in the Benson neighborhood. It 
was designed by notable North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth. 

 Druid Hill Elementary School is built at 4020 North 30th Street in the Bedford Place 
neighborhood. In the fall of 1996, Druid Hill relocated to a new building. The original 
building serves different purposes for the school district now. 

 Clifton Hill School was built this year at 2811 North 45th Street. It was closed by 
Omaha Public Schools in 1988. In 2016, Girls Inc. of Omaha rehabilitated and 
rededicated the building as the Katherine Fletcher Center. It is located in the Clifton Hill 
neighborhood. 

 Katherine Fletcher was born this year. A longtime educator who lived in North Omaha, 
she became the first African American principal west of North 72nd Street. In 1974, she 
started leading at Laura Dodge School. Before that, she was the first black teacher at 
Kellom School, and after she left Laura Dodge, she became principal at Kellom. Along 
with working in Omaha Public Schools for almost 40 years, she was a founder of the 
Omaha Opportunities Industrialization Center. She died in 2014. 

1919  African-American Will Brown was lynched by a mob from South Omaha after being 
accused of raping a white woman. There was a background of resentment against 
African Americans among the ethnic and immigrant white working class in South 
Omaha because African Americans were hired as strikebreakers.  The reform mayor 
tried to calm the crowd; he was also lynched by the mob; only a last minute rescue saved 
his life. The sheriff and police could not control the mob, numbering in the thousands.  
No perpetrators were brought to trial. US Army troops were stationed in North Omaha 
to protect the Black community. It was part of the “Red Summer” across the United 
States where white people lynched hundreds of African Americans , rioted and pillaged 
African American communities, and attempted to destroy the Black community entirely. 
Army soldiers from Missouri were called to Omaha to stop the rioting. Reestablishing 
control and stationed in North Omaha to prevent any more mobs from forming, the 
troops established a temporary base in North Omaha at 24th and Lake Street to prevent 
any further murders of Black citizens. Orders were issued stating any citizen with a gun 
faced immediate arrest. All African Americans were ordered to remain indoors and 
within the boundaries of the Near North Side neighborhood. 

 2102 Binney Street was designed by Everett S. Dodds and built in this year. Located in 
the Kountze Place neighborhood, it features an eccentric design including a Prairie style 
roofline, a foursquare layout and some Italianate flourishes. 

 The Omaha NAACP organized a rally in protest of over 600 people against the racist 
reporting of the Omaha Bee. Afterward, Will Brown was buried in an unmarked grave at 
Potter Field until 2009, when a Californian learned of his fate and donated a gravestone.  

 Fort Omaha was declared surplus property and abandoned, and all balloon operations 
were moved away by 1921. 

 The Allas Apartments at 1609 Binney Street were designed by Charles W. Rosenberry by 
mixing the Neo-Classical Revival and Craftsman styles. Located in the Kountze Place 
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neighborhood, the building was designated an Omaha Landmark in 2015 and listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2016. 

 W.E.B. DuBois spoke at the Omaha Civic Auditorium with Mayor Edward Smith in 
attendance.  

 Blessed Sacrament Catholic Parish opened at 6316 North 30th Street starting this year. 
Located in the Belvedere neighborhood, the first church on the site was a wooden 
building that served as the chapel at Fort Omaha. Jacob Maag worked on the first 
permanent church building in the 1920s. In the 1920s, they opened a school and in 
1941, they bought the mansion at 6141 Florence Boulevard as a rectory. It was sold in 
the 1990s. Blessed Sacrament was merged with Saint Phillip Neri Parish in 2011. The 
present school building was designed by John Latenser and constructed in 1951, and 
closed in 2014. A private school called Nelson Mandela Elementary School opened in 
the building in 2015, and currently operates there. 

 The Columbia Hall at 2420 Lake Street was built this year. Home to the Omaha Colored 
Commercial Club and other social activities, in 1929 it became the Elks Club when the 
Iroquois Lodge 92 of the Black Elks started meeting there. In 2016, it was listed as part 
of the 24th and Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 Constructed in 1919, the Saint Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
were at 5314 North 14th Avenue. Located in the Sherman neighborhood, it was closed 
in 2013. 

 William Monroe Trotter, editor of the radical Boston Guardian and a nationally known 
Afrocentrist, spoke at Zion Baptist Church. 

 Alfonza Davis was born in North Omaha on November 23rd of this year. A graduate of 
Tech High and Omaha University, he became a Tuskegee Airman, and was the first 
African American aviator from Omaha to be awarded his flying wings. He also received 
the Purple Heart, Distinguished Flying Cross and a Distinguished Unit Citation. He was 
shot down over Italy and presumed dead on July 30, 1945. 
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1920s 
1920s  First wave of white flight from the Near North Side and Long School neighborhoods 

happens this year. It followed a white mob attacking the area in 1919, with whites 
moving out of the area en masse. Other affected neighborhoods included the Highland 
and Prospect Hill neighborhoods. Their sudden and thorough departures began the 
widespread decrease in home and land values in North Omaha, as well as the 
decimation of economic, educational and cultural opportunities for people in the 
community. 

 Restrictive covenants begin keeping African Americans in the Near North Side and 
Long School neighborhoods.  

 The National Federation of Colored Women had five chapters in North Omaha with 
more than 750 members. 

 Duffy Drug Store opened at 2424 N. 24th Street. It operated there until 1969, when the 
drug store closed. The Northway Sportsman and Civic Club was there through 1971, 
and the building was demolished after that. Family Housing Advisory Services was built 
on this site in 2004. 

1920  A newspaper called the New Era was established this year. Started in North Omaha, it 
was published until 1926 by George Wells Parker.  

 Harrison Pinkett works with others to form the Colored Commercial Club to help 
African Americans in Omaha secure employment and to encourage business enterprises 
among African Americans. 

 A Missouri River flood broke the Florence Lake levee near present-day John J. Pershing 
Drive by the airport. 

 Parkside Baptist Church was founded this year in an old streetcar. Located at North 
30th and Newport Avenue, it was in between the Florence Field neighborhood and the 
present-day Minne Lusa Historic District. In 1924, a new brick church was built. 

 The original Church of God in Christ (COGIC) in Nebraska was built this year at 2318 
North 26th Street. Located in the Long School neighborhood, the church was named in 
honor of Lizzie Robinson after it was rebuilt in 1949, and the site was designated an 
Omaha Landmark in 1992.  

 The Baptist minister Earl Little founded the Omaha chapter of Marcus Garvey’s 
Universal Negro Improvement Association.  

 The Colored Commercial Club organized to help Black people secure employment and 
to encourage business enterprises among African Americans in Omaha. 

 The North Omaha Activities Association started meeting in the Saratoga neighborhood. 
Their initial calls were to established a high school in the northern part of the city, 
challenge the new technical high school, and promote the business and industrial 
development in the Saratoga neighborhood. They updated the University of Omaha 
Saratoga Science Hall to established the Saratoga Football Field, including bleachers, 



North Omaha History Timeline 
 

73 of 110   Adam Fletcher Sasse 

lighting and more. They also held carnivals and other special events, and sponsored a 
variety of charities. In the 1930s, it was replaced by the North Omaha Activities Club. 
That had ended by the 1970s. 

 Saints of Salvation Ministries occupies a building constructed this year. It continues 
currently, and is located at 3021 Vane Street. 

 The Elks Hall at 2640 Lake Street was built. It was designed by notable North Omaha 
architect Joseph P. Guth, and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
2016. 

 The Florence Building at 8702 North 30th Street was designed by Leo A. Daly and built 
this year. The first Florence Branch of the Omaha Public Library was opened here in 
1923 and remained through 1976. The Universal College of Healing Arts opened here in 
1995. 

 White Rose Gas Station at 2323 North 24th Street was built around 1920. Part of the 
National Refining Company, in the 1950s the station sold Mobil gas. The United Cab 
Company was there from the 1970s through the 90s. Currently, there’s a car repair 
garage there. 

 The Community Baptist Church was opened this year. Located in the Florence 
neighborhood at 8019 North 31st Street, the congregation closed in the 1990s. In 1998, 
the Saints of Salvation Ministries opened the Promised Land Worship Center there, 
where it currently operates. 

 Ralph Orduna was born August 17th of this year. After graduating high school, he 
joined the Tuskegee Arimen and fought in WWII. Despite earning his commercial 
pilot's license after the war, he wasn't allowed to fly because of racist practices among 
commercial airlines. He died on May 27, 2003. 

 Harrison "Harry" Tull was born this year. After growing up in North Omaha and 
serving in WWII as a Tuskegee Airman, he earned the rank of Colonel before he retired 
from the Air Force. Afterwards, he became a teacher and counselor with Omaha Public 
Schools at Monroe Junior High. He died in 2009. Tull Road at Offutt Air Force Base 
was named in his memory. 

1921  The North Omaha Branch of the Omaha Public Library was established in the former 
Trinity Lutheran Church building at North 25th and Ames Avenue in 1921. In 1931, it 
was moved to 2868 Ames Avenue. In 1972, the library was rebuilt, and in 1986 it was 
renamed for local activist and community educator Charles B. Washington. A major 
renovation and expansion of Washington Branch was completed in March of 2006. 

 The Carberry Apartments at 303 North 40th Street were built in this year and are now 
included on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Ku Klux Klan reports its first chapter in Nebraska being formed in Omaha. 

 Minne Lusa School was opened at 2728 Ida Street when the former building of the Fort 
Street Special School for Incorrigible Boys was moved here. It was replaced in 1922, and 
has been continuously added to since then. 
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 On April 26th Preston Love, Sr. was born and afterwards, raised in North Omaha, was 
a renowned alto saxophonist, bandleader and songwriter. He was also a writer who 
chronicled North Omaha’s musical history extensively. Love died on February 12, 2004. 
Loves Jazz and Arts Center was opened in 2005 in his honor, and he was inducted into 
the Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame posthumously. 

 The Omaha and Council Bluffs Colored Ministerial Alliance demanded Tom 
Dennison’s several cabarets in the Sporting District “wherein there is unwarranted 
mingling of the races” be closed indefinitely. 

 Harrison Pinkett hired George Wells Parker to be editor of a new African American 
newspaper called The New Era. 

 Holy Name High School was built in this year at 2901 Fontenelle Boulevard by John 
Latenser and Sons. 

 The Flack House at 322 North 38th Street was built in this year and was listed as part of 
the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 The Barmettler Mansion at 622 North 38th Street was built in this year and was listed as 
part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997. 

 Harrison Pinkett launches an African American newspaper in North Omaha called The 
New Era. 

 July 31th is the birthdate of Whitney Moore Young, Jr. He was a highly influential 
national leader in the Civil Rights Movement. Young died March 11, 1971. 

1922  Salem Baptist Church was founded at North 26th and Franklin Streets. A new church 
was built at 2741 Decatur Street in 1936, and in 1971 the church moved to 3336 Lake 
Street. In 2000, the congregation built a new church at 3131 Lake Street on the site of 
the former Hilltop Public Housing Project. 

 Count Wilkinson takes control of The New Era. It ends in 1926.  

 Parker left The New Era and created a new paper called The Omaha Whip. Parker accused 
Pinkett of associating with the Omaha’s Ku Klux Klan and calling on Omahans to 
support Mayor James C. Dahlman and the rest of Dennison’s machine. The Omaha Whip 
ends publication the same year. 

 Shirby Apartments at 3320 California Street It was designed by notable North Omaha 
architect Joseph P. Guth. 

 The Northside A.M.E. mission started meeting at 2513 North 28th Avenue. It was soon 
renamed Bethel A.M.E. Church, and in 1925, the congregation bought the former First 
United Evangelical Church building at 2428 Franklin Street in 1921. Built in the Near 
North Side neighborhood in 1898, the church stands currently. 

 North High School was opened this year at 36th Street and Ames, and still functions 
currently as a magnet school for the district. 
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 Rowhouse at 3601-03 Davenport Street It was designed by notable North Omaha 
architect Joseph P. Guth. 

 Centenary Methodist Episcopal Church was established this year. The church was built 
at 4732 Erskine Street. In 1930, the congregation merged with several others. Their 
original building continues standing as a private residence, while their new congregation, 
Saint Paul United Methodist Church continues serving. 

 The Wilves House at 3518 Hawthorne Avenue was built this year. Designed by 
Frederick Henninger in the Tudor Revival style, with was built by H. Flesher. It was 
designated the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District and listed as an official Omaha 
Landmark in 1980. 

1923  John Williams, W. W. Peebles and Harrison Pinkett protest against the Omaha World-
Herald publishing remarks of KKK imperial wizard Hiram Wesley Evans. 

 The third high school in Omaha, Technical High School, was opened. 

 Charles B. Washington was born on December 1st. A journalist for the Omaha Star, he 
worked for the City of Omaha and was a civil rights activist as well. He died on April 28, 
1986. The Charles B. Washington Branch of the Omaha Public Library was named in 
his honor. 

 The Edward Morseman, Jr. House, also known as the Omaha Women’s Club Mansion 
at 518 S. 38th Street was built in this year and is now included on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

 The Omaha Star Building was designed by George Prinz in the Commercial Vernacular 
style and built at 2216 North 24th Street as a mortuary in 1914. It became home to the 
Omaha Star in 1938, and continues to serve that purpose. It was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2008. 

 The Jewell Building at 2221 North 24th Street was designed by Frederick A. Henninger 
in a Commercial Vernacular style and built in this year. In more than 20 years, dozens of 
big name performers played at the Dreamland Ballroom on the second floor. It was 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1983 and designated an Omaha 
Landmark in 1982. 

 The former Technical High School was built at 3215 Cuming Street during this year. 
After it was closed in 1984, it became the Teacher Administration Center of Omaha 
Public Schools. The auditorium serves as a public performance space, and there are 750 
students right now who attend classes in the building daily.  It was designed by Fred W. 
Clarke and Edwin B. Clarke. 

 This is the birth year of Helen Jones Woods, born and raised in North Omaha. She was 
a jazz and swing trombone player, and is the mother of Cathy Hughes. She was inducted 
into the Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame. 

 The Victoria Theater opened at 5303 North 24th Street this year, and became the 
Victoria International Theater in 1931. It closed in 1938. 
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1924  Opened this year, North High School is located at 4410 North 36th Street. It was 
originally designed by John Latenser and Sons and more recently added onto by RDG 
Planning and Design. 

 The Bretnor Court apartment building was built in this year at 2536 North 16th Street. 
It was designed by Charles W. Rosenberry in the Garden City style in a “U” shape 
around a courtyard, and built by the Traver Brothers Company. 

 The apartments at 3709-11 North 24th Streets were built. The was designed by notable 
North Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth. 

 The Martin House at 4811 Florence Boulevard was designed and built in the Colonial 
Revival style this year. Originally owned by popular housing developer Charles Martin, 
it's lot also has a stable from the late 1800s. 

 The Florence Masonic Temple was designed in the Commercial Vernacular style and 
built this year at 2924 Mormon Street. It continues standing currently. 

 The house at 3924 Florence Boulevard was built. It was designed by notable North 
Omaha architect Joseph P. Guth. It continues standing currently. 

 Belvedere School first opened this year. Major renovations took place in 1946, 1950 and 
1957. There was a total renovation and addition completed in 2002.  

 The house at 5405 Nicholas Street was built. It was designed by notable North Omaha 
architect Joseph P. Guth. It continues standing currently. 

 The store at 6604 North 30th Street opened as a Piggly Wiggly Grocery Store on April 
24th of this year. By 1938, the store was called a Safeway. By 1945 it was a Save More 
Super Market, and by 1950 it was Minne Lusa Hardware. They closed in 1976. North 
Side Drug was located next door. It opened in the 1920s and closed in 1969, becoming 
Dall Drugs, which stayed into the 1980s. Four Aces Pawn Shop was opened in the 
location at some point afterwards. 

 Robert Holts was born this year. After graduating from Central High School, in 1942 he 
became a Tuskegee Airman. He flew in WWII, and was discharged in 1946. Currently, 
he is the last living Tuskegee Airman in Nebraska. 

1925 Malcolm Little was born in Omaha. Later he took the name Malcolm X and became a 
national and international advocate for civil rights and human rights. 

 The house at 3448 Pinkney Street became the Malcolm X Birth Site in this year. 
Demolished in the 1970s, the site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1984. 

 During this year, the City of Omaha acquired 200 acres east of Carter Lake for use as an 
addition to the Levi Carter Park. Almost immediately, air planes start using a field. After 
a lawsuit tried to prevent it, the city declared the area as the new Municipal Airport and 
hangars were built by 1927. In 1960, the airport was renamed Eppley Airfield in honor 
of a $1,000,000 donation by Eppley Airfield. In 2015, Omaha was the 60th most busy 
airport in the United States.  
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 The Nottingham Apartments at 3304 Burt Street were designed in the Tudor Revival 
style and built in 1925. They were added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
2013. 

 Bertha Calloway of North Omaha. An African-American community activist and 
historian, she was founder of the Negro History Society and the Great Plains Black 
History Museum. 

 May 19th is the birthdate of Malcolm X. He was born Malcolm Little in North Omaha 
and was later also known as el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz, and was an African-American 
Muslim minister and human rights activist. He was assassinated on February 21, 1965. 

 The North Star Theatre at 2413 Ames Avenue opened this year. It operated until 
1949, then became the Ames Theatre. It closed in the 1960s. 

 Hippodrome Theatre was opened at 2514 Cuming Street. It was open for a year before 
being renamed the Capitol, and stayed open until 1928. 

 The Benson Baptist Church was built at 6319 Maple Street this year. Frederick A. 
Henninger designed it.  

 Charles Lane was born on June 2nd of this year. After he was a Tuskegee airman in 
WWII, he became a lieutenant colonel who was stationed at Offutt and retired from the 
Air Force. He then became an anti-poverty program director in the nonprofit Greater 
Omaha Community Action (GOCA) in North Omaha and a leader in the Civil Air 
Patrol. He died in 2013. 

1926  Beacon Theatre was opened at 2910 Ames Avenue this year. It was open until 1966. 

 Notre Dame Academy opened in 1926 at 3501 State Street. Originally designed by 
Matthew Lahr and Carl Stangel in the Italian Renaissance Revival style, the academy was 
a girls’ high school until 1974. It merged with Rummel High School to become Roncalli 
High School. Rummel was at the site of present-day Roncalli, which is 6401 Sorensen 
Parkway in North Omaha. The Notre Dame Apartments were opened at the former 
academy in the 1990s. The building was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1998 and named an Omaha Landmark in 1998.  

 Corby Theatre was opened at 2805 North 16th Street. Located in the 16th and Locust 
commercial district, it was designed in the Moorish Revival style. Since the Corby closed 
in the early 1960s, the building has been storage. It currently stands. 

 After being born in Omaha in 1925, Malcolm X’s family was forced to move from their 
home in North Omaha when the Ku Klux Klan terrorized their house and threatened 
Earl Little and his family’s safety. 

 The second District 61 schoolhouse was originally built in the Town of East Omaha. In 
1926, the third District 61 school was built and named Pershing School near Eppley 
Airfield at North 28th Avenue East and Perkins Street. In 1958, District 61 into Omaha 
Public Schools. The school was closed in 1976, and students still in the area went to 
Sherman Elementary. 

 This was the year Dorothy E. Williams became the first African American graduate of 
the University of Omaha, which was founded two decades earlier. 
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 Belvedere Point is at approximately 3275 Belvedere Boulevard. It was established by the 
City of Omaha around this year. This is the highest location in Omaha, reaching 1,500 
feet above sea level. It might have been a location where Lewis and Clark looked out 
over the Missouri River Valley. 

 Dr. John Andrew Singleton, an African American dentist and civil rights activist, was 
elected to represent North Omaha in the Nebraska Legislature. He served from 1926 to 
1928. 

 Located at 2310 North 24th Street, the Joe Lewis Mortuary was designed by Charles W. 
Rosenberry. It was included on the National Register of Historic Places in 2016. 

 Monroe Elementary School opened west of Benson. In 1956 its re-opened as a junior 
high school, and in 1989 it became a middle school. In 1997 it undergoes a major 
renovation.   

 The Hillside Presbyterian Church was formed. In 1926, it moved into 2513 North 30th 
and Ohio Streets in the former Hillside Congregational Church. The building burnt 
down in 1947, and they built a new church at North 28th and Miami in 1950. 

 The Shaare Zion Synagogue was established, and was called the “Riekes Shul” for its 
benefactors. It was originally located at 1821 North 20th Street; then moved to 1552 N. 
19th Street; then to 1522 Douglas Street.  

 Herman J. Ford, C. C. Galloway and B. V. Galloway launch an African American 
newspaper in North Omaha called Omaha Guide this year. It ends in 1958. 

 The Joseph D. Lewis Mortuary at 2310 North 24th Street was built around 1926. An 
African-American, Lewis stayed there until the middle of the 1940s. In the late 1940s, 
Webster Young and beauty shop owner William King moved in, and by the late 1950s 
the building was converted to apartments. It has been home to many North Omaha 
residents since then. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and Lake Historic District 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 Dr. Claude Organ, Jr. was born this year. He was a nationally renowned surgeon and 
medical educator who received his medical degree at Creighton University. In 1971, he 
became the first African American to chair a department of surgery at a predominantly 
white medical school at Creighton. Dr. Organ became the second African American 
President of the American College of Surgeons in 2003. He died in 2005. 

1918  The Holy Name Church and School were built this year at 2907 Fontenelle Boulevard. 
In 1927, additional work on the buildings was done by Edward J. Sessinghaus.  

 The largest African American newspaper west of the Missouri River for a period of time 
was the Omaha Guide, was established this year by B. V. and C. C. Galloway in North 
Omaha. The paper had a circulation of over twenty-five thousand and an advertisers’ list 
including business firms from coast to coast. 

1920 The Miller Park Presbyterian congregation was established this year. In 1925, Noel 
Stanley Wallace designed a church at 3020 Huntington Avenue and it was built. The 
congregation folded in the 2000s, and today the church is operated by Jehovah 
Shammah Church International. 
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 The original North Side YMCA opened this year. It was located in the Near North Side 
neighborhood at 2306 North 22nd Street. It was merged with the Near North Side 
YMCA when it opened in 1945. 

1924 Belvedere School opened this year, and has been added onto almost a half-dozen times 
since. It has operated continually since then. 

1926 Monroe School was built this yearat 5106 Bedford Avenue. It was Omaha’s first junior 
high school. 

 Built in this year, the fourth Saratoga School building was designed by Frederick S. Stott 
and built at 2504 Meredith Avenue. The school was established in 1867. The fourth 
building currently stands and is still used. 

1927 The Omaha chapter of the Urban League was formed. Omaha’s Urban League was the 
first chapter in the western United States in Omaha. When Whitney Young was 
president, the local chapter had more than 1,500 members. 

 Born on July 10th, North Omahan Luigi Waites was a nationally recognized jazz 
drummer and vibraphonist who also taught music. He was inducted into the Omaha 
Black Music Hall of Fame. He died April 6, 2010.  

 African American attorney Harrison Pinkett survives an attack by a man with a gun who 
was screaming against Pinkett’s anti-gambling efforts in Omaha.  

 Saint Cecilia’s Convent at 3841 Webster Street was built in this year. Designed in the 
Second Spanish Revival style, the convent was included on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1979. 

 The Fontenelle Dance Pavilion was designed in the Tudor Revival style by Leo A. Daly 
Company and built this year. It continues standing today. 

1928  The Langdon House at 503 North 38th Street was built in this year and was listed as 
part of the Gold Coast Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997. 

 Dr. Aaron Manasses McMillan was elected to represent North Omaha in the Nebraska 
Legislature, and served from 1928 to 1929. He was the only African American member 
during this time. 

 Omaha’s only officially segregated school was Saint Benedict’s Catholic School, rebuilt 
this year at 2421 Grant Street. The school closed by 1968. In 1989, the building was 
reopened as the Bryant Resource Center, including a Head Start program and senior 
center. 

 Founded this year, Ames Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church opened a new church at 
4023 Ames the next year. The building became home to the Trinity Hope Tabernacle in 
1975, and is now home to the Freestone Baptist Church. 

 The East Side Presbyterian Church opened this year in the Town of East Omaha at 
2304 Avenue K. The Educational Building was completed in 1961. The church closed in 
1985. 



North Omaha History Timeline 
 

80 of 110   Adam Fletcher Sasse 

1929  The Apartments at 2514 North 16th Street were designed by Richard Everett in the 
Neo-Classical Revival style and built this year. It was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2010. 

 The Paradise Baptist was founded before this year at 1811 North 23rd Street. In 1958, it 
moved to 2124 Lothrop Street. Over the years, the congregation has been involved in 
many social and civil rights campaigns. 

 The Harry Buford House was built this year at 1804 North 30th Street in mixed Tudor 
Revival and Craftsman styles. Its notable because Buford broke the strict racial barrier 
segregating whites and African Americans by North 30th Street. Was designated an 
Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 The Henry B. Neef House at 2884 Iowa Street was designed in the Tudor Revival style 
by Bilger Kvenild and built this year. Neef was the president of a steel company, and his 
house was the first one in Omaha made with a steel frame. It was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2010. 

 This is the birth year of Lowen Kruse, a United Methodist minister who represented 
North Omaha in the Nebraska Legislature from 2001 to 2009. 

 The Minne Lusa Theater opened at 6714-6720 North 30th Street this year. It operated 
until 1958. Currently it is home to Heartland Family Service. 
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1930s 
1930s  Midwestern territorial band Cotton Club Boys were formed in North Omaha. 

 In the 1930s and 1940s African Americans were part of successful interracial organizing 
teams in Omaha's meatpacking industry. 

 Redlining and race restrictive covenants become popular and widespread throughout 
North Omaha. 

1930  Dodge Park was established at 11001 J. J. Pershing Drive this year. It offers fishing, 
water skiing and boating on the Missouri River, as well as hiking, baseball fields, soccer 
fields, horseshoe pits, tennis courts, a cricket field, a picnic area, pavilions, historical 
monuments and a campground. Lewis and Clark likely camped within the present-day 
park’s boundaries in 1804. It was included in the Omaha Park and Boulevard System 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 John Butler was born this year. A longtime civil rights activist in Omaha, he was 
founder of Omaha's Omega Psi Phi fraternity in 1949, and president of the Omaha 
NAACP chapter in the 1960s and 1970s. He continues giving presentations on the civil 
rights movement. 

 Philadelphia Baptist Church was formed this year. In 1961, the congregation bought the 
former Hartford Memorial United Brethren Church at 1823 Lothrop Street, which 
dissolved that year. Renamed Rising Star Baptist by 1963, it operates currently. 

 Hummel Park was established at 11808 J. J. Pershing Drive this year. At over 200 acres, 
it includes historical markers for Fort Lisa and Cabànne’s Post, as well as a summer 
camp, nature center and picnic shelters. It was included in the Omaha Park and 
Boulevard System listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 A clandestine group started called the Knights and Daughters of Tabor in Omaha. Also 
known as the Knights of Liberty, it was a secret nationwide African-American 
organization whose goal was “nothing less than the destruction of slavery.” 

 Two men placed an iron cross covered with oil-soaked burlap and set it on fire on the 
lawn of African American community leader, dentist and politician John Singleton. John 
was away, but his wife and niece were there. His father, Millard Singleton, also a 
community leader, arrived shortly and tore down the cross in front of a large crowd. 

 The Harrison School was opened at 5304 Hamilton Street. 

 Hope Lutheran Church was opened in the 1920s as a Black Lutheran church. In 1946, 
congregation bought the former Pella Lutheran church at 2723 North 30th Street in the 
Omaha View neighborhood, and continues there currently. 

 Saint Paul United Methodist Church was established this year at 5410 Corby Street. It 
was formed from the merger of four Methodist Episcopal churches: Walnut Hill 
Methodist, 18th Street Methodist, Benson Methodist and Centenary Methodist were 
also eventually merged. In 1933, the first building in their complex was completed. They 
continue currently. 
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1931  Johnny Owen was elected to the Nebraska Legislature and served from 1932 to 1936. 
He was the only African American member during this time. 

 Krug Park, an amusement park in the Benson neighborhood, was home to the worst 
roller coaster disaster in America in July of this year. A car left the tracks and killed four 
people, injuring another 17 others. 

 The Ritz Theatre opened this year at 2043 North 24th Street. It closed in the 1960s. 

 Benson Park, located in the Benson neighborhood at North 70th and Military Avenue, 
was established this year. This 200-acre park includes a playground, football and soccer 
fields, horseshoe pits, basketball and tennis courts, fishing, walking paths, indoor ice 
rink, lagoon and a pavilion. 

1932 Built at Middle Road and North 30th Street, the Fort Omaha Shiverick Gate stands 
today. It is on the Metro Community College campus. It was included as part of the 
Fort Omaha Historic District that was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1979. 

1933 "King" Richard Gardner was born this year. He was a prominent jazz guitarist in 
Omaha from the 1950s onwards, and a member of the Omaha Black Music Hall of 
Fame. He died January 26, 2016. 

1934 Originally built this year as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Omaha 
Chapel, the Second Advent Christian Church moved into 5960 North 30th Street in 
1950. It continues operating there. 

 Thomas Mahammitt became the first African American to be awarded the “Silver 
Beaver Award” by the Boy Scouts of America. Later in the year, Mahammitt was voted 
Omaha's “most distinguished Negro citizen” for his civic activities. 

 John Adams, Jr. was elected as North Omaha’s senator in the Nebraska Legislature. He 
served from 1935 to 1941. He was the only African American member during this time. 

 Renowned bandleader Nat Towles takes up residence in North Omaha. 

 During this year the Vennelyst Park was opened by a fraternal group called the Danish 
Venneforening. On July 4th, it premiers as a picnic spot with a massive dance floor and 
a crowd of 20,000 people. Its located at 9100 North 31st Street and still operates today. 

1935  Johnny Owens was called the honorary “Negro Mayor of Omaha” after serving in the 
Nebraska Legislature. 

 The US Army’s 7th Corps Area Headquarters was established at Fort Omaha. 

 The storefront addition at 3515 North 24th Street was designed by Edward J. 
Sessinghaus in the Tudor Revival style. 

 Born on November 9th in North Omaha and raised there afterwards, Bob Gibson is a 
retired professional baseball pitcher who played 17 seasons in Major League Baseball. 
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 The Phillips 66 Gas Station at 5723 North 24th was built this year. Designed in the 
Cotswold Cottage style, when it was new it was painted dark green with orange and blue 
trim. The building still stands today. 

 The Belvedere Community Club was formed this year. They addressed issues like 
transportation, community building, social activities and more have been the topic of 
this club. It ended in the 1970s. 

1936  This is the birth year of Father Ken Vavrina, a Roman Catholic priest and activist in 
North Omaha. 

 The Carter Lake Pavilion was built this year at 22 Carter Lake Shore Drive North. 
Originally called the Omaha Municipal Beach Bathhouse, it was built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps and renovated by the City of Omaha between 2014 and 2016. 

 Rodney Wead was born in Omaha this year. Dr. Wead is a longtime educator, nonprofit 
leader and advocate from North Omaha. He was community relations director for 
Catholic Social Action in North Omaha; the founding executive director of the United 
Methodist Community Centers; established a radio station, credit union, Nebraska's first 
black-owned radio station, and was involved in the startup of the Omaha Economic 
Development Corporation (OEDC). 

1937  Bob Boozer was born on April 26th of this year. He was raised in North Omaha and 
became an award winning star of the National Basketball Association and an Olympian. 
He died on May 19, 2012. 

 Ernie Chambers was born on July 10th and raised in North Omaha. In 1970, he became 
a member of the Nebraska Legislature from North Omaha and has remained such since, 
except for a forced hiatus due to term limits. Chambers graduated from Creighton 
University with a law degree, and worked as a barber since he was young. He was also 
instrumental in calming the toils of the 1960s in North Omaha, and led national 
campaigns against apartheid, state drives against the death penalty, and local efforts to 
support racial equity in public schools. The Ernie Chambers Court apartments are 
named in his honor. 

 Beverly Wead Blackburn Jones was born this year. A longtime North Omaha youth 
worker, educator and champion, she was widely recognized for establishing the John F. 
Kennedy Community Center near 24th and Ames Avenue. She died in 1973. 

1938  The Evangelical Covenant Hospital goes out of business this year. They sold their 
building at North 24th and Pratt Streets to the Salvation Army to be used for the Booth 
Memorial Hospital. 

 The Logan Fontenelle Public Housing Projects were built at 20th and Paul Streets this 
year. They were originally called the North Side Housing Projects. Initially half the size 
needed, in 1939, the federal government added a segregated section to accommodate 
unanticipated need within the city’s African American population. By 1965, the entire 
population was African American. In the 1970s, the projects were given the nickname 
“Little Vietnam.” In the 1990s, drug use and gang violence decimated Logan Fontenelle, 
and the Omaha Housing Authority received federal permission to demolish them in 
1996. 

 The University of Omaha moved away from North Omaha this year. 
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1938  The Omaha Star, currently the only African American newspaper in Nebraska, was 
founded at 2216 North 24th Street. Along with her then-husband S. E. Gilbert, Mildred 
Brown launches the Omaha Star, likely becoming the first woman, and definitely the first 
African-American woman, to found a newspaper in the U.S. She continued the paper 
for 50 years on her own for the rest of her life.   

1939  Fort Theatre was opened at 5303 North 24th Street this year. It stayed open until 1945. 

 From 1939 until his death in 1960, Eugene McGill operated McGill’s Blue Room, which 
featured name jazz acts and jam sessions. Lion Products, an agricultural implement 
dealer, occupied its location from the 1940s to about 1970. The earliest tenant may have 
been Crosby & Smith, an auto repair garage. 
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1940s 
1941  The John J. Pershing Drive and Monument at 8200 John J. Pershing Drive were 

dedicated this year. The drive runs south-north from Abbott Drive at North 16th Street 
past Florence under the Mormon Bridge past Dodge and Hummel parks, and ends at 
Ponca Road. The drive was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2013. 

 Cleaves Temple Colored Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church acquired the former 
Norwegian-Danish Methodist Episcopal Church. Located at 2431 Decatur Street, the 
Cleaves congregation continues there currently. 

  United States enters WWII, and the US Army’s 7th Service Command used Fort Omaha 
as a support facility. The war ends in 1945. 

1942  Alfonza W. Davis from Omaha fights in the segregated unit known as the Tuskegee 
Airmen. He was presumed KIA when his aircraft disappeared in 1944. Davis Middle 
School is named in his memory. 

1943  May 30th is the birthdate of Gale Sayers, who was raised in North Omaha. He was a 
standout college football player and a former National Football League player for seven 
seasons. 

 June 26th is the birthdate of John Beasley, born and raised in North Omaha. He is an 
actor on stage and television. 

 This is the estimated birth year of Preston Love, Jr. Born and raised in North Omaha, 
his father was famous jazzman Preston Love. In the 1960s, Preston Jr. was a star 
football player at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. In the 1970s, he was the 
presidential campaign manager for Reverend Jesse Jackson, and in the 1980s he became 
the first executive director of the National Rainbow Coalition. He also worked for 
Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young and Chicago Mayor Harold Washington. 

1944  November 1 was the birthdate of Ed Poindexter, who was born and raised in North 
Omaha. He was a civil rights activist born who was incarcerated for life as retribution. 

 The Carver Savings and Loan was built at 2416 Lake Street Opened as Omaha’s only 
African American owned bank, the Carver Savings and Loan Association building was 
rehabilitated by the Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts in 2012. 

 The Army interred Italian prisoners at Fort Omaha from this year through 1946. They 
worked in understaffed factories and in farms throughout the area. 

 Rev. J. C. Wade began pastoring at Salem Baptist Church this year. For the next 40 
years, he led the church. Building a massive congregation and securing beautiful new 
facilities for the church, he was highly active throughout the community and was 
recognized nationally for his efforts. He was also involved in the national NAACP and 
national Baptist activities. He died on August 30, 1999. 

1945  The second Near North Side YMCA, built for the neighborhood’s African American 
population, opened. In 1951, a new facility was built at 2311 North 22nd Street. The 
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YMCA moved to Ames Avenue in 1993, and in 1995 the Jesuit Academy opened in 
their former building.  

 Born this year, Lester Abrams, born and raised in North Omaha, is a singer, songwriter, 
musician and producer who has played with several major artists. He is a member of the 
Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame. 

1946 Under the leadership of Dr. Harry A. Burke, racism was used to formally segregate 
Omaha Public Schools. Burke reportedly once said, “as long as he was superintendent, 
there would not be a black educator in the school system, other than the two schools 
that served the black community,” because Burke opposed having black teachers 
“where white children would see a black person in a role of prominence or authority.” 
His role ended in 1964. 

 Fort Omaha was declared surplus property and abandoned. 

 The North Omaha YMCA opened at 6330 North 30th Street this year. The original 
building was a repurposed storefront. In 1958, it was demolished and replaced with 
another building, which in turn was demolished in 2011 after the YMCA moved out in 
the 1990s and opened a different facility on Ames Avenue. 

 The Frontier Bag Company starts, and continues to operate at 2420 Grant Street today. 

 The garage at 2526 Lake Street was built. In 2016, it was listed as part of the 24th and 
Lake Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 

1947 Dr. Eugene Skinner became Omaha’s first African American principal in Omaha this 
year at Long School. In 1965, he became the first African American principal of a junior 
high, and in 1968, the first African American administrator in Omaha. He became the 
city’s first African American assistant superintendent in 1969. 

 This is the birth year of Mondo we Langa, born David Rice. Born and raised in North 
Omaha, he was civil rights activist incarcerated as retribution. He died on March 11, 
2016. 

 Born on September 5th, Buddy Miles, born and raised in North Omaha, was a rock 
drummer, vocalist, composer, and producer. He was inducted into the Omaha Black 
Music Hall of Fame. He died on February 26, 2008. 

 The US Navy assumed control of Fort Omaha and designated it as a reserve training 
center, and then as a Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center. 

 Future business leader Cathy Hughes was born to Helen Jones Woods. 

 A group of students developed the DePorres Club. The club hosted a community center 
called the DePorres Center to meet the needs of low-income families. It eventually 
started branches in Denver and Kansas City. According to one historian, “Their goals 
and tactics foreshadowed the efforts of civil rights activists throughout the nation in the 
1960s.” 

1948  Dr. Aaron Manasses McMillan opened the People’s Hospital this year. Located on 
North 20th and Grace Streets, it closed it in 1953. 
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 At age 80, Thomas Mahammitt retired as scoutmaster of Troop 79 at Long School. 

 The Leo A. Daly Company designed several of the last buildings constructed at the 
Storz Brewery this year. They included the bottling plant, the heating building, and other 
smaller buildings. These are the last buildings standing on the site of the brewery 
currently. 

 The DePorres Club stages Omaha’s first sit-in at a restaurant in the Douglas County 
Courthouse in with 30 members joining. The restaurant commits to desegregation. 

 Mildred Brown invites the DePorres Club to meet at the offices of the Omaha Star after 
it was kicked off the Creighton University campus. 

 Marguerita Washington was born on August 16th. The niece of Mildred Brown, she was 
a lifelong educator in the Omaha Public Schools. She became publisher of the Omaha 
Star when Brown passed away in 1989. Dr. Washington died on February 13, 2016. 

 The United States Post Office Station “A” at 2205 North 24th Street opened this year. 
Currently, Salem Baptist Church uses the building as a food pantry. 

 Dr. Marguerita Washington was born on August 16th of this year. She was a lifelong 
educator with Omaha Public Schools, and in 1989, became the editor of the Omaha Star 
newspaper after her aunt, Mildred Brown, died. Dr. Washington died on February 13, 
2016. 

1949  The current Robinson Memorial Church of God in Christ at 2318 North 26th Street 
was built this year. It is on the site of the original COGIC in Nebraska. 

 The Omaha Urban League honors Thomas Mahammitt for his work on inter-racial co-
operation. 

 The Garden Home Apartments were built this year. Located along Florence Boulevard 
between Emmet and Spencer Streets in the Kountze Place neighborhood, the 
apartments were designed by Leo Dworak and built by Carl C. Wilson, Inc. There were 
originally 100 units there. In 1980, they were renovated and turned into the privately-
owned Horizon Townhomes. They continue standing today. 

 The Augustana Lutheran Church was designed by Noel Stanley Wallace at 3647 
Lafayette Avenue and built this year. Formed with members from the Immanuel 
Swedish Lutheran and the former Zion German Lutheran, WWII delayed their plans to 
construct a new church. After building it though, the church decided to become racially 
integrated. As part of the Bemis Park Landmark Heritage District, Augustana was 
designated an official Omaha Landmark in 1980. 

 John Adams, Sr. was elected as North Omaha’s representative to the Nebraska 
Legislature. He served from 1949 to 1962, and was the only African American member 
during this period. 

 McGill’s Blue Room opened this year at 2423 North 24th Street. Home to some of the 
greatest of Omaha’s jazz players, many greats played there through the years, too. The 
club was open through 1964. It became half of the namesake of the repurposed Blue 
Lion Center in 1981. 
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 The Immanuel Community Church was built this year. Located in the Highland 
neighborhood at 2761 Lake Street, it continues serving. 

 The Tabernacle Church of Christ Holiness opened this year. Located in the Near North 
Side neighborhood at 1521 North 21st Street, they took over the former synagogue of 
Beth Hamedrosh Adas Jeshuran. They moved to the Lake School neighborhood at 
North 25th and Seward by 1964, and closed in 1979. 
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1950s 
1950s  According to Preston Love Jr., signs saying, “We Don’t Serve Any Colored Race” 

appear in business windows throughout the city, including cafes, bars and clothing 
stores. 

1950  Johnny Owen became president of Omaha’s first Black housing cooperative with 
support from the Omaha Urban League and the Federal Housing Authority.  

 Elizabeth Davis Pittman, an attorney in North Omaha, became the first African 
American voted to the Omaha School Board. 

 Gallagher Park is located at 2936 North 52nd Street and was established this year. It is 
the historical home to the former Krug Park, where America’s worst roller coaster ride 
to that date happened in the 1930s. It has 18.8 acres and contains three ball fields, a 
playground, and a city swimming pool featuring a water slide, diving boards, and 
additional water play features. 

 Grace Young Park was established this year. Located at 6317 Military Avenue, it 
includes a playground, ball field and basketball court. 

 Hope School was a two-room Lutheran School opened this year by Hope Lutheran 
Church at 2720 Wirt Street. In addition to the classrooms, there was an office, private 
instruction room, an auditorium and recreation room. It was designed to serve 75 
students. The school closed in 1963, and was demolished with the construction of the 
North Freeway. 

 Whitney Young became the president of the Urban League in North Omaha. He served 
in that capacity for four years, launching employment programs, building membership 
and advocating for civil rights in Omaha. He became president of the National Urban 
League in 1961 and was instrumental in the national civil rights movement. 

 The Fair Deal Cafe opened at North 24th Street. In 1954, longtime owner Charlie Hall 
bought it. It was regarded as the “Black City Hall” until it closed in 2003. In 2016, it was 
rebuilt by the OEDC. 

 Saint John Missionary Baptist Church was opened at 3912 N. 16th Street. It closed in 
2012. 

 The Mount Olive Lutheran Church was opened this year at 7301 North 28th Avenue. 
Designed by Charles Shaver, today it still serves in the same location. 

 The Salvation Army Booth Memorial Hospital at N. 24th and Pratt Streets was 
demolished and replaced with a new building, which is still located there. 

 Allen’s Showcase Lounge at 2229 Lake Street was opened this year. Originally built in 
1933, Paul B. Allen, Sr. and his son Paul Allen, Jr. ran the Showcase Lounge here. Duke 
Ellington, the Ink Spots, Count Basie, Dionne Warwick, Buddy Miles, Fats Domino, 
Red Foxx, Sam Cooke, T-Bone Walker and James Brown all performed there. It closed 
in 1992. The Showcase Lounge was opened again in 1999, and now operated as My 
Place Lounge.  
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1951  The birthdate of Johnny Rodgers is July 5th, a standout college football player, as well as 
a player in the Canadian Football League and National Football League. 

 The Navy officially designates Fort Omaha the US Naval Personnel Center. 

 The apartment building at 5711 North 24 Street was constructed this year. It has a 
unique 6-car garage and apartment in the backyard. 

1952  The DePorres Club started the Omaha Bus Boycott, which lasted until 1954. Mildred 
Brown, a leader of the boycott, extolled readers of the Omaha Star to “Don’t ride 
Omaha’s buses or streetcars. If you must ride, protest by using 18 pennies.” Focusing 
on ending the Omaha and Council Bluffs Street Railway Company’s policy of not hiring 
Black drivers, the boycott was successful. 

 The Mormon Bridge Tollhouse was built next to the Mormon Bridge in 1952. When 
tolls were ended, the building was removed to 3010 Willit Street. 

 Beth Hamedrosh Adas Yeshurun merged with B’nai Jacob Anshe Sholom to form B’nai 
Jacob Adas Yeshurun, keeping the nickname “The Kapulier Shul.” 

 The 30th and Parker Street Projects, later renamed the Pleasantview Homes Public 
Housing Project, were opened this year. Designed by the Leo A. Daly Company, there 
were eventually 400 units here. They became de facto racially segregated in the 1960s. 
After receiving federal permission, the Omaha Housing Authority moved residents out 
and the majority of buildings were demolished by 2006. 

 The Hilltop Homes Public Housing Projects were opened this year. Designed by the 
Leo A. Daly Company, 200 units were located at North 30th and Lake Streets. They 
became de facto racially segregated in the 1960s. After receiving federal permission, the 
Omaha Housing Authority moved residents out and the majority of buildings were 
demolished by 2006. 

 The Spencer Homes Public Housing Projects at North 30th and Spencer Streets were 
opened on June 1st of this year. Located at 1920 North 30th Street and designed by the 
Leo A. Daly, they were originally 165 units here. The Spencer Street Projects continue 
standing currently. They became de facto racially segregated in the 1960s. In 1981, 57 
units were demolished to make room for the North Freeway, which was being expanded 
from Lake Street northward to Hartman Avenue. They were replaced with new units in 
1983.  

 Ben Gray was born this year. He worked for KETV for more than 30 years and has 
served on the Omaha City Council since 2009. 

1953  Goodwin’s Spencer Street Barbershop opened at 3116 North 24th Street this year. It 
was where young Ernie Chambers was a barber, and has continuously operated at the 
same address since it opened. Dan Goodwin continues operating the shop. 

 October 3rd is the birthdate of Brenda Council, born and raised in North Omaha, who 
was a labor lawyer. She served as a member of the Omaha City Council and a member 
of the Omaha School Board. She later became a member of the Nebraska Legislature. 

 Zesto’s was built and opened this year at 8608 North 30th Street. 
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1954  Born in this year was Dinah Abrahamson, an African American author and politician. 
She was an active Republican and a member of the Nebraska State Central Committee. 
Abrahamson and her family were most memorable for being one of few African 
American families associated with the Chabad Lubavitch movement. She died 
December 17, 2013. 

 The City of Omaha Fire Department was formally integrated. 

 Airport Drive-In Theatre was opened at near 11th and Locust. It closed in the 1970s. 

1955  Picketing and other protests were held at Peony Park after the amusement park refuses 
to allow black athletes to participate in a regional swim meet. A Nebraska Supreme 
Court trial finds the park guilty of violating the state’s desegregation laws and fines it 
$50. It remained de facto segregated against African Americans into the early 1960s. 

 This is the year Vivian Strong was born. Her murder by an Omaha policeman led to 
riots in North Omaha when she was killed on June 26, 1969. 

 Goodwin’s Spencer Street Barber Shop opened at 3116 North 24th Street in a building 
that housed a barbershop since at least the 1920s. It remained open by Dan Goodwin, 
Sr. since it opened, and his son operates it now. 

 Skeet’s BBQ Ribs and Chicken was opened at 2201 North 24th Street this year. It 
continues to operate. 

1956 The Dining Car Waiters Key Club was opened at 2311 North 24th Street this year. 
Currently it’s the location of Jesse’s Place, a bar opened in 2007. 

1957 Horace Mann Junior High was opened at 24th and Pratt this year. it was one of 
Omaha’s de facto segregated schools, where African American students are separated by 
race from the rest of the city’s schools. In 1988, Omaha Public Schools merged it with 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School, which originally opened in 1975 at North 
37th and Maple Streets. When they merged, it was renamed the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Science Center. After an extensive renovation in 2001, it was renamed the King Science 
and Technology Magnet Center. 

 Saint Paul Missionary Baptist Church was founded this year. Currently it is located at 
1809 North 23rd Street. 

 The Omaha Fire Department became formally integrated this year. While African 
American fire units had been active in North Omaha since 1906, they were strictly 
segregated with African American leadership, segregated sleeping quarters and strictly 
delineated fire fighting areas. 

1958  In 1958, the City of Omaha annexed the town of East Omaha again. Eppley Airfield 
eventually purchased many of the houses in the area, along with the school building 
after it was closed in 1976. Currently, there is only one house left in the original area of 
the town of East Omaha. 

 Salem Baptist Church hosted Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in a major speaking event 
in Omaha. 
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 A group of African American educators in Omaha Public Schools started a professional 
caucus called Concerned and Caring Educators, which continues to this day.  

 The McMillan Magnet Center was opened as McMillan Junior High at 3802 Redick 
Avenue. It was named after the first principal of North High. 

 Metoyer’s BBQ was opened this year at 2307 North 24th Street. It was built on the site 
of the Idlewild Pool Hall, where a lot of people were killed when that building was 
demolished by the 1913 Easter Sunday tornado. In 1931, the Tuxedo Billiards opened in 
a new building there, later moving to the Jewell Building in the 1940s. Metoyers closed 
in the 1980s. 

1959 Faith Baptist Church opened at 5123 North 15th Street, and continue operating there 
currently. 

 The building at 2302 North 24th Street was built this year. It was originally home to the 
Deluxe Shoe Repair Shop, run by Hardy Meeks. He was the city’s last African American 
shoe repairman. After, Sig N Archur’s was a soul food restaurant. Originally, this 
intersection was home to the Idlewild Hall with dances, gambling and more. The 1913 
Easter Sunday Tornado demolished and killed several inside. The new building housed a 
restaurant for many years. In 2016, the property was listed as part of the 24th and Lake 
Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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1960s 
1960s  The second wave of white flight from further North Omaha happens as whites begin to 

leave the area en masse ranging from the Kountze Place, Saratoga, Bedford Place, 
Monmouth Park and Miller Park neighborhoods. Their sudden and thorough departures 
from these neighborhoods continued the widespread decrease in home and land values 
throughout North Omaha, as well as the decimation of economic, educational and 
cultural opportunities for people living in the community. 

 Construction of the North Freeway begins. The origins of this project began in 1954, 
when Omaha businessmen proposed a highway to bring cattle from the new I-680 to 
the stockyards. Working with the federal and state government, the City of Omaha 
readily demolished more than 4,000 houses in the course of highway construction. 
Experiencing major losses in housing and major increases in crime, the entire 
community buckles on the pressure of construction. Churches, railroads, schools, and 
other important community elements were demolished, too. The North Freeway 
connects I-480 outside downtown Omaha to the Miller Park neighborhood. In 1975, a 
feasibility studied ruled out the possibility of extending the highway through the Miller 
Park, Minne Lusa and Florence neighborhoods due to political resistance.  

1960  Omaha’s public housing was formally desegregated. White people moved out of many 
public housing projects immediately, reinforcing strict de facto racial segregation that 
continued through the 1990s. 

1961  Edward Danner was elected to represent North Omaha in the Nebraska Legislature. 
Living and working in the Near North Side neighborhood, he served from 1961 to 
1970, and was the only African American member during this time period. 

 The Saint Richard’s Catholic parish was built this year at 4318 and 4320 Fort Street. 
Located in the Central Park neighborhood, it was designed by Stanley J. How in the 
Midcentury Modern style. While the neighborhood experienced white flight through the 
1990s, the parish experienced declining membership, and the school, convent and 
church closed in the 2000s. The entire facility was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2012, and the land is being redeveloped as a special housing effort. 

  Adams Park at 3121 Bedford Avenue was established this year. Located in the Malcolm 
X Memorial neighborhood, currently the park includes an indoor swim pool, 
playground, picnic area, an overlook, paths, restrooms, and open space. There are also 
baseball fields, tennis courts and an outdoor basketball complex with glass backboards, 
scoreboards and fan seating. 

1962  North Omaha community leader Bertha Calloway formed the Negro History Society 
this year. 

 This year, a 25-year-old Ernie Chambers picketed the Postmaster General’s speech in 
Omaha with a sign reading, “I spoke against discrimination in the Omaha Post Office 
and was fired.” Chambers reported being fired for insubordination because he spoke 
out against the management at the Post Office referring to the Black staff as “boys.” 
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 The Gene Eppley Boys Club was built this year at 2200 North 20th Street. Located in 
the Near North Side neighborhood, it was closed by 1998, and replaced with a 
nonprofit called the Hope Center for Kids. 

1963  The Citizens Civic Committee for Civil Liberties, or 4CL, was founded in the Near 
North Side neighborhood this year. The group rallied throughout the city to demand 
civil rights for all African Americans through picketing, stand-ins during city council 
meetings and other efforts. They set forth the formal agenda for Omaha’s civil rights 
movement, with three main goals to be achieved through state legislation: to ensure 
equal housing opportunities and equal job opportunities for African Americans, and to 
secure integrated schools through busing for all African American students. 

 Local youth activists with the NAACP were successful in bringing down the color 
barrier at Peony Park this year. the city’s main amusement park was strictly segregated 
into the 1950s, and de facto segregated afterward. Youth protesters picketed at the 
admission gates for several weeks, driving away entrants. The park ceased discriminating 
against youth of color at the end of the protest. 

 Civil rights demonstrations in Omaha led to the creation of the City of Omaha Human 
Rights Commission this year. This commission was regarded as a sham by many and as 
nothing more than a token gesture. Currently, the City of Omaha Human Rights and 
Relations Department fulfills and has expanded the original edict. According to their 
website, “this department is charged with civil rights enforcement, contract compliance 
and community relations/discrimination prevention. It is responsible for the 
investigation, elimination, and prevention of all forms of prohibited discrimination, 
including that based on race, creed, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, 
marital status, familial status, retaliation, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other 
form of discrimination proscribed by ordinance or resolution and one appointed 
council: the Economic Inclusion Council. Toward the goal of ensuring equal 
opportunity and treatment for all citizens of the city, the administrative division oversees 
the operation of the entire Department along with two appointed boards: the Human 
Rights and Relations Board and the Civil Rights Hearing Board.” 

 The Citizens Civic Committee for Civil Liberties, or 4CL, led by Black ministers, rallies 
to demand change civil rights for all African Americans in Omaha through picketing, 
stand-ins during city council meetings, and other efforts. 

 The Omaha Human Rights Commission was created, holding a rally of more than 
10,000 people later in the year. However, organizations such as 4CL were suspicious 
about the Commission, led by Omaha’s mayor, believing it was a stalling tactic. 

 The Black Association for Nationalism Through Unity (BANTU) was founded in 
Omaha to rally high school student activists towards action. 

 Local youth activists were successful in bringing down the color barrier at Peony Park, 
the city’s main amusement park, after protesting at the admission gates for several 
weeks. 

 39 businesses were demolished this year to make room for the Safeway store 
constructed at 2505 North 24th Street. Safeway closed in 1969. After several businesses 
were located there, the Omaha Small Business Network created a Business and 
Technology Center there in 1984. It continues to operate there currently. 
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1964 The John F. Kennedy Recreation Center opened at 4514 North 24th Street. Founded by 
Beverly Blackburn in 1964, the City of Omaha took control of this space the following 
year. However, they closed it down in 1969 after declaring the space dangerous. They 
bulldozed the building in the 1970s. 

 Edmae Swain became the first African American female principal in Omaha Public 
Schools this year. Born in 1924, she taught at Howard Kennedy and Long Schools. She 
was principal of Lake School. She retired after 44 years as an educator. When they 
moved in during the 2000s, she and her husband became the first Black residents of the 
Immanuel Village retirement community. 

 In 1964, Malcolm X spoke at the Elks Club, with the Omaha World-Herald reporting 
that he demonstrated “considerable tolerance toward other Negro rights groups.” He 
was assassinated less than a year later. 

1965  Born on July 8th, Joe Rogers, born and raised in North Omaha, was a politician who 
was the youngest Lieutenant Governor in Colorado history. He died on October 7, 
2013. 

 Nasr's Restaurant opened at 6553 Ames Avenue this year. It closed in the early 1980s, 
and the building became Cleopatra’s. That closed in the early 1990s. It has been a variety 
of businesses since, including clubs and restaurants. 

 November 9th is the birthday of Tanya Cook, a North Omaha representative in the 
Nebraska Legislature. 

 The North Freeway segment from California to Cuming Street was completed. 

1966  The National Guard quells two days of rioting in North Omaha in July. 

 The Black Panthers Party (BPP) starts operating in Omaha. They work with anti-poverty 
agencies, on a petition drive, operated a Freedom School for children, publish a 
newsletter and developed a breakfast program. Later it takes the name National 
Committee to Combat Fascism. 

 In July, riots begin near 24th and Lake during the heat of the summer with no 
recreational activities available to local young people. Riots, including throwing 
firebombs and demolishing storefronts, continue for three days until the Army National 
Guard was called to stop it. 

 In August, riots happen after police kill a 19-year-old African American who was 
reportedly burglarizing a house. 

 A Time for Burning was a documentary film released this year. Featuring a young Ernie 
Chambers speaking plainly about race and racism in Omaha, it was a documentary about 
Augustana Lutheran Church’s efforts and was nominated for an Oscar award. In 2005, 
the film was formally included in the National Film Registry of the United States Library 
of Congress. 

1967 The Power House Church of God in Christ opened this year. Originally founded at 
1623 Lothrop Street in the Kountze Place neighborhood, they moved to the former 
First Church of Nazarene at North 25th and Browne Streets in the Miller Park 
neighborhood. The continue to stay open there today. 
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1968 An integrated crowd protesting racist presidential candidate George Wallace’s speech 
downtown was dispersed by riot police. Fleeing crowds firebombed North Omaha 
businesses, turned over cars and caused other damage. Ernie Chambers was credited 
with stopping the riots the next day. 

 Ed Poindexter became Chairman of the Omaha Black Panthers, and David Rice 
(Mondo we Langa) became the Minister of Information. 

 The FBI establishes COINTELPRO offices in Omaha to conduct surveillance on 
North Omaha’s African American political activities, with Director J. Edgar Hoover 
telling The New York Times the BPP was “the greatest threat to the internal security of 
the country.” 

 Riots erupt in North Omaha in response to assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The National Guard was called to stop them.  

 B’nai Israel opened their synagogue this year at 1502 N. 52nd Street. 

 Democratic presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy held an impromptu rally and 
spoke to a crowd at North 24th and Erskine in May. 

1969  The Black Association for Nationalism Through Unity (BANTU) organized African 
American students in the city’s high schools starting this year. 16-year-old Robert E. 
Cecil was a leader of the group. BANTU claimed concessions from the Omaha City 
Council, with Senator Edward R. Danner lobbying the Nebraska Legislature on their 
behalf as well. Students were threatened with expulsion by Tech High principal Carl 
Palmquist, and the group didn’t last more than a few years. 

 Riots happen again starting June 24th of this year. The impetus was an Omaha Police 
officer murdering an unarmed African American girl named Vivian Strong by shooting 
her in the back. During the rioting, several buildings were firebombed, and 180 riot 
police were used to intervene. 

 The North Freeway segment from Cuming to Lake Street was finished this year. 

1969  Ron Prince was born on September 18th of this year. He is an American football coach 
who was born and raised in North Omaha. He is currently an assistant head coach and 
offensive line coach in the National Football League. 
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1970s 
1970s  The North Freeway continued construction this year. It was a physical barrier that 

successfully divided several North Omaha neighborhoods. They included the Montclair, 
Long School, Omaha View, Bedford Place, Saratoga and Miller Park neighborhoods. 
Several other threatened neighborhoods successfully fought off having the highway 
placed in their boundaries, including the Belvedere, Florence Field, Minne Lusa and 
Florence neighborhoods. The effects of the highway, including furthering white flight 
and undermining the social, economic and educational fabric of all of North Omaha, are 
still in effect today. Studies commissioned by the City of Omaha at the time showed 
disproportionate effects on the African American community, single-parent women-led 
households, and the elderly. Those were ignored and the highway construction 
continued in spite. 

1970  The Omaha Black Panthers Party changed its name this year. It became known as the 
National Committee to Combat Fascism. 

 Black Panther Party leaders Mondo we Langa (formerly David Rice) and Edward 
Poindexter were charged and convicted of the murder of Omaha Police Officer Larry 
Minard on August 17th with a bomb. At the time they were charged, they were leaders 
of the BPP’s National Committee to Combat Fascism. 

 George W. Althouse was selected to represent North Omaha in the Nebraska 
Legislature this year. His successor, Edward Danner, died suddenly in office. He served 
from 1970 to 1971, and was the only African American member then. 

 Lois Mark Stalvey’s book, The Education of a WASP, was published this year. It was a 
firsthand account from a liberal middle class white woman of Omaha’s integration 
efforts and brought a spotlight to the city across the U.S. 

1971  North Omaha’s Ernie Chambers was elected to Nebraska Legislature this year. He was 
the only African American member for several decades. Chambers is also the longest-
serving state senator in the history of Nebraska, and is also the only African American 
to have run for governor and the U.S. Senate in Nebraska’s history. He served from 
1971 to 2009, and from 2013 to present. 

 Omaha Public Schools started its integrated school busing program as a result of the 
1971 Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education ruling enforcing Desegregation 
busing in the United States. 

 54 African American students staged a sit-in at the office of the president at the 
University of Nebraska—Omaha this year. They were lobbying for African American 
history courses and student voice at the institution. The University of Nebraska-Omaha 
started a Department of Black Studies in response to the student activism, and the 
department continues today. 

 Rice and Poindexter were convicted of murder in the controversial Rice/Poindexter 
Case this year. The case centered on the explosion of a house in the Near North Side. 
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 The Afro Academy of Dramatic Arts was opened this year. Its first location was in the 
Saratoga neighborhood at 4424 North 24th Street. In 1972, it moved to 1001 North 
30th Street in the Montclair neighborhood and kept operating until 1976. 

1972  March 22nd is the birthdate of Houston Alexander, born and raised in North Omaha, 
who is a professional mixed martial artist, radio DJ and past graffiti artist. 

 October 29th is the birthdate of Gabrielle Union, born and raised in North Omaha, 
who is an actor on stage, television and movies. 

1973 Fred Conley ran for the Omaha City Council this year and in 1977. He ran in the at-
large format each time, and finished 18th on the ballot each time. At-large elections in 
Omaha were won by candidates who represented the majority population of the city, 
which was white. 

1974  Appeal for retrial of Rice and Poindexter denied by the Nebraska State Supreme Court 
this year. 

 Fort Omaha was declared surplus property and abandoned this year. 

1975 Metro Community College moved to Fort Omaha this year. It has maintained the fort as 
a campus since then. Fort Omaha as the college’s first permanent campus, and they 
have preserved the historic buildings while maintaining it as a two-year college. There 
have been extensive additions since while maintaining the historical integrity of the 
facility. 

 Plans were devised for an airport connection route along Hartman Avenue, or a 
separate one along Fort Street this year. The Hartman route was selected and eventually 
named the Arthur Storz Expressway. 

1976  The federal government took the Omaha Public Schools to court because of its 
segregated schools this year. The US circuit court ordered Omaha to use busing to 
desegregate the district. Omaha Public Schools begins court-ordered integrated busing. 

 The Negro History Society formally opened the Great Plains Black History Museum 
this year. Its goal was to celebrate African American contributions to the city and region. 
It was originally located in the Webster Telephone Exchange Building and currently 
operates at the Crossroads Mall. 

 The Native Omahans Club was founded by Vera Johnson and Bettie McDonald this 
year. On October 24, a group called the Omaha Homecoming Planning Committee had 
their first meeting to plan Native Omaha Days.  

 The North Freeway was designated Interstate 580 and Highway 75 by this year. In 1983, 
the interstate designation was revoked by the federal government. By 2010, the I-
480/US 75 interchange was brought up to Interstate standards, but the interstate 
designation has not been restored. 

1977  Ahman Green was born on February 16th of this year. He is a former football running 
back who played twelve seasons in the National Football League. 
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 The first-ever Native Omahans Days event was held starting August 26th of this year. 
Held over 5 days, it included social mixer, gospel night, riverboat ride, homecoming 
parade, homecoming dance, picnic and a “Blue Monday.”  

 The nonprofit Omaha Economic Development Corporation (OEDC) was founded this 
year. Since then, Al Goodwin has headed that organization. Goodwin and OEDC are 
behind many North Omaha economic, housing, education and other programs 
throughout the community. 

1978  The Omaha Opera Company operated at 4515 Military Avenue this year. 

 The Northampton Four Theaters at 56th and Redick Avenue this year. It became 
Country Club Four Theatres, and closed in 1990. The building houses a church 
currently.30 

 God’s Missionary Baptist Church opened this year. Located in the former Church of the 
Brethren at 2502 North 51st Street in Benson, they folded around 1978. In 2005, they 
building re-opened as the Saint Vincent of Lerins Antiochian Orthodox Church, which 
continues currently. 

1979 Tabernacle of Faith Church of God in Christ opened this year. Originally a storefront 
church at the 24th and Fort Street commercial district, in the late 1980s it moved to the 
old Phil’s Foodway, and its continued to operate at 2404 Fort Street since. 
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1980s 
1980s St. Timothy Church of God in Christ was established at 5720 North 24th Street. 

Located in the Miller Park neighborhood, it operates today. 

1980  Kenton Keith was born on July 14th of this year. He was born and raised in North 
Omaha, and is a former professional football running back. 

1981  Arsonists blaze an East Omaha duplex after an African-American family signs a rental 
agreement there this year. The arson is unsolved. 

 Fred Conley became the first African American elected to the Omaha City Council this 
year. The prior year, Omaha City Council elections were changed to be based on district 
representation, which led to Conley’s success. He served until 1989.  

1982 Holy Name Housing was started this year. Several figures at Holy Name Catholic 
Church decided to address housing deterioration in North Omaha. Since then, they 
have constructed or renovated 700 houses in the community, as well as the Leo Vaughn 
Manor and the North Omaha Intergenerational Human Services Campus. 

1983 Christ-Love Unity opens this year. With services originally held at the Commercial 
Federal Savings and Loan, the congregation later moved to 2903 Ellison Avenue in the 
Miller Park neighborhood. They continue operating there today. 

1987  Bud Crawford was born on September 28th this year. He has become Nebraska’s first 
world champion boxer since 1914, and continues fighting currently. 

1988  Senator Chambers ran for the United States Senate as a New Alliance Party candidate 
this year. He lost. 

 Fred Conley became the first African American mayor of Omaha this year. He served as 
acting mayor for several months. 

1989 The North Freeway was completed from Lake to North 30th Streets this year. The 
Arthur C. Storz Expressway connecting North 30th Street to Abbott Drive and to 
Eppley Airfield, was also finished this year. 
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1990s 
1990s  The third wave of “white flight” from far North Omaha happens as whites move away 

en masse, and included the Minne Lusa, Belvedere, Redman and Central Park 
neighborhoods. Their sudden and thorough departures continued the widespread 
decrease in home and land values throughout North Omaha, as well as the decimation 
of economic, educational and cultural opportunities for people living in the community. 

1992  Carol Woods Harris became the first African American elected to the Douglas County 
Board this year and served until 2004. She was also a member of the Nebraska State 
Board of Education from 2004 to 2008. 

1993 The Butler-Gast YMCA was opened at 3501 Ames Avenue this year. It was regarded as 
a major new facility for North Omaha, and remains highly regarded. The North Omaha 
YMCA on North 30th Street was closed, and its operations were merged into Butler-
Gast. 

1994  Ernie Chambers became the first African American to run for Nebraska governor this 
year. He received .44% of the vote. 

1995  The Jesuit Catholic Middle School of Omaha opened in the former Butler-Gast YMCA 
at 2311 North 22nd Street this year. They continue operating there. 

 Arsonists tip over and fire an African-American woman’s car in East Omaha at the 
same location as the 1981 arson. Both cases remain unsolved. 

1996  Omaha Public Schools ends court-ordered busing this year. 

1997  Marvin Ammons was shot and killed by an officer of the Omaha Police Department 
this year. Ammons was an African American Gulf War veteran. The officer was later 
acquitted. 

 Brenda Warren Council, an African American attorney from North Omaha, narrowly 
lost the mayoral election this year. A former member of the Omaha School Board and 
the Omaha City Council, she lost by 700 votes. 

1999  Omaha Public Schools adopted an open enrollment policy based on income instead of 
race, effectively ending formal racial integration efforts. Racial re-segregation occurred 
over the next decade and continues currently. 
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2000s 
2000  George Bibbins, an African American driver who leads Omaha police on a high speed 

chase, was shot and killed by officers at the end. A grand jury later acquits the officers. 

 Nebraska Legislature sets term limits this year. After representing North Omaha from 
1971 to 2009, they were apparently meant to prevent North Omaha representative Ernie 
Chambers from serving another term. He waited the appointed time and wins his seat 
back, serving from 2013 to present. 

2001 This year, the A. V. Sorenson Parkway was completed from North 30th and North 
Freeway interchange west to North 90th Street. 

2002  The City of Omaha installed the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Cornerstone 
Memorial at the northwest corner of 24th and Lake Streets this year. 

2003  Native Omahan Thomas Warren was named the city’s first African-American Chief of 
Police for the Omaha Police Department this year. He served until 2008. 

 Officer Jason Tye Pratt with the Omaha Police Department was murdered this year. He 
was shot by an African-American gang member named Albert W. Rucker, who was 
killed in police gunfire in the same event. 

2004  Dreamland Park was opened at North 24th and Lizzie Robinson Drive opens this year. 
Located in the 24th and Lake Historic District, it celebrates the jazz history of North 
Omaha, it features a bronze statue called “Jazz Trio” by Littleton Alston. 

 Officer Tariq Al-Amin was fired from the Omaha Police Department this year. His 
dismissal was the result of inappropriate comments he made during a television show. 
He appealed and was reinstated with the maximum penalty allowed by police union 
contract, along with his apology for his comment. 

2005  On April 25, Ernie Chambers became the Nebraska Legislature’s longest-serving state 
senator this year, having served for more than 35 years. 

 The Love’s Jazz and Art Center was opened this year. It honors the life of Preston 
Love, Sr., a jazz musician and chronicler from North Omaha. It continues to operate at 
2510 North 24th Street in the present-day 24th and Lake Historic District. 

 Marlon Polk was appointed by the governor to serve as a District Court Judge this year. 
He is the first African American to do so in Nebraska. 

 The Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame was founded this year. It is a nonprofit 
organization founded to celebrate, document and honor the legacy of the many top 
vocalists and musicians whose musical careers began in Omaha, with most from North 
Omaha. 

2006  Senator Ernie Chambers forwarded a bill through the Nebraska Legislature to divide 
Omaha Public Schools along racial lines this year. It caused a national controversy and 
was not passed. 
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2007  In February of this year, unknown assailants robbed, firebombed, and spray painted a 
racist epithet on the side of an East Omaha grocery store owned by an Ethiopian 
immigrant. The store is destroyed, and nothing has replaced it. 

 Thomas Warren was appointed as the city’s first African-American Chief of Police for 
the Omaha Police Department this year. A North Omaha native, he is Brenda Council's 
brother. He served until 2008. 

2008 The Mildred Brown Memorial Strolling Park was dedicated this year. Located at 2218 
North 24th Street, this address was originally a confectionary. By 1920, a grocery and 
barber shop ran there, and from the 1940s through the 1960s, it was home to Holmes 
Tailor and Cleaners. In the late 1960s, it became home to an officer for Greater Omaha 
Community Action, or GOCA. Now, the lot is a park named in memory of the The 
Omaha Star founder. 

2009  Brenda J. Council was elected to the Nebraska Legislature this year. She became one of 
the first Black women in the body, and served until 2013. 

 Tanya Cook was elected to the Nebraska Legislature this year. She became one of the 
first Black women in the body, and serves currently. 
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2010s 
2010 A proposal to rename the North Freeway in honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was defeated by community opposition this year. Opponents, including Ernie 
Chambers, stated that it would be “a travesty” since Dr. King stood for unity, and the 
highway did nothing but separate people. 

2011 The 75 North Revitalization Corporation was founded this year by Othello Meadows. 
The organization’s mission is to “facilitate creating healthy, sustainable, mixed-income 
communities in the Highlander neighborhood,” and has led to the development of a 
new community on the site of the former Pleasantview Homes Public Housing Project 
at North 30th between Parker and Lake Streets.  

 The Minne Lusa House at 2737 Mary Street opens. A community-building project of 
Sharon Olson and Beth Richards, it couples with efforts by neighborhood leader Matt 
Baker and others to establish the Minne Lusa Historic District. In a first for North 
Omaha, the entire neighborhood of 540 contributing properties was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2014. 

2013  Ernie Chambers was elected again to represent North Omaha in the Nebraska 
Legislature this year. He currently continues to serve. 

2016 The Metro Community College completes construction on several new buildings at the 
Fort Omaha campus this year. 

 The OEDC opens the Fair Deal Village MarketPlace this year. The re-use of the historic 
Fair Deal Café façade lends historic credibility, while new shops provide vital economic 
development in the 24th and Lake Historic District. 

2017 The Union for Contemporary Arts opens in the Blue Lion Center this year. The 
placement heralds an important era of redevelopment in the 24th and Lake Historic 
District. 
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Church of God in Christ, 13, 37, 40, 64, 73, 79, 96, 

106, 109, 110 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6, 7  
Church of Nazarene, 73, 106 
Citizens Civic Committee for Civil Liberties (4CL), 

104 
City of Omaha, 6, 8, 10, 17, 22, 40, 42, 46, 49, 51, 56, 

64, 74, 82, 84, 85, 91, 100, 101, 103, 104, 105, 
107, 112 

Civil rights, 6, 7, 11, 13, 14, 15, 25, 57, 75, 81, 94, 95, 
104 

Civil War, 7, 47 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 91 
Clair Memorial United Methodist Church, 37, 67 
Clay Street, 60 
Clenlans, Emmanuel, 6, 21, 34 
Clenlans, Ophelia, 6 
Cleveland, H. W. S., 42, 43, 49, 66, 72 
Clifton Hill neighborhood, 39, 43, 44, 70, 76 
Cody, Buffalo Bill, 26 
COINTELPRO, 106 
Colonial Revival style, 27, 54, 83 
Colorado, 105 
Colored Commercial Club, 79 
Colored Methodist Episcopal, 30, 94 
Colored Women’s Club, 15 
Commercial Avenue, 14 
Commercial Vernacular style, 9, 44, 46, 53, 56, 64, 

66, 71, 82, 83 
Communist, 47 
Concerned and Caring Educators, 101 
Congregational Church, 26, 30, 31, 48, 85 
Congress of White and Colored Americans, 6 
Conley, Fred, 108, 110 
Cook, Tanya, 105, 113 

Cortland Beach, 61 
Cotswold Cottage style, 91 
Cotton Club Boys, 66 
Council Bluffs, 81, 99 
Council, Brenda Warren, 100, 111, 113 
Count Basie, 70, 98 
Craftsman, 33, 35, 56, 59, 66, 67, 76, 87  
Crawford, Bud, 110 
Creedon, Patrick J., 25, 33, 54 
Creighton University, 26, 34, 46, 86, 91, 96 
crime, 15 
Crook, George, 5 
Culter's Park, 6, 11 
Cuming Street, 8, 9, 26, 29, 30, 31, 37, 42, 56, 58, 61, 

62, 73, 82, 84, 105, 106 
Cutoff Lake. See Carter Lake 
Daily Nebraskian, 11, 13 
Dahlman, James C., 81 
Dallow, Ebenezer, 14 
Danish, 30, 31, 34, 36, 56, 64, 90, 94 
Danner, Edward, 51, 103  
Davenport Street, 71 
Davis, Alfonza, 77 
De facto segregation, 16, 19, 20, 24, 26, 34, 42, 100, 

104 
DeBolt, 20, 35 
Decatur Street, 11, 30, 34, 81, 94 
Democrats, 11 
Dennison, Tom, 11, 15, 21, 48, 52, 53, 65, 70, 72, 81 
Department of the Platte, 16, 22 
DePorres Club, 95, 99 
Desdunes, Dan, 7, 19 
Desdunes, Rodolphe, 7 
Desegregation, 107 
Dodds, Everett S., architect, 72, 74, 76 
Dodge Park, 5, 89 
Dodge Street, 4, 8, 9 
Douglas County, 8, 10, 11, 22, 28, 42, 46, 72, 96, 111 
Douglas County Court, 8 
Druid Hall, 14, 68, 71, 74 
DuBois, W. E. B., 61, 76 
Duchesne Academy, 25 
Dufrene and Medelssohn, 25 
Dutch Colonial Revival style, 49, 51, 52, 60 
Dworak, Leo, 96 
East Omaha, 10, 46, 64, 85, 87, 101, 110, 111, 113 
Easter Sunday tornado, 26, 32, 53, 59, 67, 101 
Edholm and Sherman Laundry, 69 
Edwards, Lucille Skaggs, 20, 58 
Eliza, 13 
Emmet Street, 26, 35, 39, 40, 41, 51 
English, 14, 39, 56, 57, 65, 70, 71 
Episcopal Church, 15, 16, 17, 22, 28, 30, 39, 67, 71 
Eppley Airfield, 84, 85, 101, 110 
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Evangelical Covenant Hospital, 91 
Evans, Hiram Wesley, 82 
Fair Deal Cafe, 98 
Fairfax neighborhood, 19, 62, 65 
Father Flanagan, 63, 64 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 13, 106 
Federal Housing Authority, 98 
Ferry Street, 8 
Findley and Shield, architects, 25, 38, 41 
Fisher and Lawrie, architects, 39, 52 
Fisher, George Lee, architect 19, 36 
Fletcher, Katherine, 66, 76 
Florence Boulevard, 9, 11, 19, 24, 25, 26, 35, 41, 42, 

47, 51, 60, 62, 63, 66, 68, 70, 72, 77, 83, 96 
Florence Field neighborhood, 8, 74, 79, 107 
Florence Lake, 79 
Florence Land Company, 8 
Florence Mill, 7 
Florence neighborhood, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 19, 20, 

24, 25, 26, 34, 35, 36, 39, 41, 42, 47, 49, 51, 53, 
54, 60, 62, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71, 72, 74, 80, 83, 94, 
96, 103, 107 

Florence Presbyterian Church, 8, 11 
Florence town square, 7 
Florence Water Works, 24, 67 
Fontenelle Park, 44 
Fontenelle View neighborhood, 32, 43, 67 
Forster House, 71 
Fort Lisa, 5, 89 
Fort Omaha (Historic District), 5, 8, 16, 21, 22, 24, 

26, 27, 28, 33, 46, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 68, 70, 
72, 74, 75, 76, 77, 90, 94, 95, 99, 108, 114 

Fort Omaha Balloon School, 58, 59, 74, 75, 76 
Fort Street, 22, 53, 69, 81, 103, 108, 109 
Fort Street Special School for Incorrigible Boys, 69, 

81 
Franklin Street, 25, 28, 32, 38, 48, 82 
Franklin, George, 8, 43 
French Renaissance Revival style, 68 
Gamble, Lucinda (Lucy) Anneford W., 20, 48 
Gamble, William R., 21 
Garvey, Marcus, 79 
General Crook House, 5, 22 
German Old People’s Home, 21 
Germans, 14, 21, 24, 26, 31, 58, 70, 71, 96 
Gibson, Bob, 91 
Gifford Park neighborhood, 9, 32, 40, 48, 59, 63, 73 
Girard Street, 20 
Gold Coast Historic District, 33, 36, 37, 47, 49, 51, 

57, 59, 60, 65, 71, 81, 87 
Goodwin’s Spencer Street Barbershop, 99 
Governor of Nebraska, 111 
Grace Street, 21 
Grand Avenue, 16, 25, 30, 32, 36, 47 

Grant Street, 13, 15, 28, 35, 39, 43, 75, 87, 95 
Great Plains Black History Museum, 84, 108 
Greater America Exposition, 6, 49 
Greater Omaha Community Action, 84, 113 
Green, Ahman, 108 
Guth, Joseph P., architect, 14, 47, 53, 54, 56, 62, 68, 

75, 80, 81, 82, 83 
Hamilton Street, 11, 16, 25, 27, 29, 31, 34, 37, 49, 53, 

64, 75, 89 
Hamitic League of the World, 26, 46, 74 
Harlem Renaissance, 53 
Harris, Carol Woods, 111 
Harris, Wynonie, 71 
Hartman Avenue, 33, 36, 99, 108 
Hawthorne Avenue, 35, 37, 48, 51, 52, 54, 55, 57, 68, 

82 
Haywood, Harry, 47 
Heintzelman, Stuart, 21 
Henninger, Frederick A., architect, 29, 38, 47, 48, 49, 

51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 59, 62, 63, 68, 71, 72, 74, 
82, 84 

Highland neighborhood, 11, 24, 97 
Hoover, J. Edgar, 106 
Howard Kennedy School, 19, 105 
Hughes, Cathy, 83 
Hummel Park, 89 
Hunter, Lloyd, 64, 66 
Iler, J. D., 14 
Immanuel Hospital, 105 
immigrants, 6, 13, 26, 74 
Improvement Association/Community Club, 32, 43, 

54, 55, 62, 91 
Integration, 107, 111 
Internal Revenue Service, 12 
International Sweethearts of Rhythm, 66 
Izard Street, 16, 17, 20, 27 
Jacobethan Revival style, 59 
Jazz, 40, 41, 56, 66, 73, 75, 83, 86, 90, 92, 97, 112 
Jews, 26, 35, 48, 66, 97, 106 
John A. Creighton Boulevard, 11, 13, 43, 66 
John J. Pershing Drive, 24 
John Latenser and Sons, architects, 19, 49, 54, 77, 

81, 83 
Johnson, Lyndon B., 71 
Johnson, Jack, 64 
Johnson, Vera, 108 
Jones, Beverly Wead Blackburn, 91 
Joslyn Castle, 53 
Justice of the Peace, 45 
Kellom School, 42, 76 
Kiddieland and Pleasure Pier, 61 
Kimball, Thomas Rogers, architect, 25, 53, 56, 59 
King, Dr. Martin Luther, 40, 100, 101, 106, 112, 114 
Kingman, Dan, 8 
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KKK. See Klu Klux Klan 
Knights and Daughters of Tabor, 89 
Knights of Liberty, 89 
Kountze Park, 6, 25, 37, 47, 49 
Kountze Place, 6, 16, 19, 21, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 

31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 39, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 47, 
48, 49, 51, 58, 60, 63, 66, 67, 68, 69, 73, 76, 96, 
103, 106 

Kountze, Augustus, 26 
Kountze, Herman, 6, 46 
Krug Park, 45, 90, 98 
Kruse, Lowen, 87 
Ku Klux Klan, 81 
Lafayette Avenue, 11, 29, 52, 55, 58, 96 
Lahm, Frank, 22 
Lake School, 5, 20, 25, 41, 42, 97 
Lake Street, 5, 13, 15, 16, 20, 21, 24, 33, 37, 41, 43, 

53, 59, 61, 65, 66, 67, 76, 77, 80, 81, 94, 95, 97, 
98, 99, 106 

Lake, George, 5, 15 
Larimore Avenue, 34, 74 
Late Gothic Revival style, 33, 36, 38, 47, 49, 51, 55, 

56, 62 
Laurel Avenue, 22 
Lawrie and Stockham, architects, 19 
Leo A. Daly Company, architects, 14, 55, 80, 86, 96, 

99 
Levi Carter Park, 61, 72, 84 
Lewis and Clark, 5, 85, 89 
Lewis, John, 6 
Lincoln, 5 
Lincoln Boulevard, 49, 52, 53, 54, 55, 60, 72, 73 
Lincoln Motion Picture Company, 71 
Lisa, Manuel, 5 
Little, Earl, 79 
Little, Malcolm, See Malcolm X 
Little Vietnam. See Logan Fontenelle Public Housing 

Project 
Locust Street, 6, 8, 10, 26, 33, 61 
Logan Fontenelle Public Housing Projects, 58, 92 
Long School, 16, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 35, 38, 41, 

45, 53, 79, 95, 96, 107 
Long School neighborhood, 16, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 

31, 32, 35, 38, 41, 45, 53, 79 
Lothrop Street, 43, 60, 68, 87, 89, 106 
Lothrop Theatre, 69 
Love, Preston Sr., 73, 81, 112 
Love, Preston Jr., 94 
Love’s Jazz and Arts Center, 36, 67 
Lutheran Church, 24, 31, 32, 39, 53, 58, 64, 70, 74, 

80, 89, 96, 98 
lynching, 7, 21, 42 
McCaw, Arthur B., 57 
McCreary, John, 21 

McDonald House, 65 
McDonald, Bettie, 108 
McDonald, John, architect, 65 
McGill's Blue Room, 70, 71, 75, 92, 97 
McMillan, Dr. Aaron Manasses, 45, 87, 96 
Maag, Jacob, architect, 19, 25, 54, 64, 68, 77 
Mahammitt, Ella, 14, 15, 45, 46 
Mahammitt, Sarah Helen Bradley Toliver, 14, 20 
Mahammitt, Thomas, 14, 15, 20, 43, 46, 51, 55. 59, 

90, 96  
Malcolm X, 37, 64, 83, 84, 85, 103, 105 
Mansions, 9, 19, 21, 29, 30, 35, 37, 55, 62, 67, 81, 82 
Maple Street, 13, 30, 31, 44, 45, 54, 55, 64, 66, 71, 75, 

84 
Martin Avenue, 74 
Martin, Charles, 70, 83 
Mayne, Clifford, 29 
Memmen Apartments, 25 
Mercer, Samuel, 6, 29 
Meredith Avenue, 16, 40, 86 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 28, 30, 32, 34, 44, 54, 

82, 87, 94 
Metro Community College. See Fort Omaha 
Metropolitan Utilities District, 67 
Miami Street, 37, 39, 44, 55, 67 
Midway, 48, 52, 68, 72 
Midwest, 64 
Miles, Buddy, 95 
Military Avenue, 31, 66, 69, 90, 98, 109 
Mill Creek, 6, 7 
Millard Singleton, 40, 45, 48, 89 
Miller Park, 60 
Miller Park neighborhood, 9, 24, 39, 41, 42, 60, 68, 

69, 70, 73, 103, 106, 107, 110 
Minard, Officer Larry 107 
Minne Lusa Historic District, 36, 40, 69, 70, 72, 74, 

79, 81, 83, 87, 103, 107, 111 
Minne Lusa School, 69, 81 
Missouri River, 5, 6, 8, 10, 21, 22, 30, 46, 79, 85, 86, 

89 
Mitchell, James C., 8, 11 
Mondo we Langa, 95, 106, 107, See Rice, David 
Montclair neighborhood, 21, 41, 58, 107, 108 
Moore, Rowena, 64 
Moorish Revival style, 9, 85 
Mormon Bridge, 6, 11, 29, 94, 99 
Mormon Bridge Road, 6, 11, 29 
Mormon Pioneer Cemetery, 7 
Mormon Street, 56, 83 
Mount View Elementary School, 19 
Myers Funeral Home, 65, 67 
Myrtle Street, 49, 51 
NAACP, 14, 45, 61, 66, 89, 94, 104 
Nachtigal, Jacob, 25, 64 
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National Afro-American League, 6, 8, 11, 12, 13 
National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People, See NAACP 
National Association of Colored Women, 15, 46 
National Colored Press Association, 6, 47 
National Congress of Representatives of White and 

Colored Americans, 47 
National Federation of Afro-American Women, 6, 

15, 45, 46 
National Federation of Colored Labor, 48 
National Federation of Colored Women, 46, 79 
National Football League, 94, 99, 106, 108 
National Guard, 105 
National Register of Historic Places, 7, 9, 13, 15, 16, 

19, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 39, 
40, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 56, 57, 58, 
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 
72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
89, 90, 94, 95, 101, 103 

Native Omaha Days, 108 
Native Omahans Club, 108 
Near North Side neighborhood, 8, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 

21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 
36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
51, 56, 58, 59, 61, 62, 63, 66, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 
75, 76, 79, 82, 86, 95, 97, 103, 104, 107 

Nebraska Afro-American League, 38, 40 
Nebraska House of Representatives, 8, 45 
Nebraska Legislature, 6, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 21, 31, 40, 

42, 45, 51, 57, 85, 87, 90, 91, 97, 100, 103, 105, 
106, 107, 112, 113, 114 

Nebraska Republican Convention. See Republicans 
Nebraska School for the Deaf, 19 
Nebraska State Bar Association, 10 
Nebraska State Convention of Colored Americans, 

6, 21, 24 
Nebraska Territory, 5, 6, 8 
Negro History Society, 84, 108 
Negro Old People’s Home, 21 
Neo-Classical Revival style, 32, 47, 51, 52, 54, 58, 60, 

63, 76, 87 
New Era, 79, 81 
Nicholas Street, 83 
North 11th Street, 8, 100 
North 14th Street, 8, 10, 12, 34, 40, 51, 57, 61, 66, 

68, 77, 110 
North 16th Street (Sherman Avenue) 6, 13 
North 16th Street, 10, 11, 14, 15, 21, 26, 29, 34, 44, 

46, 47, 53, 54, 56, 59, 62, 63, 66, 68, 69, 71, 72, 
73, 83, 85, 87, 94, 96, 98, 108 

North 18th Street, 15, 26, 30, 33, 37, 66, 90, 106, 108 
North 20th Street, 21, 26, 30, 37, 44, 85, 92, 96, 104 
North 21st Street, 6, 22, 34, 49, 51, 56, 62, 63, 97 

North 22nd Street, 15, 28, 34, 38, 43, 44, 58, 65, 67, 
71, 86, 95, 108, 111 

North 23rd Street, 16, 17, 42, 67, 87, 100 
North 24th Street aka Saunders Street, 16, 29, 55, 91, 

98, 99 
North 24th Street, 5, 8, 15, 16, 19, 21, 24, 26, 27, 29, 

31, 32, 36, 40, 43, 44, 47, 53, 56, 62, 63, 65, 66, 
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 
83, 85, 90, 91, 92, 95, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101, 104, 
105, 106, 108, 109, 110, 112, 113 

North 25th Street, 6, 15, 16, 19, 24, 30, 31, 34, 36, 
39, 55, 62, 66, 70, 73, 80, 97, 106 

North 26th Street, 16, 27, 31, 32, 34, 35, 37, 39, 40, 
41, 43, 56, 64, 79, 81, 91, 94, 96, 109 

North 28th Avenue, 15, 24, 28, 34, 45, 53, 63, 64, 65, 
81, 85, 98, 110 

North 30th Street, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 16, 19, 22, 26, 31, 
34, 39, 42, 45, 46, 49, 53, 64, 65, 69, 70, 71, 72, 
75, 76, 79, 80, 83, 85, 87, 89, 90, 94, 95, 99, 100, 
108, 110, 111, 112, 114 

North 31st Street, 8, 10, 11, 13, 15, 53, 55, 66, 80, 90 
North 32nd Street, 9, 48 
North 33rd Street, 9, 11, 22, 27, 37, 49, 53, 72, 73 
North 34th Avenue, 13, 33, 34, 39, 40, 52, 54 
North 36th Street, 10, 19, 33, 35, 37, 58, 65, 82, 83 
North 38th Street, 9, 11, 36, 49, 51, 58, 59, 60, 65, 

73, 81, 82, 87 
North 39th Street, 31, 47, 51, 60, 65 
North 40th Street, 27, 29, 36, 37, 41, 56, 57, 65, 71, 

80 
North 42nd Street, 10, 19, 20, 30, 35, 62 
North 46th Street, 19 
North 52nd Street, 19, 45, 63, 98, 106 
North 60th Street, 10, 20, 84 
North 72nd Street, 4, 27, 33, 76 
North Freeway, 9, 24, 64, 98, 99, 103, 105, 106, 107, 

108, 110, 112, 114 
North High School, 44 
North Market Square, 7 
North Omaha Colored Woman's Club, 6 
North Side Bank, 9 
Obee, G. Wade, 67 
oldest houses, 10, 15, 19, 20, 21, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 

33, 35, 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 47 
Olsen, Tillie, 66 
Omaha and Council Bluffs Colored Ministerial 

Alliance, 81 
Omaha and Council Bluffs Street Railway Company, 

99 
Omaha Bee, 76 
Omaha Black Music Hall of Fame, 64, 71, 81, 83, 86, 

90, 95, 112 
Omaha City, 100 
Omaha City Council, 17, 42, 106, 108, 110, 111 
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Omaha Colored Women's Club, 6, 21 
Omaha Community Chest, 21 
Omaha Driving Park, 11, 21, 26 
Omaha Economic Development Corporation, 91, 

109 
Omaha Fire Department, 60, 100 
Omaha Guide, 86 
Omaha High School, 28 
Omaha Housing Authority, 45, 58, 62, 92, 99 
Omaha Landmark, 7, 9, 15, 27, 32, 35, 37, 39, 40, 48, 

49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 64, 65, 68, 
72, 73, 76, 79, 82, 84, 87, 96 

Omaha Medical College, 24 
Omaha Municipal Beach, 61, 91 
Omaha nation, 5, 8 
Omaha Negro Women’s Club, 45 
Omaha Opportunities Industrialization Center, 76 
Omaha Park and Boulevard System, 29, 37, 42, 43, 

44, 49, 60, 61, 62, 66, 72, 73, 89 
Omaha Police Department, 15, 111, 112, 113 
Omaha Progress, 13 
Omaha Public Schools, 16, 19, 20, 24, 40, 48, 52, 53, 

74, 76, 82, 85, 95, 96, 100, 101, 105, 107, 108, 
111, 113 

Omaha Star, 43, 71, 73, 82, 92, 96, 99, 113 
Omaha View neighborhood, 13, 19, 31, 38, 39, 89, 

107 
Omaha View School, 19 
Omaha World-Herald, 6, 82 
Ophelia Clenlans, 46 
Orchard Hill neighborhood, 20, 33, 41, 43, 45 
Otoe, 5 
Owen, Johnny, 90, 98 
Overall, Edwin R., 6, 16, 17, 20, 21, 24, 28, 40, 47, 

48, 52 
Overall, Eula, 52 
Owens, Johnny, 90 
Paris, 20 
Parker Street, 9, 13, 24, 27, 53, 99 
Parker, George Wells, 26, 46, 73, 74, 79, 81 
Parker, James Monroe, 9 
Patrick Avenue, 9, 13, 30 
Paul Street, 8, 22, 26, 42, 92 
Paul Street School, 26 
Pawnee, 5 
Pegg, John G., 17, 75 
Peony Park, 104 
People’s Hospital, 96 
Perkins, Frank Shelton ”Red”, 40 
Pershing Drive, 5, 36, 40, 72, 79, 89, 94 
Pinkett, Harrison, 25, 61, 68, 72, 79, 81, 82, 86 
Pinkney Street, 36, 37, 49, 60, 84 
Poindexter, Ed, 94, 106, 107, 108  
Police. See Omaha Police Department 

Polk, Marlon, 112 
Ponca Road, 5, 14, 94 
Poppleton, Andrew J., 5 
Prairie School style, 15, 52, 59, 68, 71, 76 
Pratt Street, 6, 16, 21, 26, 29, 43, 49, 55, 61, 64, 91, 

98, 100, 112 
Presbyterians, 26, 30, 32, 37, 39, 43, 44, 63, 85, 87 
Prettiest Mile Club. See Viking Ship 
Prince Maximilian, 5 
Prince, Ron, 106 
Progressive Age Association, 20 
Prospect Hill Cemetery, 6, 9, 11, 13, 72 
Prospect Hill neighborhood, 11, 32, 72 
Purple Heart, 77 
Queen Anne style, 32, 41, 51, 52 
Race restrictive covenant, 89 
Raven Oaks, 6, 10, 29 
Reagan, John, 16 
Red Summer, 76 
Redick Avenue, 42, 60, 70, 72, 101, 109 
Redick, John, 5 
Redlining, 89 
Reed, Byron, 9, 11, 13 
Reno, Nevada, 64 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints, 51 
Republican Party, 5, 6, 11, 12, 24, 34, 100 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 101 
Rice, David L., 95, 106, 107, 108, See Mondo we Langa  
Ricketts, Dr. Matthew, 11, 20, 24, 28, 42, 45  
riot, 40, 61, 75, 76, 105, 106 
Robbins Drug, 70 
Robbins, Silas, 10, 37, 38 
Robinson, Lizzie S., 13, 64, 79, 112 
Rodgers, Johnny, 99 
Rogers, Joe, 105 
Saint Benedict the Moor parish, 15 
Saint Cecilia's Cathedral, 56 
Saint John A.M.E.. See Saint John African Methodist 

Episcopal 
Saint Phillip the Deacon Church, 15 
Salem Baptist Church, 101 
Salvation Army Women’s Hospital, 21 
Saratoga Brewery, 14 
Saratoga neighborhood, 9, 10, 11, 14, 16, 19, 20, 21, 

22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 32, 33, 34, 40, 42, 43, 44, 
47, 48, 51, 66, 68, 70, 71, 74, 75, 79, 80, 86, 103, 
107, 108 

Saunders Road. See North 24th Street 
Saunders, Alvin, 5, 21, 49 
Savoy Ballroom, 69 
Sayers, Gale, 94 
Scriptown, 8, 9 
Second Italianate Renaissance style, 19, 20, 21, 54, 76 
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Second Spanish Revival style, 56, 70, 72, 86 
segregation, 16, 32, 58, 103, 111 
Seward Street, 17, 27, 28, 31, 32, 67 
Seward Street Methodist Episcopal Church, 17, 28, 

32 
Sheffield Street, 20 
Sherman Avenue. See North 16th Street 
Sherman School, 34, 40, 68 
Shinn, Moses, 11, 16 
Simeon, Richard, 14 
Singleton, John, 12, 13, 45, 85 
Singleton, Millard, 12, 13 
Singleton, Walter J., 12, 13 
Sioux, 5 
Smith, Edward, 76 
Smith, George, 42 
Sorenson Parkway, 19, 42, 112 
Spanish-American War, 47 
Sporting District, 68, 81 
Springville School, 20 
Standing Bear v. Crook, 22 
Star Theater. See Theatres 
State of Nebraska, 61 
State Street, 7, 51, 84 
Stalvey, Lois Mark, 107 
Stephenson, W. H. C., 5, 20, 21, 24 
Storz Brewery, 14, 15, 44, 96 
Storz Expressway, 108, 110 
Storz, Charles, 59 
Storz, Gottlieb, 14, 56 
streetcars, 99 
Strehlow Terrace, 14, 56, 59, 62, 63, 71 
Strehlow, Robert, 14, 56, 59, 62, 63, 71, 72 
Strong, Vivian, 100, 106  
Sulphur Springs, 10, 22 
Swedes, 17, 21, 29, 33, 55, 58, 63, 70, 74, 96 
Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church, 17 
Swedish Mission Hospital, 21, 29, 55, 63 
Technical High School, 25, 69, 82, 106 
Terrell Drug, 69 
Texas, 61 
The Afro-American Sentinel, 43 
The Blacker the Berry: A Novel of Negro Life, 53 
The Crusade, 75 
The Enterprise, 8, 14, 15, 16, 43, 45, 46, 51, 55 
The Expo. See Trans-Mississippi and International 

Exposition 
The Margaret, 14, 72 
The Midway, 15 
The Monitor, 16, 71, 73 
The New Era, 81 
The Omaha Whip, 81 
The Progress, 11, 13, 37 
The Progressive, 8 

The Sherman, 16, 22, 47 
The Women’s Aurora, 20, 59 
Thurman, Wallace, 68 
Thurman, Wallace Henry, 53 
Towles, Nat, 56, 70, 90  
Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition, 6, 

11, 46, 47, 48, 49 
Trimble Castle, 62 
Tudor Revival style, 60, 68, 74, 82, 84, 86, 87, 91 
Tuskegee Airman, 77, 80, 83 
Union for Contemporary Arts, 75 
Union, Gabrielle, 108 
United Brethren Church, 60, 89 
Universal Negro Improvement Association, 79 
University of Nebraska, 11, 24, 107 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, 24 
University of Omaha, 16, 29, 43, 55, 63, 73, 80, 85, 

92, 107 
Updike Grain Mills, 68 
Urban League, 13, 59, 86, 96, 98 
US Army, 7, 8, 16, 72, 74, 76, 90, 91, 94, 105 
US Congress, 6, 8, 47, 106 
US Senate, 24, 110 
Vavrina, Ken, 91 
Viking Ship, 72 
Waddle, Josiah, 7 
Waites, Luigi, 86 
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Warren, Thomas, 112, 113 
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Wells-Barnett, Ida Bell, 14 
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Wigington, Clarence, 15, 28, 34, 52, 61, 66, 67, 68 
Wild West Show, 26 
Wilkinson, Count, 81 
Williams, John A., 15, 47, 66, 71 
Willis Street, 26 
Wilson, Alphonso, 13 
Winburn, Anna Mae, 66 
Winter Quarters, 7, 8, 42, 65 
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World War II, 13, 22, 58, 96 
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Yonnondio: From the Thirties, 66 
York, 106 
Young Street, 6, 11 

Young, Whitney Whitney Moore Jr., 81 
Zion Baptist Church, 5, 28, 77 
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Let’s Connect 
 
I would love to learn your stories, memories, research or other info! If you know some history of North Omaha 
and want to share it, let me know. If you read something here that you disagree with, let me know. I am also 
available for online workshops, speaking opportunities, conference calls, and other engagements related to the 
history of North Omaha. Let’s connect! 
 

North Omaha History online 
Facebook—facebook.com/NorthOmahaHistory 
Twitter—@NorthOHistory 
Instagram—NorthOmahaHistory  
Website—northomahahistory.com 
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Biography of Adam Fletcher Sasse 
 

 
 
Adam Fletcher Sasse is a graduate from Omaha North High ’93 and an Eagle Scout from the former Umoja 
District’s Troop 508 at the former Pearl Memorial United Methodist Church. Born in Calgary, Canada, Adam lived 
in North Omaha for more than a decade while he was growing up. He earned a bachelor’s degree in education and 
literature from The Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, and conducted graduate studies in 
educational leadership and policy studies at the University of Washington. Today, he is president and CEO of 
CommonAction Consulting, and an internationally recognized motivational speaker. The author of more than 50 
publications related to education and social change, he runs the North Omaha History website as a hobby, and is a 
volunteer administrator of the Forgotten Omaha group on Facebook. Adam lives in the Pacific Northwest with his 
daughter and their cat named Mailbox. 
 
Learn more about him at adamfletcher.net 
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North Omaha History: Volume 1 

 
 
 

North Omaha History: Volume One 
Author: Adam Fletcher Sasse 

Publisher: CommonAction Publishing 
Series: North Omaha History Series 

Paperback: 274 pages 
ISBN-10: 1533361983 

ISBN-13: 978-1533361981 
 

This volume begins with a summary of the history of North Omaha, then details a few of the big issues affecting 
the community, including Fur Trading, Churches, Movie Theaters, Streetcars, Hospitals and Healthcare. Then, it 

highlights the racial history of the community beginning with African Americans in North Omaha, including 
politics and community leaders. It also mentions many different ethnicities. Native Americans and the Jewish 

Community are featured, too. Racism, Community Leaders, and the Omaha Star are covered, as well as a chapter 
on the riots in the 1960s, and a highlight of the June 1969 Riot. Exposing the history of red lining in North 

Omaha, the book features the backgrounds of several historic neighborhoods, including East Omaha, Florence, 
Belvedere Point, Saratoga, Kountze Place, Walnut Hill, Miller Park Neighborhood, Near North Side, and Fort 
Omaha. The appendices include more than 20 tours around North Omaha, as well as a comprehensive index. 

 
On sale at Amazon.com. Author is available for presentations and more. Discounts on bulk orders and 

autographed copies are available. For more information contact orders@commonaction.org. 
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North Omaha History: Volume 2 

 
 

North Omaha History: Volume Two 
Author: Adam Fletcher Sasse 

Publisher: CommonAction Publishing 
Series: North Omaha History Series 

Paperback: 282 pages 
ISBN-10: 1539578631 

ISBN-13: 978-1539578635 
 
In the second volume of a three-book series, Adam Fletcher Sasse continues to unveil the forgotten history of 
North Omaha. He begins by focusing on the history of education in North Omaha. The roots of the University of 
Nebraska - Omaha are exposed, and he then pays homage to his love of the community's parks. He also details 
some historical gems of the city's water system. The book shares each cemetery in the community, and explores 
some of its lost cemeteries. Then he details the complete history of lead poisoning in North Omaha, and explores 
some of North Omaha's important organizations, and revisits the civil rights movement along the way. The 1913 
Easter Sunday Tornado, mob terrorism, and more are highlighted, and this book ends with a series of dastardly 
ghost stories that still haunt the community. There's a massive timeline of North Omaha history and a 
comprehensive index. 
 
On sale at Amazon.com. Author is available for presentations and more. Discounts on bulk orders and 
autographed copies are available. For more information contact orders@commonaction.org. 
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North Omaha History: Volume 3 

 
 

North Omaha History: Volume Three 
Author: Adam Fletcher Sasse 

Publisher: CommonAction Publishing 
Series: North Omaha History Series 

Paperback: 283 pages 
ISBN-10: 1539973611 

ISBN-13: 978-1539973614 
 
In the third book of the North Omaha History Series, Adam Fletcher Sasse reveals a lot of the hidden, denied and 
neglected history of one of the oldest areas of Nebraska's largest city. Highlighting the predominantly African 
American community and other ethnic groups, he introduces some intriguing characters and important businesses 
that made North Omaha great. He reveals the role of transportation in the area by examining the history of several 
streets, including the culture and figures in the areas around them. He details the roles of North Omaha's extensive 
boulevard system that weaves together neighborhoods and connects the community to the rest of the city, as well 
as looks at the historic Belt Line Railway that used to encircle the area. Fletcher Sasse conducts a community-wide 
exploration of architecture in North Omaha. Plunging deep into the apartments, homes, neighborhoods and other 
institutions that make the historic preservation movement so important to the community. Then, he tells the 
missing history of a dozen mansions and estates that once occupied the area. The final section of the book is a 
massive timeline of events throughout the history of North Omaha. It includes political, social, social, educational, 
economic, criminal and other types of events. The book finishes with a bibliography and comprehensive index. 
 
On sale at Amazon.com. Author is available for presentations and more. Discounts on bulk orders and 
autographed copies are available. For more information contact orders@commonaction.org. 
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North Omaha History Talks 
 
 
Does your community organization, history class or neighborhood program want to learn more about North 
Omaha history? I want to share! I will present to your group using Skype or Google groups for free. For other 
opportunities, give me a call and let’s discuss the possibiliites.  
 
You only need to set up the date with me, agree on the topic and pull together your people. I LOVE presenting, 
I’m a professional, I take questions A LOT, and North Omaha history is one of my favorite topics! 
 

Topics 
Some of the topics I cover related to North Omaha include… 
 

• People: Figures throughout the community’s history, including political, social, athletes and entertainers, 
and others 

• Places: Neighborhoods, buildings, places, architecture and more 
• Events: From a Wild West hanging to the 1913 tornado to the 1960s riots and beyond, I know A LOT 

about the events that made North Omaha happen 
• Organizations: I share about the civil rights orgs, businesses, social groups, churches, synagogues, 

political groups, and other organizations 
• More: I love nature, and I know a lot about the civic infrastructure, historical racism, and more. 

 

Past North Omaha History Presentations 
• Forgotten Omaha, August 2016 
• Minne Lusa House, August 2016 
• Gold Coast Neighborhood Association, October 2016 

 
Contact me today by emailing info@northomahahistory.com  


